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Wednesday 3rd March, 2021

Principal’s Comments

Karoo Calendar

This week we are half way through Term One, I am extremely proud of the way the students have
settled into their new classes.
We have recognised and celebrated the appointment of our Year 6 Captains and Student Council
Representatives at two separate assemblies. On both occasions the recipients were able to invite
two guests to the assembly.
I am hopeful that we will be able to welcome more parents to the school for future assemblies. For
the remainder of Term One we will continue to minimise adults onsite, this will be reviewed following
DET Operation Guidelines.
It is exciting to be able to hold events for the students this term. Friday we have the Karoo Cross
Country, for students in Years 1-6, Year 5 students will be attending the Urban camp this month and
the Year 3 and 4 students will participate in the swimming program.
Foundation students and their families have the opportunity to attend their class Family Picnic night
in coming weeks too.

School Review

This week we commence our School Review, staff commenced working on our school self
evaluation in March last year when we had a Pupil Free Day. It was unfortunate that the review was
postponed on several occasions last year. The review will take place this month over 4 days. A
panel has been formed this includes an independent reviewer, our Regional leader, a parent
representative from School Council, two Principals from local schools and the School Leadership
team. During the 4 days the panel will observe our students learning, discuss with them what they
enjoy learning and how they feel about their learning. Staff participation will include classroom
observations as well as sharing their planning and assessment documents. The panel may invite
parents to a forum, parent feedback and input will be a valuable source of information for the panel.
The panel will review school data from 2016-2019, highlighting and acknowledging areas of growth
and identify areas that require additional work. This will be documented in a 4 year plan called the
School Strategic Plan. This plan provides the school community with definitive goals to work
towards, the purpose of the goals is to improve student learning as well as a focus on student
wellbeing.
I will share more information about the School Review and the new Strategic Plan with the school
community in Term 2.

Safety around the school

I continue to receive phone calls and have discussions with parents about student safety outside the
school. I regularly call Knox Council and Rowville Police to report our concerns about traffic and
parking issues, and know that they will be doing more regular visits during school drop off and pick
up times. It concerns and disappoints me to see the disrespectful and illegal practices shown by
some of our parents. I never want to make a call to a parent about their child being injured due to
behaviour of another parent. Please consider others and show respect for our community members,
particularly the Karoo students.
Leanne Vines
Principal

Make a note in your diaries …

WORKING BEE

Please join us to help make the Karoo school
grounds sparkle while getting to know
other Karoo families!
Lots of small tasks to be performed
—byo garden gloves, spades, secateurs, etc.

MARCH 2021
Tuesday 9th March
Karoo Parents’ Association
meeting— 7:00pm in the staffroom
All welcome!
Thursday 11th March
Wellbeing Information Virtual Session
for Karoo Parents—12:00-12:20pm
Friday 12th March
Year 2 Coach Approach
Mon 15th—Wed 17th March
Year 5 CYC City Camp
Sunday 21st March
Working Bee—10am-12pm
All welcome!
12th—26th March
Year 5 & 6 ‘Living and Growing’
22nd—31st March
Year 3 & 4 Swimming Lessons

ADVANCE NOTICE
2021 CAMPS
Year 6:
The Ranch, Cape Schank
11th-14th May

Term Dates 2021
Term 1:
Term 2:
Term 3:
Term 4:

Thur 28 Jan—Thur 1 Apr
Mon 19 April—Fri 25 Jun
Mon 12 July—Fri 17 Sept
Mon 4 Oct—Fri 17 Dec

QR CODES
Parents coming into the school to
drop off or pick up students that
stay longer than 15mins must scan
the QR code (located at each
gate)
Parents/visitors coming in to the
school for a particular purpose
(eg classroom helping, appointment, providing a service, dropping an item off for a student)
must sign in as a visitor and scan
the QR code located in the office
foyer.

VISITORS TO THE
SCHOOL
All visitors to the school must
sign in and out at the office,
and collect a green visitor’s
badge. These badges help the
students and staff identify you
as an ‘authorised visitor’.
Please remember to return the
badge when you sign out.

