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Welcome to Term One
The 2021 school year has commenced with great excitement for our students in Years 1-6, they
have been actively setting up their classrooms, establishing classroom expectations and importantly
making new friends. This is all part of our 7 day Start Up Program.
Tomorrow we look forward to welcoming our Foundation students to Karoo, their first day of school
will be an exciting day for these students and their families.
We have been fortunate to have parents within the schoolgrounds, we are rebuilding the Karoo
school community. Thank you to the parents who have been adhering to our guidelines of
minimising time onsite at the school. These changes to our ‘usual’ practices are not ideal but are
certainly a step in the right direction.
This week parents had the opportunity to meet the staff at the Getting to Know You meetings. We
appreciate parents taking the time to attend these meetings. Whilst I understand parents are always
keen to find out about their child’s learning it is equally important that staff have time to ‘learn’ about
your children.
As we continue to re-establish the home school relationship I ask parents to ensure they contact
their child’s class teacher when required. You can also email the teacher via Compass . This year
staff have meeting commitments every Tuesday and Wednesday night. A phone call to the office
during the day is another option; please note a message will be taken and forwarded to the teacher.
Danielle Heatley (Assistant Principal) and I are also available to meet with and talk to parents, you
are welcome to contact us or email using the school email address. At this stage we are unable to
invite parents to our school assemblies unless there is a specific event occurring (in these instances
an invitation will be sent home). A guide to Communication appears later in my Comments.

School Council
At our last meeting in December, School Council President Andrea Haley informed council that she
was resigning immediately. Not only did Andrea’s daughter complete Year 6 last year, but a move to
another suburb made it difficult for her to fulfil her role. Andrea served on School Council for 6 years,
2 of these as Treasurer before she accepted the position of President in 2017. On behalf of the
school community I would like to acknowledge her contributions to the school, her commitment to
ensuring the school functioned effectively and efficiently particularly during the years when I was
Acting Principal. James Lancaster, who was Vice President keenly agreed to act as President until
we have our Annual General Meeting in March this year - thank you James.
Last year council meet regularly via WebEx, we maintained our meeting schedule and continued to
fulfil our roles as members. It was challenging to plan events and some sub-committees were
unable to function as effectively. We have much to look forward to this year!
There is a cyclical method of forming a School Council due to the tenures parents and staff hold.
This means that every year we retain some current members and open up vacated positions for
interested parents. Whilst we are still in the early stages of the school year I would like to invite all
parents to think about the opportunity to become involved in the school and to assist myself, staff
and parents to work together to improve the learning for students and to make the school the best it
can be for all.
Unfortunately we were unable to have parents onsite for working bees last year. I know the
Buildings and Grounds sub-committee are very keen to gain parent support to assist us to maintain
and beautify the school grounds. In recent years working bees have been successful (although light
on for numbers) those in attendance worked together to improve the school grounds - there is a
great sense of satisfaction to see the completed works, and the students love being at the school at
the weekend, a great way to rebuild our school community. Please look out for more information,
we’d love to see you for a couple of hours as we work as a community to maintain our school
grounds.
… continued overleaf

Thursday 4th February
First day of school for Foundation
(finish at 12:45pm)
Wednesday 10th February
School Photos—class, individual and
sibling photos. Online orders only.
Monday 15th February
School photos—school leaders,
Student Council reps
Friday 19th February
District Swimming (10:30am-3pm)
(select students only)
Wednesday 24th February
Year 1 Coach Approach

ADVANCE NOTICE
2021 CAMPS
Year 5: CYC City Camp
15th-17th March

Term Dates 2021
Term 1:
Term 2:
Term 3:
Term 4:

Thur 28 Jan—Thur 1 Apr
Mon 19 April—Fri 25 Jun
Mon 12 July—Fri 17 Sept
Mon 4 Oct—Fri 17 Dec

QR CODES
Parents coming into the school to
drop off or pick up students that
stay longer than 15mins must scan
the QR code (located at each gate)
Parents/visitors coming in to the
school for a particular purpose (eg
classroom helping, appointment,
providing a service, dropping an
item off for a student) must sign in
as a visitor and scan the QR code
located in the office foyer.

