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Principal’s Comments

Karoo Calendar

It’s been exciting to see the Karoo Community coming together again this year. In the last two
weeks we have been fortunate to have had many parents and carers supporting the students.
Behind every event we have the support of parents, there are so many talented and committed
parents.

Celebrating mums and special people

Last week the Karoo Parents Association came to the fore with the Mothers’ Day stalls on
Wednesday and Thursday. The display of gifts to be purchased were a feature in the library prior to
the selling days. It was exciting to see the students gazing through the window, big decisions were
being made about their choice of gift. Then on Wednesday and Thursday every class had an
opportunity to purchase their gifts. The encouragement and support from the parent helpers was
enlightening - so much care and lots of talking was done as they helped the students make their
choices.
I’m sure the mums and special people loved their gifts and importantly the love and thought that
went along with it. To the organisers and abundance of helpers many thanks for your support.
Morning cuppa, chat and time to celebrate being a mum and a special person….. a first time
event at Karoo for many years.
On Thursday afternoon another group of committed parents from KPA decorated the gym. Adorned
with student artwork and decorations, the gym became a welcoming space to celebrate Mothers’
Day. On Friday morning from 8.15am the gym was filled with mums and some nanas and a plentiful
supply of food (purchased from donations from local supermarket Woolies and fruit from Henry’s
both at Stud Park). Hot cuppas were prepared by two dads, which just added a special touch too!
Lots of family photos were taken as a special memory of this event and to capture the happiness on
the faces of our students and mums.

Tues 11th — Fri 14th May
Year 6 Camp
(return time will be posted on
Compass on Friday)
Tues 11th —Thurs 13th May
NAPLAN (Years 3 & 5)
Monday 17th May
SSS Rehearsal
Wednesday 19th May
Foundation incursion: Chinese
Dragon Dance
Friday 21st May
Division Girls Football
(select students only)
Wednesday 26th May
Aboriginal Cultural incursion
Thursday 27th May
Karoo Coin Challenge
Friday 28th May
Year 5/6 District Sport
JUNE
Tuesday 1st June
KPA meeting—9am
Friday 4th June
Division Cross Country
(select students only)

To the organisers, decorators and those who assisted on the day, a big thank you!

Year 6 Camp

Year 6 students left yesterday for their 3 night stay at The Ranch at Cape Schanck. They arrived
safely late morning and commenced activities as soon as they had settled in. After dinner they were
preparing for a night walk, hopefully using lots of energy in readiness for a good night’s sleep.

Transition for Prospective Foundation students

We have commenced school tours every Tuesday and Thursday at 9.30am (bookings are required),
it has been a great pleasure to welcome prospective parents to the school. Feedback has been very
positive and importantly many encouraging comments are in relation to seeing the students learning.
The school’s Agreed Practices which we establish with all staff at the beginning of the school year
support our students learning. These practices are noted by visitors to the school (also noted and
discussed during our recent School Review too). It is clearly evident in our classrooms that Karoo
students are engaged in their learning, they understand the purpose of their learning by using
Learning Intentions, Success Criteria and also working on their personal learning goals. Highly
organised classrooms which include a daily timetable or schedule, Positive Classroom Plans and
high expectations for all students are also important and consistent features of our teaching and
learning programs. It is a privilege to show visitors around the school and to visit classrooms.
During this term we have planned Transition sessions to provide an opportunity for preschool
children to have a ‘taste of school’.
Splash into Colour, the first of two events was held last night, preschool children had the opportunity
to explore the Foundation building, the play area was a favourite! They also participated in craft
activities to explore the use of colours. Making a colour wheel, a colourful lantern with a light were
enjoyed but as expected the glitter was the favourite!
This Saturday 15th May from 10.00 -11.00 a.m. we again welcome kinder and preschool children to
Karoo to participate in another Splash into Colour activity session. Please phone the school to
register, there will also be an opportunity for a school tour during this time too.
We then welcome preschool children to the school library for Story Time on Friday 21st May and
Monday 24th May from 9.15 to 10.00 a.m. We have a well resourced and inviting library, and look
forward to welcoming the children to these sessions. Please register at the school office.
.. Continued overleaf

