Karoo News
Term 1 Week 8

Wednesday 17th March, 2021

Principal’s Comments

Karoo Calendar

It has been exciting to welcome the school community to recent school events. Thank you to the
parents who are respectfully following our COVID guidelines.
On Friday 5th the students in Years 1-6 participated in the Karoo Cross Country. A very successful
event that was well supported by parents and family members, the community spirit was a highlight.
Special thanks to Josh Maroney for his outstanding organisation, he was well supported by staff and
parents and importantly the House Captains.
The week following the Cross Country I received an email from the grandparents of two our
students. I am thrilled to share this with you and acknowledge the positive behaviour shown by one
of our Year 5 students. Well done!!
Hi there
My husband and I watched the cross country events today to see our grandsons .......and .........
We were unsure when they would be running but were looking for ......’s race first. We asked a
parent helper what race was actually taking place when we arrived.
……….., a boy with a sticker 11B on his grey t-shirt and who had dark hair, took it upon himself
to follow up for us, asking what year level ....... was in, and how old he would turn this year.
Once we established that the current race was not the one ... was in, …….. went over to the
groups of students still waiting to start, to check when he would be running, then came back to
let us know. But that wasn’t the finish of it. He then made sure we were aware when .........’s
race was starting and what way he would be running.
……… was a lovely example of a confident, caring young man, who is a credit to himself, his
parents, and to your school.
People are always willing to criticise the young ones today, but here was a lovely example of
someone who should be praised. Please pass on our thanks to him again.
Cheers………

Foundation Picnic and Play

Finally we had the opportunity to welcome our Foundation students and their families to an event
after school. This year to ensure distance measures were followed we invited each class to
participate in a class picnic and play on a specific night (in previous years we have hosted all
classes on the one night). It was a great opportunity for the students to proudly show their families
their classroom and to see the great learning they have been doing. The picnic and play time in the
Foundation playground provided a great opportunity for the families to meet and get to know each
other.

Karoo Parents Association (KPA)

Last week KPA held their first meeting for the year, despite the low attendance the committee
successfully elected office bearers:
President: Sarah Elliott

Respect Responsibility
Excellence Honesty & Fairness
Tolerance & Understanding

Secretary: Kristy Khouri

Thanks to Kristy Ackland for her exceptional work as the Secretary last year and to Sarah for taking
on another term as President. KPA will be seeking support to ensure they are able to continue to
hold the activities and events they have planned. The focus of KPA is to work in cooperation with
the Principal and School Council, the association’s aims and objectives are to:

 contribute to the wellbeing of the school community
 encourage the participation of all parents in the life of the school and the education of their
children

 provide opportunities for parents to get to know each other and to be informed about their child’s
school

 raise funds for the benefit of the school to support School Council
Events and activities that are a feature of their work and importantly of great benefit to our students
are the Mothers’ and Fathers’ Day Stalls and the Scholastic Book Club. Some of the convenors of
these events are willing to assist but due to work commitments have limited time. These events are
certainly worthy of continued support, they importantly contribute to the wellbeing of our students
and promote a positive sense of community- something Karoo is renowned for.
Please look out for upcoming notices from KPA about forthcoming events, it would be great to have
the support from more parents. There is no requirement for parents to become a KPA member to
become actively involved in these events.

Sunday 21st March
Working Bee—10am-12pm
All welcome!
Wednesday 24th March
Bookings close for OSHC Student
Free Day program
Thursday 25th March
Second Hand Uniform Sale 3-4pm
Wednesday 31st March
Easter Raffle ticket stubs
and money due
12th—26th March
Year 5 & 6 ‘Living and Growing’
22nd—31st March
Year 3 & 4 Swimming Lessons
APRIL 2021
Thursday 1st April
Last day of Term 1
Easter Raffle drawn

ADVANCE NOTICE
2021 CAMPS
Year 6:
The Ranch, Cape Schank
11th-14th May

Term Dates 2021
Term 1:
Term 2:
Term 3:
Term 4:

Thur 28 Jan—Thur 1 Apr
Mon 19 April—Fri 25 Jun
Mon 12 July—Fri 17 Sept
Mon 4 Oct—Fri 17 Dec

QR CODES
Parents coming into the school to
drop off or pick up students that
stay longer than 15mins must scan
the QR code (located at each
gate)
Parents/visitors coming in to the
school for a particular purpose
(eg classroom helping, appointment, providing a service, dropping an item off for a student)
must sign in as a visitor and scan
the QR code located in the office
foyer.