VISITORS TO THE
SCHOOL
All visitors to the school must sign
in and out at the office, and
collect a green visitor’s badge.
These badges help the students
and staff identify you as an
‘authorised visitor’.
Please remember to return the
badge when you sign out.

School Photos—Wednesday 10th February
Correct school uniform must be worn (no sports tops for photos)
Individually named order forms sent home yesterday.
Online orders only (no cash) - pay with Visa, Mastercard, debit card or PayPal
Phone: 9759-6222

Fax: 9759-6211

Email: karoo.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Web: http://www.karoops.vic.edu.au

Principal’s Comments continued …
Parents are a vital part of Karoo Primary School and I would like to thank those parents who took the time last year to complete the
Parent Opinion Survey. Last year the survey was available to all parents, we had 62 respondents.
The following is a snapshot of the results, I will continue to share more with the community in coming weeks. Your say is important to us
- the portal for the Parent Survey is aptly named ‘Your School, Your Say’:

Parent Community Factor

Positive response

Parent Participation and involvement

80%

School Support

88%

Teacher communication

80%

School Ethos and Environment
General Satisfaction

92%

School Pride and confidence

92%

Student Cognitive Engagement
High expectations for success

90%

Student motivation and support

85%

Student Development
This school encourages my child to persist when learning is difficult

85%

Safety- Promoting positive behaviour
This school has a positive approach to promoting positive student behaviour

90%

This school treats my child with respect

97%

Connection and Progression
My child enjoys the learning they do at school

97%

Last year the Parent Survey had a section specific to Remote and Flexible Learning.
It is important to celebrate the resilience our students demonstrated when learning from home, and to acknowledge the support provided
by parents and staff - well done everyone!

Yes - my child has mainly learnt from home during periods of remote and flexible learning
In general, do you think the amount of schoolwork your child received while
learning from home has been (too much 5% too light 0% )
I understand what my child is expected to do each day

94%
About right 81%
97%

I can contact my child’s teacher(s) when I need to

97%

My child has adequate contact with their teacher (s)

97%

Overall how satisfied are you with the school’s approach to remote and flexible
learning?

89%

School Leaders
We are off to a great start, with House Captains eager to
commence their role. They have started by proudly displaying
the House flags along the main pathway to the office

… continued overleaf

Principal’s Comments continued …
Mobile Phones at Karoo
In line with DET policy, students who choose to bring mobile phones to school must have them switched off and securely stored during
school hours, including recess and lunchtime. Students and their parents will be required to sign a 2021 Phone Policy Agreement
(available at the school office, on Compass (see School documentation) and on our Website).
A summary of our daily procedures is as follows:
Collection of mobile phones 9.00 a.m.
 students switch phone to off or silent mode
 student will place phone in a named ziplock bag, sign the register and place phone into provided container
 the container will be stored in a locked cupboard in their year level’s office
Distribution of mobile phones 3.20 p.m.
 a staff member will distribute the phones according to the register completed in the morning.
Students wearing smartwatches must have them on school mode or airplane mode during school hours.

Communication at Karoo Primary School
Karoo Primary School is committed to effective communication and treating everyone in accordance with our school values. It is therefore important that everyone in the school community work together to ensure we are cooperative, honest and respect the protocols below. Our commitment should be to conduct ourselves in a respectful, calm and courteous manner.
Who should I make contact with?
Ideally your child’s class teacher is the preferred person to contact, however there may be times that it is more appropriate to speak to a
Principal Class staff member or school leader.
Principal Team
Principal - Mrs. Leanne Vines

Assistant Principal / Student Welfare - Mrs. Danielle Heatley

Leaders
Foundation - Ms. Fiona Marker
Year 3 - Mrs. Robyn Mowat
Year 6 - Mrs. Simone Vitas

Year 1 - Mrs. Mirella Irving
Year 4 - Mrs. Alex Watson
Specialists - Mr Josh Maroney

