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Term 2 Week 2

Respect Responsibility
Excellence Honesty & Fairness
Tolerance & Understanding

Wednesday 28th April, 2021

Principal’s Comments

Karoo Calendar
APRIL

Welcome to Term 2
A busy term is planned and I am sure there will be more events to add to the calendar in coming
weeks too.
Our Year 6 students will be attending a four day three night camp at Cape Schanck in Week 4. We
know the students are looking forward to the camp, there will be opportunities to further develop
friendships and to participate in outdoor adventure activities. We look forward to hearing about their
time on camp when they return. I would like to acknowledge the support from parents who have
offered their time to attend the camp.

Friday 30th April
District Cross Country
MAY
Tuesday 4th May
Year 1 excursion: Mont De Lancey
School Council meeting 7pm
Wed 5th May
Mothers Day Stall

NAPLAN National Assessment Program- Literacy and Numeracy
Also during week 4 our Year 3 and Year 5 students will participate in NAPLAN assessments
commencing on Tuesday and concluding on Thursday.
The results are used to chart student progress against a national standard. This helps the
government and education bodies identify strengths and also areas for improvement in teaching and
learning programs. It is important to note that NAPLAN results are not allocated as a pass/ fail.
Instead, test results are reported on scales which demonstrate how students have performed
compared to established standards.

Thurs 6th May
Mothers Day Stall
Foundation Grandparents/Special
friends morning tea 9:30am

For students, NAPLAN is about assessing their competency in skills that will be essential for
everyday life, such as finding work, filling out forms, and understanding how to do calculations. The
tests, therefore, cover skills in numeracy, reading, writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation.
There has been a considerable amount of ‘media talk’ about NAPLAN in recent weeks. We prepare
our students by clarifying the purpose of the tests, that is they are a test to assess literacy and
numeracy skills that have been acquired over time through daily learning in the classroom.
Our students are being prepared and we are supporting them to understand the format of the tests.
They are learning how to interpret questions, to manage their time (the tests have an allocated time
frame) and importantly we are encouraging them to do the best they can on the day.

Tues 11th — Fri 14th May
Year 6 Camp

Wednesday 19th May
Foundation incursion: Chinese
Dragon Dance

During our recent School Review the panel used NAPLAN data to identify student growth within the
four years of the review period. NAPLAN results enabled us to identify areas that required additional
work from a school level through to individual students.

Friday 21st May
Division Girls Football
(select students only)

Karoo Statement of Values
Also during our School Review we presented the reviewer with a range of mandated policies. These
policies are regulated by the VRQA (Victorian Regulations and Qualifications Authority). It was
pleasing to be recognised and acknowledged for having all policies and procedures in place (it was
noted by the reviewer that few schools have 100% completed prior to the Review).
In this week’s newsletter we have attached Karoo’s Statement of Values Policy. Our policy has been
developed using Department guidelines. It clearly demonstrates our commitment to upholding a
strong ethos that underpins all that we do at Karoo. Our Statement of Values articulates the
responsibility of all stakeholders (Principal, school leaders, staff, parents, community members and
DET). Please take the time to read this document, it is important that the school community have a
shared understanding of our responsibilities.
School Council
This week is exceptionally busy with meetings, excitedly the meetings include parents. Our School
Council sub committees are now established, it is great to see a high level of engagement and
commitment from council members. Sub committees will provide feedback and information to the
school community throughout the year.
Family News
Congratulations to Josh Maroney and his partner, they became the parents of a son last week. Josh
reports that they are all well, albeit it little bit tired! Josh is currently on leave, giving him time to
spend with his family.
Leanne Vines
Principal

NEW CANTEEN MENU OUT NOW

(WINTER—TERMS 2 & 3)

Sent out via Compass and also available in School Documentation (on Compass)
and on our Website. Please ensure you are ordering Canteen lunches from the new menu!

Friday 7th May
Mothers’ Day Celebration
Morning tea—8:30am in the gym
World Maths Day

Tues 11th —Thurs 13th May
NAPLAN (Years 3 & 5)
Monday 17th May
SSS Rehearsal

Term Dates 2021
Term 2: Mon 19 April—Fri 25 Jun
Term 3: Mon 12 July—Fri 17 Sept
Term 4: Mon 4 Oct—Fri 17 Dec

QR CODES
Parents coming into the school to
drop off or pick up students that
stay longer than 15mins must scan
the QR code (located at each
gate)
Parents/visitors coming in to the
school for a particular purpose (eg
classroom helping, appointment,
providing a service, dropping an
item off for a student) must sign
in as a visitor and scan the QR
code located in the office foyer.

