Karoo News
Term 3 Week 2

Respect Responsibility
Excellence Honesty & Fairness
Tolerance & Understanding

Wednesday 21st July, 2021

Karoo Calendar
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JULY

Lockdown 5.0, another opportunity to showcase the resilience of our school community!
Year level teams have modified some of their timetables to ensure they are engaging students during
Google Meets and also providing time to be available for students as required.
The students onsite at school have been supported with their learning by the Specialist team. I would
like to acknowledge their commitment to attending school every day. It is certainly very different to
their usual teaching commitments, and allows the classroom teachers to focus on their students.
The school’s Education Support team have also been onsite every day, providing support to students
particularly assisting them to log onto Google Meets. The office ES prepared laptops last week and
then on Sunday they sorted them ready for student use onsite on Monday.
Thanks to Robyn Mowat for her support this term, whilst Danielle Heatley was on Long Service
Leave. Robyn capably assisted with the preparation for Remote Learning and importantly managed
the multitude of timetables and administrative responsibilities required for Remote Learning.
I am very proud of the Karoo staff! Thank you, a great team effort.

Karoo Parents Association

I joined the KPA meeting last night and it was great to see the parents continuing to work together to
provide a wonderful range of activities for the Karoo community. The long awaited Trivia Night will go
ahead at a later date, we are hoping to have a date in October. More information will be provided
soon. Other activities being planned are the Foundation 100 days of school, a second hand uniform
sale and a new event, the Online Auction.

Planned events rescheduled

Student Council were capably selling tickets for the School Disco organised for Thursday night, we
will set another date soon and the planned Pupil Free Day will be rescheduled for later this term
(OSHC Curriculum Day program has been postponed also).

Wednesday 28th July
Chocolate drive ends—money and
unsold chocolates to be returned
Year 3 Camp forms to be returned
Friday 30th July
Curriculum Day postponed
- school as normal
AUGUST
Mon 2nd—Fri 13th August
Year 2 Swimming
Thursday 5th August
Year 6 Bingo
Friday 6th August
Year 3 Camp balance due
Saturday 7th August
Trivia Night—postponed
(new date later in the year)
Mon 16th—Tues 17th August
Year 3 Camp
Mon 23rd—Fri 27th August
Book Week
Wednesday 24th August
Author Visit

Bereavement of a member of the Karoo community

It is with great sadness that I inform the community of the passing of one of our parents last week. I
would like to pass on our condolences to the two students and their family. I understand this news
will have an impact on many of our students. Please ensure you reach out for support; I have
resources and DET contacts if required.
Leanne Vines
Principal

UPCOMING CAMPS
Year 3 : Mt Evelyn
Mon 16th—Tues 17th August
(camp balance due 6/8/21)
Year 4: Warburton
Mon 6th—Wed 8th September
(camp balance due 20/8/21)

Term Dates 2021

CSEF – New Eligibility Date Added!

Term 3: Mon 12 July—Fri 17 Sept
Term 4: Mon 4 Oct—Fri 17 Dec

A third eligibility date has been added to the Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF):

Friday 13th August

VISITORS TO THE
SCHOOL

The CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to eligible families to assist with expenses relating to camps, sport and/or excursions ($125 is payable per student). If any camps/excursions etc
for the remainder of the year are cancelled or delayed, you are still encouraged to apply as the
funds can be rolled over to be used in following years.

All visitors to the school must
sign in and out at the office,
scan the QR code and collect
a green visitor’s badge. These
badges help the students and
staff identify you as an
‘authorised visitor’.

If you wish to apply, please contact the school office for an application form to be emailed or
sent home to you (a copy of your Health Care Card is also required).
Eligibility

Please remember to return the
badge when you sign out.



•

You must be a holder of a valid means-tested Centrelink Health Care Card, Veteran Affairs
Gold Card, Pensioner Concession Card or be a temporary foster parent.

•

Cards must be valid up to 13th August 2021.