VISITORS TO THE
SCHOOL
All visitors to the school must
sign in and out at the office,
and collect a green visitor’s
badge. These badges help the
students and staff identify you
as an ‘authorised visitor’.
Please remember to return the
badge when you sign out.

Continued overleaf ...
Phone: 9759-6222

MARCH 2021

Email: karoo.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Web: http://www.karoops.vic.edu.au

Principal’s comments continued

School Council

Following the DET nomination process we have now formed our new School Council. The following parents will be welcomed to our first
School Council meeting on Tuesday 23rd March (at this meeting office bearers will be nominated and positions filled):
Parent members:
Robyn Howard, Janna Wright, Jasmin Meaker, Stephanie Spyropoulos, Surhey Tuck and Sam Forder (who renominated)
DET members:
Sean Lock and Alex Watson
Thank you, and we look forward to your contributions as a School Councillor. Retiring School Councillors will be recognised and
acknowledged at our next meeting. Our thanks to the following parent representatives: Simon Cowan, Andrea Haley, James Lancaster,
Kylie May, Kitrina Taylor and staff members Kim Davidson and Michelle Davies. These councillors actively supported council in recent
years in particular their commitment to participating in meetings online last year.

School Review

We have now participated in 3 days of the School Review, these days have been extremely busy with great contributions from our staff.
The panel have been actively observing our students learning and meeting with staff to discuss how we plan our curriculum and the use
of student assessment data to inform their planning. On Friday 19th March the panel will meet with our Education Support staff, and have
discussions with some students from Years 3-6 as well as a Parent Forum.
The final day 30th March will be an opportunity to use all their observations and data to assist us to develop our new School Strategic
Plan; I am looking forward to this!

Easter Raffle

We are now taking donations for our 2021 Easter Raffle . Items with an Easter theme can be left in the coloured tubs in the school foyer,
which will be bundled into lots of wonderful raffle prizes. The more donations we receive, the more prizes we will have to raffle!
Raffle tickets will be sent home to families this week. Each family will receive 5 tickets @ $2 each. Please return your money and ticket
stubs by Wednesday 31st March to be included in the raffle draw. Raffle drawn on the last
day of term, Thursday 1st April. Thank you for helping to make this fundraiser a wonderful
success!

Bike—Found

This bike and helmut was left in the school grounds recently—if the bike belongs to your
family, please come and speak to me regarding its return.

Leanne Vines
Principal

School Council – a parent’s perspective
Being a parent member of School Council has been a great opportunity to work alongside the leaders of Karoo to help improve the educational
experience for all students enrolled in the school. It also gives parents an insight into both the day-to-day operations of the school as well as the
longer term planning required to ensure that Karoo continues to provide the best possible environment for our students, teachers, and education
support staff.
All members of School Council are part of at least one Council sub-committee with a specific focus. The sub-committees include Education, Finance,
Fundraising, Building and Grounds, Out of School Hours Care (OSHC), and Marketing and Grants. Each of these sub-committees play a key role in the
overall operation of the Council. In recent times, key achievements of each subcommittee have included (but certainly not been limited to!):
 Education – a comprehensive review of our languages program at Karoo, culminating in the introduction of Mandarin at the school in 2021,
as well as the implementation of the Tutor Learning Initiative this year.
 Finance – ensuring that the funds allotted to us by the Department of Education, as well as funds raised through school fees and voluntary
contributions, are used efficiently to benefit all students. Recently, we have prioritised projects such as installing new air conditioners and
skylights across the school.
 Fundraising – overseeing a wide range of fun activities designed to engage the school community in fundraising to benefit the school,
including our Coin Challenge, Colour Run and our upcoming Winery Tour.
 Building and Grounds – regular replenishment of soft fall mulch in playgrounds,
 OSHC – operational management to ensure facilities and program are in line with policies and guidelines
 Marketing and Grants – improving our social media presence as well as updating and modernising the school’s website.
School Council also work closely with our valued Karoo Parent’s Association (KPA) with several Council members also being a part of KPA. Once again,
this is an example of multiple people working together with a single focus – to help improve our school for the benefit of all of our students and
families.
I would encourage all parents to consider joining School Council in the future. Elections for the upcoming term have just concluded but keep it in
mind for the future. It’s a great way to get involved and give something back to the school.
Mark Oudshoorn
Secretary
Karoo School Council

A favour to farewell Mrs Macdonald
Dear Karoo Community,
Due to the nature of 2020 we were unable to give Julie Macdonald a
proper farewell when she retired. I’m asking for you to pass on this
message to any past students of Mrs Mac that you may know. It could be
an older sibling of current Karoo students, a cousin, neighbour or friend
you know who was taught by her.
I would love to collate a set of messages for her in a book. It could be a
favourite memory of her, something memorable she taught you, or simply
well wishes for her retirement. It would also be great to mention which
year she taught you. Thank you
We only have just over a week to put this together. Any
messages can be sent to: karooartteachers@gmail.com
Thank you so much for your assistance.