Phone: 9759-6222

Email: karoo.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Web: http://www.karoops.vic.edu.au
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Article credited to The Raising Children
website https://raisingchildren.net.au/
How children learn
Children learn by observing, listening, exploring, experimenting and asking questions.
Being interested, motivated and engaged in learning is important for children once they start school. It can also help if they understand
why they’re learning something.
And as your child gets older, he’ll enjoy taking more responsibility for his learning, and getting more involved in making decisions about
learning and organising activities.
Your role in your child’s learning
Even if you think you don’t know much about learning and teaching, your child keeps learning from you over the years. And when your
child goes to primary and then secondary school, you can help your child have a positive attitude to learning, just by being positive
yourself.
One of the best ways to support your child’s learning and education is by building a good relationship with your child’s school, and
communicating with your child’s teachers.

Learning in early primary school
Children learn in different ways – some learn by seeing, some by hearing, some by reading, some by doing.
And at this stage, children still learn through play. Plenty of unstructured, free play helps balance formal lessons at school. It also gives
children a chance to unwind after the routines and rules of school.
Children also learn by using objects in lots of different ways. When your child is experimenting, exploring and creating with a range of
materials, she learns about problem-solving in situations where there are no set or ‘right’ answers.
Children aren’t born with social skills – they have to learn them, just like they have to learn to read and write. Giving your child chances
to play with other children is a great way for him to develop the skills he needs to get on with others.
Your child’s community connections can offer valuable learning experiences too. For example, visiting the local shops, parks,
playgrounds and libraries or walking around your neighbourhood helps your child understand how communities work. As you and your
child explore your community together, you can talk to her about interesting things that you see, or share things that you know.
If your family speaks a language other than English at home, this can be a great way for your child to grow up as a bilingual
learner. Learning two or more languages doesn’t harm or hold back children’s development. In fact, being a bilingual child can have a lot
of advantages – for example, better reading and writing skills.
When you know how your child learns best, you can help him with all areas of learning. For example, if your child seems to learn best by
seeing and doing, but needs to write a story for school, he could make a comic strip to help him organise his ideas.

Tips for learning at primary school
Here are some practical tips for helping your primary school-age child learn:









Show an interest in what your child is doing and learning by talking about school.
Play rhyming games, letter games, and shape and number games with your child, and practise taking turns in games and activities.
Use simple language, and play with words and word meanings – for example, you could clap out the syllables of words or play word
association games.
Keep reading to your child even when she can read for herself.
Let your child hear and see lots of new words in books, on TV or in general conversation, and talk about what the words mean.
Make sure your child has time for free, unstructured play.
Help your child discover what he’s good at by encouraging him to try lots of different activities.

Learning in upper primary
Your child will become more independent as she gets older. It might seem that she wants you to have less input into her learning, but
she does still need your involvement and encouragement, just in different ways.
Even if your child is sharing less information with you, you can let your child know that you’re interested in what he’s learning by actively
listening when he wants to talk. This sends the message that his learning is important to you, and that you’re available to help.
And when you talk with your child about what she’s learning, try to focus on how she’s learning about the topic, rather than on how
much she knows. For example, you could say, ‘What was it like to work in a group to make that short film?’, rather than ‘What mark did
you get for that film project?’
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Tips for learning at upper primary school
Here are some practical tips for helping your older school-age child learn:

 Encourage your child to try new things, to make mistakes and to learn about who she is through new experiences. Keep praising
her for trying new things.

 Show an interest in your child’s activities. For example, if he enjoys playing the drums, ask him about the music he’s playing and
whether he’d like to play for you.

 Watch the news together and talk about what’s happening in the world.
 If your child has homework, encourage her to do it at about the same time each day and in a particular area, away from distractions

like the TV or a mobile phone.
 Make sure your child has time to relax and play. For example, your child might like to read, take photos or kick a ball in the backyard.
 Help your child develop or maintain a good sleep pattern.
Sometimes your child will need your emotional support for learning, as much as your practical help. Here are some ideas:

 Try to be sensitive to when your child is struggling with learning tasks, and work out what he needs. Sometimes it might be your help,
and sometimes it might be a break from the task.

 Trust your child’s judgment. For example, if she thinks she’s ready to play a contact sport or try a new subject, let her have a go.
 Accept your child as a whole person. This means appreciating that he’s strong in some areas of learning and not so strong in others.
 Respond to your child’s feelings. For example, share her excitement when she masters something new, and be patient when she’s
having trouble.

 Try thinking back to your own learning experiences, both the enjoyable ones and the challenging ones. This will help you understand
your child’s experience.