VISITORS TO THE
SCHOOL
All visitors to the school must
sign in and out at the office,
and collect a green visitor’s
badge. These badges help the
students and staff identify you
as an ‘authorised visitor’.
Please remember to return the
badge when you sign out.

Phone: 9759-6222

Email: karoo.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Web: http://www.karoops.vic.edu.au

Statement of Values
Karoo Primary School recognises the importance of the partnership between schools and parents to support student learning,
engagement and wellbeing. We share a commitment to, and a responsibility for, ensuring inclusive, safe and orderly environments for
children and young people.
This Statement of Values sets out our behavioural expectations of all members in this school community, including the Principal, all
school staff, parents, students and visitors. It respects the diversity of individuals in our school community and addresses the shared
responsibilities of all members in building a safe and respectful school community. Unlawful discrimination, sexual and other forms of
harassment, bullying, violence, aggression and threatening behaviour are unacceptable and will not be tolerated in this school.
Our Statement of Values acknowledges that parents and school staff are strongly motivated to do their best for every child. Everyone
has the right to different opinions and views and to raise concerns, as long as we do this respectfully as a community working together.
RESPONSIBILITIES
As the Principal and school leaders, we will:




Work collaboratively to create a school environment where respectful and safe conduct is expected of everyone.



Plan, implement and monitor arrangements for the care, safety, security and general wellbeing of all students in attendance at the
school.






Identify and support students who are or may be at risk.




Make known to parents the school’s communication and complaints procedures.

Behave in a manner consistent with the standards of our profession and meet core responsibilities to provide inclusive, safe and
orderly environments.

Do our best to ensure every child achieves their personal and learning potential.
Work with parents to understand their child’s needs and, where necessary, adapt the learning environment accordingly.
Respond appropriately when inclusive, safe or orderly behaviour is not demonstrated and implement appropriate interventions
and sanctions when required.
Ask any person who is acting in an offensive and/or disorderly way to leave the school grounds or, if appropriate, contact
authorities to assist.

As teachers and all non-teaching staff, we will:







Model positive behaviour to students consistent with the standards of our profession.



Treat all members of the school community with respect.

Proactively engage with parents about student outcomes.
Work with parents to understand the needs of each student and, where necessary, adapt the learning environment accordingly.
Work collaboratively with parents to improve learning and wellbeing outcomes for students with additional needs.
Communicate with the Principal and school leaders in the event we anticipate or face any concerns or challenging behaviours
from parents.

As parents, we will:




Model positive behaviour to our child.







Work with the school to achieve the best outcomes for our child.

Ensure our child attends school on time, every day the school is open for instruction and take an interest in our child’s learning
and school.
Communicate constructively with the school and use expected processes and protocols when raising any concerns.
Support school staff to maintain a safe learning environment for all students.
Follow the school’s complaints processes if there are complaints.
Treat all school leaders, staff, students, and other members of the school community with respect.

As students, we will:








Model positive behaviour to other students.
Comply with and model school values.
Behave in a safe and responsible manner.
Respect ourselves, other members of the school community and the school environment.
Actively participate in school.
Not disrupt the learning of others and make the most of our educational opportunities.

As community members, we will:






Model positive behaviour to the school community.
Treat other members of the school community with respect.
Support school staff to maintain a safe and orderly learning environment for all students.
Follow the school’s community grievance policy when communicating with the school.

The Department of Education and Training will:




Provide support and advice to the Principals to manage and respond to challenging behaviour of students, parents and staff.



Provide practical guidance and resources to support the school to respond to and prevent bullying and promote cyber-safety and
wellbeing.






Provide access to evidence based resources and strategies to increase student safety, wellbeing and engagement.

Provide practical guidance and resources to support the school to manage and respond to challenging behaviour of students,
parents and staff.

Provide the school with practical and legal support as required.
Provide parents with practical guidance and resources to resolve conflicts with the school.