Year 2 - Mrs. Emma Finnerty
Year 5 - Miss Tanya Mollica

Matters that are best addressed by the classroom teacher or specialist teacher may include:
Individual student needs, health concerns and medical requirements, academic learning and progress, assessment, behaviour and related consequences concerns, non-attendance at school, family circumstances (particularly informing the teacher of a change in family arrangements)
Matters that are best addressed by the Principal or Assistant Principal / Student Welfare may include:
School facilities, student reporting, student dress code, behaviour management concerns, student health and wellbeing.
Do I need to make an appointment to speak to a staff member?
It is best practice to make an appointment to speak to a staff member. Teaching staff are generally available after school with the exception of Tuesday and Wednesday when they are required to attend meetings and Professional Learning. Making an appointment can be
done by phoning the school (Office hours 8.30 a.m.—4.30 p.m.) and asking to speak to the staff member, writing a note or contacting
the staff member via email if they have shared this with you. The purpose of making an appointment allows the staff member to be well
prepared, to give you full attention without compromising their duty of care to the students. Some questions or concerns may require the
staff member to gather data or information. For example, if you believe your child’s take home book is too easy/too difficult, this is not a
quick conversation (reading data and assessments may need to be available at this time).
What if it is a ‘quick’ message?
Passing on a quick message can occur outside teaching duties, however our staff priority is their duty of care to students.
What if the matter is urgent?
Urgent matters and concerns particularly those in relation to student wellbeing or safety should be communicated by calling the school
office (9759 6222) or please come into the school to speak to a member of the Principal Team for assistance. They will seek out the staff
member required if available or pass on the message on your behalf.
Does the school have an ‘open door’ to parent concerns?
Yes, most definitely, and the purpose of this newsletter article is to provide concise and clear information to assist you to contact the
school. We are committed to listening to parents, interested in your concerns and will work in a timely manner to address these.
What does communication at Karoo look like?

School assemblies every fortnight (odd weeks of the school term) on a Friday at 2.40 p.m.

School newsletter every fortnight (even weeks of the school term) uploaded on Compass and the Karoo website

Year level notices and information shared on Compass as required

Phone calls and emails (if appropriate) from staff

Getting to Know You interviews – an opportunity to meet your child’s class teacher in February

Mid year and end of year student progress reports

Mid year Parent Teacher interviews to discuss student achievements

Noticeboards in the school grounds (PE/ Sport near the gym, Visual Arts - outside art room, Community Noticeboard - near the
library and Student Council board - in the courtyard

Classroom displays

Karoo staff emails - it is a personal choice for all staff members to share their email address. If they wish to use it they will stipulate their availability and indicate when they will access it for parent communication
Leanne Vines
Principal

New Staff in 2021
Ms Elly Schiano – 2S
Hello! My name is Miss Schiano and I am thrilled to be joining the wonderful team at Karoo Primary School in 2021. I have been working as an Integration Aide for the past four years, a role that I
loved and am so grateful to have learnt so very much in. This year I will be the classroom teacher
of 2S and am looking forward to a fantastic year of learning, growth and opportunities.
In my free time I enjoy taking my sausage dog puppy Alfie for walks, finding new cafes for brunch
on the weekends and watching my footy team with my cousins; The Melbourne Demons.
I can’t wait to get to know the wider Karoo community, and work together towards the best outcomes for our students and for our school.
Please come and say hello and introduce yourself, I look forward to meeting you all!

Mr Sean Lock—3S
I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself. My name is Mr Sean Lock and I am the
Year 3 teacher in Room 2. Just a little bit about myself - This is my first year teaching at Karoo
and I look forward to a productive and exciting year together. Before my time at Karoo I taught
Year 5 at Jells Park Primary school and Year 4 and 6 in New Zealand.
My family comes from South Africa and New Zealand therefore you will find me organising trips
overseas with my partner Chloe when possible during the holidays. I enjoy most sports and try to
stay physically active by hiking or running with my labradoodle Wally, swimming, indoor soccer. I
absolutely love to read about ancient mysteries as a result I love to encourage all students in my
class to develop a love for reading and challenging themselves. I believe every student has unique
qualities and my aim to help them reach their potential.