Check in regularly to your parent portal to keep
up to date with all school news …

Having trouble logging on?
Please be aware that Compass passwords only last
12months, and the latest version of the Compass app
should be installed. We have been advised by Compass
that uninstalling your app and then re-installing it may help
solve the problem. If not, please call the school to ask for
a password reset.

Check in regularly
To avoid missing important information, we recommend
you check in regularly. If you are having any issues, please
come in and see the school office staff who will be able to
help.

Events currently uploaded to Compass ...
Year 2 Coach Approach

DUE:

5/3/2021

Year 3 & Year 4
Swimming Lessons

DUE:

8/3/2021

Year 5 Camp Balance

DUE:

5/3/2021

Year 5 & 6 Living & Growing

DUE:

5/3/2021

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF EVENT DUE DATES AS LATE
PAYMENTS/CONSENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. PAYMENTS
MADE ONLINE AND AT THE OFFICE MUST BE MADE ON OR
BEFORE THE DUE DATE LISTED ON COMPASS.

STUDENT BANKING DISCONTINUED
As advised at the end of last year, the Commonwealth Bank
has ceased its student banking program. We no longer
bank deposits on behalf of students.

2021 SCHOOL COUNCILLORS
ELECTORAL PROCESS
The Department of Education and Training has approved the commencement of the electoral process for the elections of School Councillors for
2021. Below is an outline of the process and a timeline for the completion of the elections. I have also included some information about School
Council, its membership establishment and role within our school.
Membership
Our School Council consists of 10 elected parent members, 4 elected members of staff and the Principal.
Terms of Office
The term of office is for two years.
Retiring School Councillors
The following members of School Council retire at the end of this month.
Parents: Simon Cowan, Kylie May, Kitrina Taylor, James Lancaster, Sam Forder and Andrea Haley (1yr)
Retiring members are eligible for re-election
Parent Positions Available: 6 (5 for 2 years and 1 for 1 year)
Staff: Michelle Davies and Kim Davidson
Retiring members are eligible for re-election.
Staff Position Available: 2
Timetable for Elections
What is a school council and what does it do?
All government schools in Victoria have a school council. They are legally formed bodies that are given powers to set the key directions of a
school within centrally provided guidelines. In doing this, a school council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school
provides for its students.
Who is on the school council?
There are three possible categories of membership:
A mandated elected parent category.
More than one-third of the total members must be from this category. Department employees can be parent members at their child’s school as
long as they are not engaged in work at the school.
A mandated elected school employee category.
Members of this category may make up no more than one-third of the total membership of school council. The principal of the school is automatically one of these members.
An optional community member category.
Its members are co-opted by a decision of the council because of their special skills, interests or experiences. DET employees are not eligible to
be community members.
The term of office for members is two years. Half the members must retire each year and this creates vacancies for the annual school council
elections.
22nd February

Call for Nominations. Nomination forms can be printed from Compass attachment or collected from the office.

5th March

Nominations close 4:00 pm

9th March

Nominations displayed at School. Election held if required

16th March

Close of Ballot and Votes counted

Tuesday 23rd March

School Council Meeting

(Form 3 – self nomination)
(Form 4 – nomination for other) If nominating someone else, you must have their signature

CANTEEN NEWS …

Where: Outside Room 10
When: Monday - 8:45-9:00am and 3:30-3:45pm
Thursday - 8:45-9:00am and 3:30-3:45pm
Friday
- 3:30-3:45pm




The clothing rack and tubs will be placed outside Room 10 during
the stated times for parents and students to look for their lost
items (no visits during class time please).
Please help us to keep the rack and tubs neat and tidy after you
have looked for any missing items.
We ask that you please name all of your child’s belongings as it
makes it easier to return items to your child via their classroom
teacher.
Your assistance is greatly appreciated …. Mrs Karen Corrales

Canteen is open for lunch orders and
recess counter sales every day.
SPECIAL MEAL DEALS ARE BACK!
Throughout the year, the Canteen offers a Special Meal Deal for a
set price each fortnight. The Meal Deal will be available for two
weeks and is ordered the same as you would a lunch order.

Week 6 Special Meal Deal is:
Chicken Tender Wrap
Choc Chip Muffin
TNT icypole

$6.00

(available until Wednesday 17th March)

A message from KPA …

CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
The CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to
eligible families to assist with expenses relating to camps,
sport and/or excursions ($125 is payable per student).

On behalf of the Karoo Parent’s Association (KPA) welcome to
the 2021 school year.