CONSEQUENCES FOR FAILING TO UPHOLD THE STATEMENT OF VALUES
Unreasonable behaviours
Behaviours that are considered inappropriate on and adjacent to school grounds or in relation to school-related activities and that do not
uphold the principles of this Statement of Values include when a person:










is rude, aggressive or harasses others
sends rude, confronting or threatening letters, emails or text messages
is manipulative or threatening
speaks in an aggressive tone, either in person or over the telephone
makes sexist, racist or derogatory comments
inappropriately uses social media as a forum to raise concerns/make complaints against the school
is physically intimidating, e.g. standing unreasonably close
attempts to inappropriately persuade others of a view they do not hold.

Consequences
The Principal is responsible for determining what constitutes reasonable and unreasonable behaviour. Unreasonable behaviour and/or
failure to uphold the principles of this Statement of Values may lead to further investigation and the implementation of appropriate procedures and consequences. This may include, depending on the circumstances:





utilising mediation and counselling services




an intervention order being sought

alternative communication strategies being applied
formal notice preventing entry onto school premises or attendance at school activities (Written notice will follow any verbal notice
given)
informing the police, which may result in criminal charges.

By agreeing to meet specified standards of positive behaviour, everyone in our school community can be assured that they will be treated with fairness and respect. In turn, this will help to create a school that is safe and orderly, where everyone is empowered to participate and learn.
The Education Sub Committee and Karoo Primary School staff will review the effectiveness of the school’s Statement of Values on a
yearly basis in accordance with DET guidelines and priorities

Assistant Principal Page - Mrs Heatley’s Headlines
School Council Education Sub-committee
As a member of School Council, councillors must nominate membership to at least one sub-committee. These include Finance,
Education, Marketing and Grants, Fundraising, Building and Grounds and OSHC.
The Karoo Primary School Education Sub Committee meet approximately every four to six weeks, and is convened by myself, and has
approximately 5-6 School Councillors as members.
A major task we have as an ongoing role is to ensure school policies are written, discussed and ratified at School Council. All KPS
policies comply with DET recommendations and standards and adhere to the Schools Policy and Advisory Guide http://
www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/Pages/spag.aspx , accessible by the general public. You can find policies on the
school website at http://www.karoops.vic.edu.au/?page_id=474
We also discuss whole school matters regarding education such as Languages, upcoming DET required events such as NAPLAN and
general curriculum needs and outcomes.
If you wish to discuss any matters regarding policies, the curriculum and/or student learning, please don’t hesitate to contact one of
the following school council members who can bring your questions/comments to our meetings.
Education Sub Committee Members for 2021:
Danielle Heatley (Convenor)
Robyn Mowat
Sean Lock
Fiona Robinson
Janna Wright
Surhey Tuck

Term 2 Curriculum Day – Monday 19th April
On the first day of Term 2 the teachers took part in a Curriculum Day developing their knowledge about
Conferring. This classroom practice is a time when the student confers with the teacher about their
learning, with a focus on improving their skills. Students can confer with the teacher 1:1 and at times in
small groups as well. Teachers plan for these sessions with students and record and track student goals and
learning over the year. The DSSI (Differentiated School Support Initiative) regional staff presented along
with our English leader (Learning Specialist) – Emma Finnerty. At the end of the session we spent some
time unpacking our new knowledge and documenting our actions going forward. This will continue to be a
strategy teachers use to drive improvement and student learning outcomes.

Semester 1 Reports and Parent Teacher Interviews
As part of the ongoing formative assessment at Karoo, teachers are continually assessing students to guide their planning and
teaching and to ensure they are catering to the students’ point of need.
Semester 1 reports are a reflection of the students’ progress throughout the semester. These reports will be available for parents to
access through Compass in Week 10 of Term 2. There will be opportunities to discuss these reports with teachers at the beginning of
Term 3. More information will come later in the term about booking in for Interviews.
As always if you would like to discuss your child’s progress with their teacher you can message them directly on Compass or call or
email the office to request a meeting with the teacher.

Student Excellence Program Term 1
Last term students from Years 3 to 6 had the opportunity to participate in a range of new and exciting programs as part of our
Student Excellence and Enrichment Program.

Gateways
Luke O from 3L and Chelsea from 4M extended their Reading and Writing skills by
participating in a two day Gateways Program based on Harry Potter and The
Philosopher’s Stone. They took part in a range of challenging and enriching activities
including role-playing, writing a Harry Potter based story and playing a quidditch letter
game. Here’s what they have to say about their experiences:

“My favourite subject is writing and I got to write all day.
It was really fun.” -Luke
“My favourite part of the program was the quidditch game
because you got to learn new words and it was really fun.” -Chelsea

Victorian High-Ability Program
Kruz from 6B was selected to participate in an extension Mathematics program run through
Virtual Schools Victoria. Each week he worked collaboratively with students from a range of
schools to develop his problem-solving skills and deepen his mathematical understandings.
Congratulations on your hard work and dedication Kruz!