MAY

Term Dates 2021
Term 2: Mon 19 April—Fri 25 Jun
Term 3: Mon 12 July—Fri 17 Sept
Term 4: Mon 4 Oct—Fri 17 Dec

QR CODES
Parents coming into the school to
drop off or pick up students that
stay longer than 15mins must scan
the QR code (located at each
gate)
Parents/visitors coming in to the
school for a particular purpose (eg
classroom helping, appointment,
providing a service, dropping an
item off for a student) must sign
in as a visitor and scan the QR
code located in the office foyer.

VISITORS TO THE
SCHOOL
All visitors to the school must
sign in and out at the office,
and collect a green visitor’s
badge. These badges help the
students and staff identify you
as an ‘authorised visitor’.
Please remember to return the
badge when you sign out.

Phone: 9759-6222

Email: karoo.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Web: http://www.karoops.vic.edu.au

Principal’s Comments continued

Display Boards

In coming weeks we would like you to look out for some exciting new advertising display boards in the local area promoting our great
school. Two school council members have taken on the role of Marketing the school. Their creative artwork together with regular
communication with local real estate agents has resulted in engaging and welcoming displays.
Thank you to Barry Plant Rowville and Ray White Rowville for supporting the school. We look forward to further developing relationships
with local companies as we continue to promote Karoo Primary School.

Karoo Coin Challenge - Thursday 27th May

This event is a favourite of our students, and was certainly missed last year. We encourage all students to commence collecting coins
and bring them to school. Not only is this a great fundraising event that involves all students it is also a great opportunity for learning
about the names of the Australian coins, determining equivalent amounts of money using different coins and to use a range of
mathematical skills to add amounts of money.
We look forward to sharing more information about the event- there will be a prize for the class who collect the longest line of money.
Leanne Vines
Principal

Assistant Principal Page - Mrs Heatley’s Headlines

Celebrating
Karoo Mums
(and special people)

Karoo Snapshots …
Buddy program: Foundation and Year 5
All classes have met with their buddy grade and the excitement is
always evident when we are going to have time with the Foundation
students.
The way in which the Year 5 students embrace being role models and
leaders to the younger students is inspiring. They are keen to show
them around the school, make sure they have friends to play with, help
them return to their classroom after recess , explain school rules and
generally make sure they are having a good day. They are a reliable and
nurturing support for the newest members of the Karoo school
community.

Meeting our
buddies

Buddy activities are usually scheduled into the weekly timetable.
During these sessions, the students collaborate on craft tasks, reading stories and playing maths games. We also have other
fun events, such as Buddy Breakfast where students come to school in their pyjamas.
Here are some photos of the buddy program in action.
Nate and Raymond

Tyson and William

Charlotte and Katie

Meg and Aaryana

Charlie and Dylan

Cooper and Noah

Where: Outside Room 10
When: Monday - 8:45-9:00am and 3:30-3:45pm | Thursday - 8:45-9:00am and 3:30-3:45pm | Friday - 3:30-3:45pm




The clothing rack and tubs will be placed outside Room 10 during the stated times for parents and students to look for their lost items
(no visits during class time please).
Please help us to keep the rack and tubs neat and tidy after you have looked for any missing items.
We ask that you please name all of your child’s belongings as it makes it easier to return items to your child via their classroom teacher.
Your assistance is greatly appreciated …. Mrs Karen Corrales

~Why mums are so special~

Mother’s Day Ideas
Explore the
Great Outdoors

Craft the day
Away

Mums love you unconditionally.

Spend time with
Mum in the Garden

They accept you for who you are.
Their patience is limitless, well, almost.
They nag because they genuinely care.
They make lots of sacrifices.
Mothers try hard to cheer you up.
They make sure you never go hungry.