•

Applications will be accepted at the school office up until 4pm on Friday 13th August.

Phone: 9759-6222

Email: karoo.ps@education.vic.gov.au

2022 Foundation
enrolments now
being taken

Web: http://www.karoops.vic.edu.au

Student Excellence Program
Last term students from Years 3 to 6 again had the opportunity to participate in a range of new and exciting programs as part of our
Student Excellence and Enrichment Program.

Victorian High-Ability Program
During Term 2, five students from Karoo were selected to participate in the extension English program run by Virtual School Victoria.
Hudson E, Alicia F, Isabelle G, Erin J and Lyra W from Years 5 and 6 attended weekly online English lessons via Zoom. They worked
collaboratively to explore the history of writing and develop insight into the power of the written word. Students were exposed to a
number of literary devices, such as personification and metaphor, and experimented with these in their own creative writing.
Ultimately, students wrote their own story of a hero’s journey, where they creatively explored all of the literary concepts covered
throughout the course. Read their reflections below:

“The program has definitely helped me because it taught me how to make my writing more interesting. I enjoyed
hearing ideas from other kids in different schools.” – Izzy
“It was fun and it helped with my writing a lot. It helped me understand the different types of writing. My favourite
part was writing the story at the end.” - Alicia
“I liked learning about the hero’s journey and the cycle of how a character develops and the story grows. I would
definitely do it again!” – Erin
“I enjoyed the program because I got to talk with other people and make new friends.” -Lyra

Gateways
We had a number of students across Years 1 to 5 participate in a one day Gateways program titled ‘Tales of the Unexpected.’
Students explored the origin of words and used their own experiences to create fun and imaginative pieces of writing. Molly F, Darcy
B, Alfie F, Ayaan K, Samreen R, Evan A, Elliot H and Scarlett T from Karoo worked collaboratively with students from a range of schools
to strengthen their Literacy skills. Molly reflects on her experience below:

“I was a bit nervous at first but the staff were very welcoming and helped to introduce me to everyone. In the
first session we looked at philosophy and we all got a chance to express our points of view. We learnt about
archetypes and it was fun because we got to write down some characters to fit the archetypes that we had.
We got to talk about some of our stories that we had written. I talked about one of the characters I have been
working on and the physical and mental shape-shifting. I made a lot of friends there. We had an opportunity to
participate in some theatre which was fun because we got to act and pretend to be different characters. It was
a great experience in general.” – Molly F (5E)

Keep an eye out for more student excellence opportunities in Term 3!

Former Karoo student Dylan Tibballs named in new Melbourne Stars Academy
Congratulations to former Karoo student Dylan Tibballs, who has been named in Cricket Victoria’s Melbourne Stars
Academy. The Academy has been developed to give talented Premier Cricketers additional playing and training
opportunities, access to coaching and support and develop their white ball skills over the course of the season. Dylan's first
trip will be to Darwin from 15-27 August to compete in the TIO T20 Strike League. Congratulations Dylan!

Karoo Snapshots …
Visual Arts – Felt Fun!
Year 5 students worked extremely hard to finish off their major textile project last term,
despite being interrupted by remote learning. The goal was to create their own felt cushion
‘Monster Stuffy’. Initially students had to plan a unique design, sew on buttons, and glue on
other features. They also had to pin arms and legs correctly on the ‘inside’ so that once they
completed their running stitch on 3 sides and turned them the ‘right-way-out’ they were
positioned in the right places. Finally came the last week of term when the cushions were
stuffed with poly-fill and sewn shut with a whip stitch. I think you’ll all agree with me that
they did a fantastic job and that their stuffies are as unique as the students themselves.
Well done Year 5!