Writing Enrichment Group
Year 6 students had the opportunity to participate in a
Writing Enrichment Group held once a week over the
course of Term 1. Interested students were asked to write
an expression of interest and demonstrate a passion for
writing. The six students who were selected chose to create
a Karoo Kids Website as their writing project. The students
worked collaboratively to brainstorm, plan, write, edit and
revise different pages for the site including: Story Time,
Interviews, Artwork around Karoo and a Kids Activity Page.
They look forward to sharing the website with you in the
next newsletter so stay tuned!
Here is a sneak peek of the Artwork Around Karoo Page…
Located outside Room 10
Monday - 8:45-9:00am & 3:30-3:45pm | Thursday - 8:45-9:00am & 3:30-3:45pm | Friday

- 3:30-3:45pm

 Racks placed outside at above times (no visitors during class time please)
 Please leave racks and tubs neat and tidy after searching for missing items
 Named items are returned to your child via classroom (please ensure your child’s uniform items are named clearly)
Your assistance is greatly appreciated …. Mrs Karen Corrales

PLAY Leaders Program
The last week of Term 1 saw 30 Year 5 students participate in a full one-day intensive PLAY Leaders training program. The PLAY training day took
place in the gymnasium, allowing Student Leaders the opportunity to learn how to facilitate safe and fun games for younger students at school
during lunchtimes throughout the year. The students were trained on the games and skills required to run the PLAY program at Karoo Primary
School. There was time allocated for the students to facilitate the games they had learned with a group of Year 1 students under the close
supervision and guidance of the experienced trainers. The PLAY program aims to build the resilience of both the Student Leaders and younger
participants, develop their intellectual and cognitive skills, and positively impact on student behaviour. It is designed to build relationships and
ensure an abundance of structured and engaging activities for all, creating a fun and interactive environment.
The intensive training program has equipped the Year 5 students with the skills and confidence to begin running the program at school, with the
support of the dedicated teachers in charge, Mr Leeson and Mr Maroney. The PLAY program will commence next week with 6 students rostered on
each day to facilitate the games for younger students. This will occur during the first half of lunch time beginning at 1pm and concluding at
approximately 1:25pm. The PLAY Leaders will be recognised in the schoolyard by their blue high visibility vests. They are very excited to support all
students to enjoy their break times and come back to class refreshed and ready to connect, concentrate and enjoy their learning. Keep an eye out
for the PLAY Leaders and join in on the fun!

Mr Leeson and Mr Maroney

A message from KPA
Shhh …. It’s nearly Mothers’ Day!
KPA is holding a Mother’s Day Stall on 5th and 6th May where students may purchase a little something for
Mother’s Day. Items range in price from $1:00—$4:00. Come and have a look at the wonderful display in our
library window of the selection of gifts available. Students are encouraged to maybe try some simple maths to
budget for the stall, and larger families can also work out who is getting what to avoid double ups.
Each class will be allocated a time on Wednesday 5th May or Thursday 6th May. Students need to bring money
on the day along with their own plastic bag to take items home in.

Mother’s Day Celebration
Friday 7th May at 8:30am in the school gym
SAVE THE DATE:
Saturday 7th August

Please join us for a special morning tea for all

Karoo Trivia Night

Karoo Mums (and special females).

At Karoo, we value engaging students in the curriculum area of Mathematics. Next week we are very excited to be
celebrating World Maths Day, a global celebration of learning where over 6 million students from over 150 countries register
to participate.
The students at Karoo will have the opportunity to join in two events:
–

–

This is a global competition where students participate in Live Mathletics.
Live Mathletics is the official host platform for World Maths Day. Every Karoo student has a Mathletics
log in. On the day, students race against the clock to answer as many questions as possible within a 60
second time limit. For each question they get correct, they earn 1 point. Students can complete up to
20 Live Mathletics levels to achieve their World Maths Day score.
A student’s current year level dictates the Live Mathletics levels they’ll need to complete. Some
students will complete this in class, and some will be asked to complete it at home. Your child’s
classroom teacher will inform you or their class of how they will be participating. If your child’s year level is completing it at
home, log in to Mathletics using the log in details provides by your child’s teacher.
Go to this website to learn more about World Maths Day: https://www.3plearning.com/world-maths-day/
–

–

This is an event where students will participate in investigating Maths around the school. Students will be
grouped across year levels where they will travel together around the world (Karoo), to use their Maths
knowledge on a range of Maths investigations. Along the way, they will each have a World Maths Day
passport that will be checked off at each stop. The mathematicians will be travelling between recess and
lunchtime on Friday 7th May. That just about ‘sums’ it up.