Treat mum
To a Manicure

Cook a Family
Recipe

Make Mum a
Playlist

They strive to be your guiding light.
Mums always listen to you.
They offer a shoulder to cry on.
They teach you what’s right and
what is wrong.
Mums give good advice, even if you

Have a Tea Party

Watch a Movie
Together

Flip Through a
Photo Album

Mum Interview

















How old are you?
What is your favourite food?
What is your favourite colour?
What is your favourite flower?
What are some of your hobbies?
What is your favourite TV show?
What type of music do you like?
Who is your favourite celebrity?
What makes you laugh?
What is your best memory of me as a baby?
What is your favourite thing about me?
Tell me about your mum?
If you won 1 million dollars, what would you
spend it on?
Name your dream holiday destination?
If you had one wish, what would it be?

don’t always want to hear it.
They always want the best for you.

Historical Mothers
Over the centuries mothers have given their children
plenty of good advice; here are some examples.
COLUMBUS' MOTHER:
I don't care what you've discovered, Christopher. You could have written.
MICHELANGELO'S MOTHER:
Mike, can't you paint on walls like other children? Do you have any idea
how hard it is to get that stuff off the ceiling?
GOLDILOCKS' MOTHER:
I've got a bill here for a broken chair from the Bear family.
Do you know anything about this Goldie?

: What did the momma horse say to the foal?
A: Its pasture your bedtime
Q: What do you call a mum who cannot draw?
A: Tracy
Q: Why is a computer so smart?
A: Because It listens to its motherboard.
Q: What did mommy spider say to baby spider?
A: You spend too much time on the web.

Library and Information Week celebrates Libraries under the theme ‘Adventures in Space
and Time’ from 17-23 May 2021.
This theme is inspired by the book ‘Give Me Some Space’ by Philip Bunting and includes
space exploration, astronomy, science, inventiveness, passion, the solar system, Earth,
environmental conservation, hope, wonder, perspectives and viewpoints!
The book is located in our Library and will be given a special reading next week by our
Library Captains!

Letters from the Library!
A Victorian Premier’s Reading
Challenge Update!
Congratulations for reading 593 books so far!
We still have 128 days to go.

How many books can we read as a school?
Which class will read the most books?
Who will be the Victorian Premier’s Reading
Challenge Reading Champion at Karoo
Primary School and take home the major
prize?
A big CONGRATULATIONS to Year 1 who currently
have the lead for the year level prize! Koah from
1D is currently leading the school with 54 books
read. A special mention also goes out to Braxton in
Foundation S who has read 50 books!

Who will be leading next week?

LUNCHTIME CLUBS HAVE BEGUN
HAVE A LOOK AT THE LIST ON THE LIBRARY WINDOW FOR WHAT
CLUBS YOU CAN JOIN, AND WHEN AND WHERE THEY ARE ON.

Check in regularly to your parent portal to keep up to date with all school news …

Events currently uploaded to Compass ...
Foundation: Chinese Dragon Dance
Year 5:

DUE: 14/5/21

Victorian State School Spectacular (dep) DUE: 11/5/21
Victorian State School Spectacular (bal) DUE: 27/8/21

Year 5/6:

Division Girls Football
District Sport Winter
Whole School: Koomurri Cultural Incursion

DUE: 14/5/21
DUE: 21/5/21
DUE: 14/5/21

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF EVENT DUE DATES AS LATE PAYMENTS/CONSENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
PAYMENTS MADE ONLINE AND AT THE OFFICE MUST BE MADE ON OR BEFORE THE DUE DATE LISTED ON COMPASS.

Foundation Transition Program for Foundation students starting in 2022
If you have a child starting Foundation in 2022, please collect an enrolment form from the school office. Upcoming events to note in your
diaries:



Splash into Karoo Colour Fun and School Tour: Saturday 15th May from 10:00-11:00am



Story time Sessions: Friday 21st May from 9:15-10:00am and Monday 24th May from 9:15-10:00am

Bookings can be made at the school office (phone: 9759 6222)