Mrs Jane Zheng—Mandarin teacher
I'm Jane, the Chinese teacher at Karoo. I'm so excited to join the Karoo community and bring the
new Mandarin Chinese Program to Karoo. I have been teaching Chinese at Primary Schools in the
last few years and am enthusiastic about getting everyone ready to speak in Chinese as well as to
participate in cultural activities at Karoo. I cannot wait to meet all our new learners and start
having fun!

Mrs Lisa McDonald
– Educational Support
You may have seen me around the
school for the past year in my role
as a casual ES but in 2021 I am
excited to be back as a staff
member.
I have many titles
- Mrs
McDonald, Mum and Nanny but
the staff and students at Karoo call
me Lisa.
My hobbies include cooking (mainly desserts), quilting,
travelling, church youth leader, bike riding and family
outings. I have 4 grown and married children and am a doting
Nanny to 4 adorable grandchildren.

Mrs Sue Lyle
– Educational Support
I’m very happy to be joining
the team at Karoo PS this year.
After being home caring for
my 2 sons, I wanted my return
to work to be in an
environment where I could
make a difference. I worked in
a voluntary capacity with
Literacy at my son’s primary
school & from this experience
I felt that working with students with additional needs was
where I would like to be. In 2017 I completed a Certificate in
Education Support at Monash University & commenced
working as an Integration Aide.
Prior to the birth of my sons, I worked in Corporate Business
for many years in Marketing, Content & Policy Writing.

Welcome to Karoo !

I have many interests, but creating & using colour making
jewellery, purses, accessories & clothing, is a great passion
for me.

Assistant Principal Page - Mrs Heatley’s Headlines
Welcome to 2021! It has been so lovely to see parent’s faces again around the school when you are dropping off and picking up your
children. The classes have settled in so well and Mrs Vines and I are thoroughly enjoying visiting the classrooms and seeing the students happily learning with their new class. We are excited to welcome some new staff to Karoo as well. Have a look at the photo and
blurb about themselves and make sure you say hi if you see them around.
While the majority of us are very happy to move on from 2020, there were so many valuable lessons and things to take away from the
year. The growth we have seen in students technology skills has been huge and many aspects we want to continue to build on. While
there are so many positives with the greater use of technology, we still need to be mindful and aware of how to support students to be
safe online. These conversations and learning is best down at home and at school. The esafety page has some valuable resources to
parents to help navigate the online world as it is today.

https://www.esafety.gov.au/

Webinars for parents and carers
The demand for our popular parent and carer webinars in 2020 prompted the education and training
team to develop the 2021 series to support Australian parents and carers. Each term, they will offer a
new topic that will run numerous times. These webinars will provide parents and carers with the
knowledge, skills and tools to support their children to have safe, positive online experiences. Topic
and registration information for terms 2 - 4 will be released closer to the dates.
All sessions are delivered by eSafety's expert education and training team.

eSafety's Parent Guide to cyberbullying and online drama
This Safer Internet Day 2021 webinar will look at how parents and carers can support young people to have safe and respectful online
relationships and what to do if things go wrong.
It will cover:
 starting conversations with your child about their online friendships and positive ways to deal with changing relationships
 understanding the rights, laws and community expectations that govern social media use
 where to seek help if your child is involved in a cyberbullying incident.
The webinar will include case studies, research and targeted advice so you can support the young people in your life to have safe,
enjoyable online experiences.
Dates:
9 February 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm | 10 February 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm | 10 February 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm | 15 February 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm

National Day of Action Against Bullying and Violence
22 March 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm
Term 2
Topic: To be confirmed
Dates:
4 May 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm
5 May 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm
6 May 7:30 pm - 8:30 pm

Please go to https://www.esafety.gov.au/ to register for
the online sessions.

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
The CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to eligible families to assist with expenses relating to camps, sport and/
or excursions ($125 is payable per student).