Check in regularly to your parent portal to keep up to date with all school news
Student unexplained absences
There is currently a large amount of unexplained absences on
Compass—please take the time to check if your child/ren have
absences listed that need approval.
New features on Compass App to help you stay connected
• Sort by : you will now have the ability to sort your news by
‘most important’ or ‘most recent’ to ensure that you’re up to
date with all interesting and important school news.
• Important news : Never worry about missing an important
update again—to help you stay in the loop, all priority notifications will be highlighted and flagged as ‘Important news’
• Save posts : helping you keep track of school communications—using the bookmark icon, you will be able to create a
customised shortlist of NewsFeed posts for when you need
them

Events currently uploaded to Compass ...
Year 2: Swimming
Year 3: Camp Balance
Year 4: Camp Deposit
Camp Balance
Year 5: Victorian State School Spectacular (bal)
Victorian State Schools Hoodies
Year 6: Bingo

DUE:
DUE:
DUE:
DUE:
DUE:
DUE:
DUE:

26/7/21
6/8/21
29/7/21
20/8/21
27/8/21
27/8/21
23/7/21

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF EVENT DUE DATES AS LATE PAYMENTS/CONSENTS
WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. PAYMENTS MADE ONLINE AND AT THE OFFICE
MUST BE MADE ON OR BEFORE THE DUE DATE LISTED ON COMPASS.

Does your child love sport and being active?
Does your family have a Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card?
You may be eligible for up to $200 to put towards the cost of your child’s participation in physical activities.
The Get Active Kids Voucher Program helps eligible families get their kids involved in organised sport and active
recreation activities.
Under the program, children may be eligible to receive up to $200 to help with the cost of membership and
registration fees, uniforms, and equipment. Special consideration also applies for children named on their own
Australian Government Health Care Card or residing in care services as well as temporary or provisional visa
holders, undocumented migrants or international students.
Applications for vouchers in round two of the program close at 5pm Friday 30 July. For eligibility requirements and
to apply, visit the Get Active Victoria website.

2021 CHOCOLATE DRIVE
Money and/or unsold chocolates to be returned to the school office when school returns,
WEDNESDAY 28TH JULY. Chocolates are $1 each (60 items = $60 for each box). If you would like to
sell a second box, please ask at the office when you return the money from your 1st box.
Thank you for your support …Fundraising Committee

Premier’s Reading Challenge update

Only 58 days to go until this year’s Premier’s Reading Challenge wraps up. See our latest update on the following page
of which students and classes are on top of our leader board.

Author Visit

To celebrate Book Week, we have invited Adam Wallace to share his passion for reading, writing and drawing with our students. Families
will have the opportunity to pre-purchase his books if they wish, and Adam has offered to sign them on the day. Please see details below
for those wishing to pre-purchase Adam’s books.
Ms Hagan and Mrs Corrales

Victorian
Premier’s
Reading Challenge.
Only 58 days left!
Congratulations to all of the students and classes participating in this year’s Victorian Premier’s
Reading Challenge. With only 58 days left to meet the challenge set by our Library Captains of
7500 books read, we have a bit of work to do!
Current we have read and logged a total of 3755 Books! Amazing work, but keep it up!
A huge amount of book reviews have been up loaded by students, the number sitting just shy of
800.
Now for the important news who is leading the school with the most books read?
Which class is at the top of the list for reading the most books?
Who is the leader in your year level?
Class Leaders
Year Level



Number of
books read

0S

492

1D

514

2F

542

3S

244

4A

241

5B

86

6H

178

Student Leaders
Name

Year Level

Number of
books read

Koah

1D

350

Braxton

0S

307

Jarred

2F

153

Toby

0M

118

Chloe

2F

111

Stella

6H

108

Hugo

2F

104

Congratulations to 2F for leading the whole school with the highest amount of books read!

 A massive CONGRATULATIONS to Koah from 1D who has read a staggering 350 books
so far!
 Don’t forget there are prizes for the follow winners:
• Student who has read the most books
• Class who have read the most books for each year level
• Class in the school who have read the most books

COMMUNITY NEWS

Neither Karoo Primary School nor the Department of Education endorses the
product or services of any private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by
Karoo Primary School or Department of Education for accuracy of information
contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