Jemimah Main

A message from KPA …
Second Hand Uniform
Sale
Thursday 25th March
from 3:00-4:00pm
in the courtyard

Lots of school uniform items in a range of
sizes available for sale. Gold coin donation.
Reminder …

SCHOOL HATS ARE
COMPULSORY IN TERMS
1&4

Check in regularly to your parent
portal to keep up to date with all
school news …
PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF EVENT DUE DATES
AS LATE PAYMENTS/CONSENTS WILL NO
LONGER BE ACCEPTED.
PAYMENTS MADE ONLINE AND AT THE OFFICE MUST BE MADE ON OR BEFORE THE DUE
DATE LISTED ON COMPASS.

Wellbeing Presentation
by Celeste Dolphin
A big thank you to Celeste for the
informative online Wellbeing Presentation
she gave last week. Click on the link
below to view the presentation and learn
more about the wellbeing services
provided at Karoo.
Wellbeing Officer Chaplain Presentation
This information has also been uploaded
to our website for the school community
to refer to. Go to our homepage (http://
www.karoops.vic.edu.au) and locate the
link under the ’Wellbeing at Karoo’
information .

Located outside Room 10
Monday - 8:45-9:00am & 3:30-3:45pm
Thursday - 8:45-9:00am & 3:30-3:45pm
Friday
- 3:30-3:45pm

 Racks placed outside at above times (no
visitors during class time please)

 Please leave racks and tubs neat and tidy
after searching for missing items

 Named items are returned to your child
via classroom (please ensure your child’s
uniform items are named clearly)
Your assistance is greatly appreciated ….

Mrs Karen Corrales

Karoo Snapshots …
Coach Approach Incursion
On Friday the 12th March Year 2 students were very fortunate to learn and apply new skills
taught through Coach Approach, and their specialist trainers.
They participated in three activities: Taekwondo, Hip Hop dancing and Frisbee. It was a fantastic afternoon that all students
thoroughly enjoyed. Year 2 students have been learning about all the many ways we can be healthy this term in Integrated Studies,
and through Coach Approach, have added new knowledge and skills that they can continue to practise and build upon.

Make a note in your diaries …

WORKING BEE

Please join us to help make the Karoo school grounds sparkle while getting
to know other Karoo families!
Lots of small tasks to be performed
—byo garden gloves, spades, secateurs, etc.

NEXT STUDENT FREE DAY:

Mon 19th April 2021
(first day of Term 2)

OSHC program will be
running—bookings close
Wed 24th March.

Easter Raffle
DONATIONS NOW BEING TAKEN. PLEASE DROP YOUR EASTER
THEMED ITEMS INTO THE MARKED BASKETS IN THE SCHOOL
OFFICE FOYER.
RAFFLE TICKETS GOING HOME THIS WEEK—5 TICKETS @ $2 EACH.
RAFFLE DRAWN ON THURSDAY 1ST APRIL (LAST DAY OF TERM 1)

COMMUNITY NEWS
Neither Karoo Primary School nor the Department of Education endorses the product or services of any private advertiser.
No responsibility is accepted by Karoo Primary School or Department of Education for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

Lysterfield
Auskick
Start Date: 17th April 2021
Time:
9:30am to 11:00am
Where:
Lakesfield Reserve,
Lakesfield Drive, Lysterfield
How to register: Go to https://www.playhq.com/
afl/register/5b9fb9
Please note that all registrations have to be completed and paid online.
Enquiries:

Brad McNay on 0409 149 868

ST SIMONS OSHC
VACATION CARE PROGRAM

For bookings and enquiries:
ssoshc@beyondeducare.com.au or call 0478 746 473

Daily events as follows:
5th April
6th April
7th April
8th April
9th April

Public Holiday
Aussie Wildlife Incursion
Fort builders
Electrical Buzz Incursion
Rockstar Party

12th April
13th April
14th April
15th April
16th April

Arcade Olympics
Brick4Kidz Incursion
Sports Jam Incursion
Little Foodies fun
Wild Wild West