If you received the CSEF in 2020, you DO NOT need to
complete an application form for 2021, unless there has
been a change in your family circumstances. The
school will automatically apply on your behalf.

The KPA is a group of parents that help to support the school in
any way that we can. Our objectives include things such as:
 helping to build a strong sense of community around the
school
 encouraging the participation of all parents in the life of the
school and in the education of their children
 help with raising funds for the benefit of the school.

If you are applying for the CSEF for the very first time,
please come into the school office and collect an
application form (and provide a copy of your
Concession Card) for the school to submit on your
behalf.

Generally we meet as a group every 6-8 weeks - a combination
of in-person and via online platform, we also have several subcommittees that catch up around specific events. Parents who
are unable to attend meetings are still encouraged to sign up as
KPA members so as to receive correspondence and updates
from us.

ELIGIBILITY

KPA works cooperatively with the principal, staff and school
council in building effective relationships between home and
school. Any questions around what the KPA is and what we do
please don’t hesitate to email on the contact details below.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR 2021



To be eligible for the fund, a parent/legal guardian of a
student must be a holder of a valid means-tested
concession card, such as a Veteran Affairs Gold Card,
Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession
Card, or be a temporary foster parent. There is also a
special consideration category for asylum seeker and
refugee families.

Tuesday March 9 - First KPA meeting for 2021
Social catch up and Annual General Meeting 7.00 p.m. in the
staffroom at Karoo. At the AGM office bearers will be elected and
then the association is fully operational.
All parents are most welcome, and encouraged, to attend.



You must provide a copy of your valid card with your
completed application form (first time applications
only).



Cards must be valid as at 28 January 2021 (Term 1)
and/or 19 April 2021 (Term 2).

This year I am looking forward to our upcoming Winery Tour,
details below, and also to our School Trivia night planned for later
in the year. Other things that the KPA are involved in, just to
name a few, include working bees, Mother’s/ Father’s Day stall,
Scholastic Book Club, Parent Class Representatives, Foundation
Transition and the 100 days of Foundation celebrations.



Applications will be accepted up until 25th June, with
payments commencing from March onwards.

I look forward to seeing many of you on March 9, or around the
school grounds soon.

Sarah Elliott - KPA President

For more information please visit https://
www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
or see Anna in the school office.

KarooParentAssociation@karoops.vic.edu.au

Upcoming KPA Event ..
SCHOOL UNIFORM SUPPLIER

Klad Sport

2/8 Macro Court, Rowville, Phone: 9763 0266
Monday - Friday : 8:30am-4:30pm
Saturday: 9:00am-1:00pm

Reminder …

SCHOOL HATS ARE
COMPULSORY IN
TERMS 1 & 4

Karoo Winery Tour
Saturday 17th April







Pick up Karoo PS 9.30am
Drop off Karoo PS 5.30pm
Cost: $130
Lots of prizes and raffles on the day
Numbers capped at 35
To confirm your interest please email:
karoowinery2021@gmail.com

Karoo Snapshots …

Coach Approach Incursion

On Wednesday 23rd February the Year 1 students participated in Coach Approach.
The three activities that they participated in were Taekwondo, Hip Hop dancing and Cricket. The students were looking forward to
their first incursion and were so excited! Students have been learning about Food, Fun and Fitness this term and really enjoyed
participating in the different sports and learning from the trainers.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Neither Karoo Primary School nor the Department of Education endorses the product or services of any private advertiser.
No responsibility is accepted by Karoo Primary School or Department of Education for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

Check out these great family-friendly events and programs
coming up in Knox, including :









Harmony at Sunset Concert - https://www.facebook.com/events/850395749137336
Knox Drive-In Cinema Series (www.knox.vic.gov.au/drivein)
Saturday 17 April - GO! - www.facebook.com/events/446675539866399/
Friday 14 May – Scoob! – www.facebook.com/events/262029765435683/
School Holiday shows at the Knox Community Arts Centre (www.knox.vic.gov.au/kcac)
Dinomania (Easter School Hols) - https://www.facebook.com/events/253985619582720/
Make Your Parents Disappear (June School Hols) - https://www.facebook.com/events/138913654733423/
Children and Adult Art/ Pottery Classes at the Ferntree Gully Community Arts
Centre – www.knox.vic.gov.au/ferntreearts
For additional information, please use the links provided.

LAST DAY :
Saturday 6th March 2021
Time: 8:00am—12:00pm
Wearing mask is recommended