VICTORIAN PREMIERS’ READING CHALLENGE
The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge is now open and Karoo Primary School is excited to be participating. The PRC application
offers a range of exciting features including:






access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs)
a modern user-friendly interface
rewarding students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved
the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or complete a book review

The Challenge is open to all Victorian children from birth to Year 10 in recognition of the importance of reading for literacy development.
It is not a competition; but a personal challenge for children to read a set number of books by 10 September 2021.
Children from Prep to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents and teachers. Children from Year 3 to
Year 10 are challenged to read 15 books. All children who meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the
Victorian Premier and former Premiers.
To read the Premier’s letter to parents, view the booklist and for more information about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge, visit:
www.education.vic.gov.au/prc

Karoo Snapshots …

Year 3 and 4 Swimming Reflections
In Term 1 the Year 3 and 4 students participated in the swimming program at Paul Sadler Swimland. Thank you to all the swimming
instructors, teachers and parent helpers for assisting the Karoo Students. The students enjoyed swimming in mixed groups and developed
their confidence and skills within the water.

Reflections from Year 3s
The best part about swimming was learning new skills, becoming more confident in the water and making new friends,
making it so much fun!
I enjoyed challenging myself to and learning new skills.
My favourite part was jumping in the deep end and practicing freestyle.

Reflections from Year 4s
I loved swimming because we got to mix with another class based on skill level and we all improved our swimming.
It was great swimming with my class mates and the teachers were really helpful and I thank them for teaching us.
I valued learning new swimming techniques and it was a wonderful learning experience. The teachers gave feedback about my swimming
strokes so I could improve and achieve my goal.

Government Schools Guide
Important information
for parents
In 2021 many parents will still need
to make decisions regarding their
child's education for 2022 and beyond.
To assist in their decision making and as we are environmentally conscious and mindful of being contact free during
this current health crisis we have provided below a direct
link to the April 2021 edition of the Government Schools
Guide which we would request that you include in your
next newsletter to parents, encouraging them to use this
link which is a useful digital resource tool to aid in their decision.
To assist your decision making in relation to your child's
education for 2022 and beyond, please find below a link to
the 124 page April 2021 edition of the Government Schools
Guide.
CLICK HERE:
https://victoriaschoolguides.starcommunity.com.au/
government-schools-guide/

Check in regularly to your parent portal to keep up to date with all school news …

Events currently uploaded to Compass ...
Foundation: Chinese Dragon Dance
Year 1:
Mont De Lancey Historic Homestead
Year 5:
Victorian State School Spectacular (dep)
Victorian State School Spectacular (bal)

DUE:
DUE:
DUE:
DUE:

Year 5/6:

DUE: 14/5/21
DUE: 21/5/21
DUE: 14/5/21

Division Girls Football
District Sport Winter
Whole School: Koomurri Cultural Incursion

14/5/21
5/5/21
11/5/21
27/8/21

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF EVENT DUE DATES AS LATE PAYMENTS/CONSENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
PAYMENTS MADE ONLINE AND AT THE OFFICE MUST BE MADE ON OR BEFORE THE DUE DATE LISTED ON COMPASS.

Foundation Transition Program for Foundation students starting in 2022
If you have a child starting Foundation in 2022, please collect an enrolment form from the school office. Upcoming events to note in your
diaries:
Splash into Karoo Colour Fun: Tuesday 11th May from 5:00-6:00pm
Splash into Karoo Colour Fun and School Tour: Saturday 15th May from 10:00-11:00am
Story time Sessions: Friday 21st May from 9:15-10:00am and Monday 24th May from 9:15-10:00am
Bookings can be made at the school office (phone: 9759 6222)

COMMUNITY NEWS
Neither Karoo Primary School nor the Department of Education endorses the product or services of any private advertiser.
No responsibility is accepted by Karoo Primary School or Department of Education for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