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR 2021
If you received the CSEF in 2020, you DO NOT need to complete an application form for 2021, unless there has
been a change in your family circumstances. The school will automatically apply on your behalf.
If you are applying for the CSEF for the very first time, please come into the school office and collect an
application form (and provide a copy of your Concession Card) for the school to submit on your behalf.
ELIGIBILITY


To be eligible for the fund, a parent/legal guardian of a student must be a holder of a valid means-tested concession
card, such as a Veteran Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or be a
temporary foster parent. There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families.



You must provide a copy of your valid card with your completed application form (first time applications only).



Cards must be valid as at 28 January 2021 (Term 1) and/or 19 April 2021 (Term 2).



Applications will be accepted up until 25th June, with payments commencing from March onwards.

For more information please visit https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
or see Anna in the school office.

SCHOOL PARKING REMINDERS

Student Wellbeing

For the sake of the safety of our students and as a
courtesy to our community please respect the rules:
My name is Celeste Dolphin, Karoo’s Wellbeing Officer. I provide
wellbeing support to children and adolescents experiencing a
range of needs.
I work from a therapeutic framework to support students, and aim
to promote a whole school approach to wellbeing within the
school community. This is done through working in collaboration
with students, parents, school staff and outside support services.
I am available every Thursday and alternate Friday. If you have any
questions or require support for your child, please contact the
school for further assistance.

Kind Regards
Celeste



OBSERVE the 2min parking time limit where marked
(do not leave your car).



DO NOT park in the staff car park or use it as a ’drop off
or pick up’ zone at any time during school hours (disabled
car park is to be used by holders of a disabled sticker only).



DO NOT use the milk bar car park or the childcare centre
car park for school parking.



DO NOT park across driveways under any
circumstances.



DO NOT double park.



ALWAYS USE school crossings when crossing the road.



WET DAYS—allow extra time for your journey as traffic
around the school is heavier and demand for parking higher.

Student Medications
If you wish to keep medications in the sick bay for office staff to administer to your child when needed, please bring the medication (in its
original packaging) to the office and complete a Medication Permission form.
Asthma
Students known to have Asthma will shortly bring home a 2021 Asthma Management Plan to be completed and returned to the office.
Anaphylaxis
Anaphylaxis Action Plans will be sent home shortly. Please return them to Karen in the office once completed by your medical
practitioner, along with your epipen and antihistamine. A Student Management Plan will be prepared once this has been received.
Allergy
Allergy Action Plans will be sent home to students known to be suffering from allergies. These plans need to be completed by your
medical practitioner and then returned to the office with your medication.
Sick children
If your child is unwell, please keep them at home until fully recovered to avoid the spread of illness to classmates and teachers.
Thank you, Office Staff

Check in regularly to your parent portal to keep up to date with all school news …

Having trouble logging on?
Please be aware that Compass passwords only last 12months, and the latest version of the Compass app should be installed. We have been
advised by Compass that uninstalling your app and then re-installing it may help solve the problem. If not, please call the school to ask for a
password reset.

Absences
If your child will be absent from school, please log in and enter an absence note. PLEASE ENSURE THE CORRECT DATE AND TIME OF THE
ABSENCE IS ENTERED. If your child will be absent for the first part of the day, please ensure you put an end time for the absence (eg if you
anticipate arriving at school at 10:30am, please put absence end as ‘10:30am’). If your child is late to school, don’t forget to come in to the
office and sign them in prior to going to the classroom.

Extended Absence (eg family holiday)
If your child is taking extended leave you can log the absence on Compass in the same way as an ordinary absence. Select the reason (eg
Family Holiday), enter the date of the first school day absent (time will default to 8:00am) and then enter the end date as the last school
day they will be absent, ensuring the end time is 3:30pm. Extended absences should be cleared by the Principal and class teacher prior to
leaving.

Newsfeed and Newsletter
If using the Compass School Manager app, please turn your notifications on in your phone settings to ensure you are notified when a
newsfeed item has been sent. Our newsletter will once again be upload to both our website and Compass each fortnight. Please read as it
is a valuable source of information and communication between school and home. All 2021 newsletters will be archived on Compass (under
School Documentation) and on our website so you can refer back to them at any time.

Important documents and forms
Documents, some school policies, various forms (eg medication permission form), information booklets and flyers and archived
newsletters are uploaded to School documentation for you to view. Click on the people icon and select School Documentation.

Calendar
Don’t forget to check the calendar to see upcoming events (easier to view on a device such as tablet, laptop or computer). Events
are colour coded for ease of use (eg assemblies—purple, events—green). Go to the calendar icon in your parent portal.

Check in regularly
To avoid missing important information, we recommend you check in regularly. If you are having any issues, please come in and see the
school office staff who will be able to help.

Events currently uploaded to Compass ...
Year 1 Coach Approach
Year 3 & Year 4 Swimming
Year 5 Camp Deposit
Year 5 Camp Balance

DUE: 19/2/2021
DUE: 8/3/2021
DUE: 5/2/2021
DUE: 5/3/2021

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF EVENT DUE DATES AS LATE PAYMENTS/CONSENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. PAYMENTS MADE ONLINE
AND AT THE OFFICE MUST BE MADE ON OR BEFORE THE DUE DATE LISTED ON COMPASS.

Welcome to our Foundation Students!
First day of school—tomorrow,
THURSDAY 4th FEBRUARY
Don’t forget Foundation students finish at 12:45pm on Thursday 4th!
From Friday 5th February onwards, classes will run from 9:00am-3:30pm.

SCHOOL PHOTOS






Named order forms sent home yesterday (Foundation students will receive theirs on Thurs 4th Feb)
Cash payments no longer accepted—online orders only
Clean and tidy school uniform to be worn (no sports tops please)
Hair—neat and swept off face (as per Student Dress Code)
Only pre-ordered sibling photos will be taken on the day

SIGN UP NOW FOR MUSIC LESSONS IN 2021
Dear Parents and students,
Lessons in keyboard, guitar, sax, clarinet, flute and trumpet are available for students from Years 1-6 from $16.90 per
lesson. Lessons operate at school on Wednesdays and Thursdays with Online Music Solutions
(OMS).
Parents of students wishing to participate in any of these programs will need to email
oms@bigpond.net.au for an enrolment form. For further information visit
www.onlinemusicsolutions.com.au or Phone Justin – 0410 678 584
OMS Team

Reminder …

CANTEEN NEWS …

SCHOOL HATS ARE
COMPULSORY IN
TERMS 1 & 4

Canteen is open for lunch orders & recess counter sales
every day. Please make sure you use the latest menu (available at
the school office, on our website and on Compass-School
Documentation.

SCHOOL UNIFORM SUPPLIER

Klad Sport

2/8 Macro Court, Rowville, Phone: 9763 0266
Monday - Friday : 8:30am-4:30pm
Saturday: 9:00am-1:00pm

The Karoo
Newsletter is ...






MANUAL ORDERING
 Write child’s name, grade, room number, canteen items and
total on a brown paper bag (suitable size to hold lunch items)
with correct money securely inside the paper bag. No paper
bag? Write order on an envelope and enclose the money
inside. Add ‘paper bag’ to your order.
ONLINE ORDERING
Register at www.QuickCliq.com.au, activate your account and
login, add student name and our school and place your order.
Use Paypal, Credit Card or direct deposit.

Annual privacy reminder
Big top on Cnr Dorset Rd and Canterbury Rd, Bayswater
5th—28th February 2021
School Children Super Pass— $15.00
[Admit 1 child (2-14yrs) + small popcorn + poster ]
Vouchers available at the school office
For more information: www.circusroyale.com.au
Neither Karoo Primary School nor the Department of Education endorses the product
or services of any private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by Karoo Primary
School or Department of Education for accuracy of information contained in
advertisements or claims made by them.

Our school collects, uses, discloses and stores student and
parent personal information for standard school functions
or where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ Privacy
Policy.
Please take time to remind yourself of the school’s
collection statement, found on our website
http://www.karoops.vic.edu.au/?page_id=474
For more information about privacy, see: Schools’ Privacy
Policy – information for parents. This information also
available in nine community languages.

