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Principal’s Comments

Karoo Calendar

School Closure

Thank you to the school community for responding promptly and positively to the Compass Posts
sent out on Monday. We were fortunate to have all students collected in a very timely manner and
importantly thanks to staff and parents, the students remained calm. From Monday morning until
5.00 p.m. yesterday I have been communicating frequently with our Regional leader Justin Butler
and a DET Case Manager.
I would also like to thank Karoo staff for their support on Monday too, the announcement of school
closure came very unexpectedly. In the last two days staff have been attending to parent emails
and phone calls, doing preparation for their 2022 class and some of our staff who are leaving
participated in WebEx planning with their team at their new school. And of course they too had to
spend considerable time in long queues to be tested.

Year 6 Graduation

I had the displeasure of informing the Year 6 students that there Graduation ceremony, dinner and
disco were to be postponed. This occurred just before they were to go home to prepare for the
celebrations. Certainly one of the most challenging things I have had to do as Principal.
To their credit, they took this news with great maturity, of course there were tears from students,
Year 6 teachers and myself!
However, with some prompt action in between communicating with parents, the Department of
Education and Health Department we were able to book another day and time for the Graduation
ceremony. Rowville Secondary school were very prompt in replying to our request for another date.
The celebration will now be on Saturday 18th December at 2.00 p.m. There will be plenty of time in
the morning for students to prepare for this special occasion.
Today Year 6 students had their Activity Day followed by lunch in the gym. Special thanks to Di
who manages the canteen for being available to prepare lunch for the students.
The Year 6 team, Simone, Cass and Libby have been very busy the last two days making
amendments to the ceremony, arranging activity groups as well as supporting their students. Thank
you, I know they are looking forward to spending time with their students.

Staffing
We will be saying goodbye to the following Karoo staff who have successfully gained a position at
another school or are taking up new ventures:

•
•
•
•

For one year: Monique Watson, Bruce Armstrong, Libby Hands and Mirella Irving
Ongoing position: Elly Schiano
Goodbye to: Sean Lock and Jane Zheng
Taking Leave for one year: Michelle Dodds

Newly appointed staff for 2022 Classroom positions:
•
Robyn Harris - experienced teacher and leader (within her current school)
•
Rachael Arkley - experienced teacher and leader (within her current school)
•
Gemma Wild - has been a regular CRT and had short term contract work at Karoo for
approx. 7 years
•
Beck Barton (currently teaching in NT) - Graduate with 3 years experience
•
Joshua Edwards - Graduate teacher
•
Alisa Hardware - Graduate teacher
Specialist positions
•
Amy Batchelor - experienced teacher- Science Years 3-6
•
Zoe Zhang - Graduate teacher with 4 years’ experience LOTE
...CONTINUED OVERLEAF

LAST DAY OF TERM 4 TODAY
Students dismissed at 3:30pm
Phone: 9759-6222

Email: karoo.ps@education.vic.gov.au

DECEMBER
Thursday 16th December
Whole school transition (students
meet their 2022 class and teacher)
Class parties (free dress)
Year 6 Celebration lunch
Canteen closed—no lunch orders or
counter sales

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL

(Students dismissed at 3:30pm)
Friday 17th December
Pupil free day—no students at
school.
JANUARY 2022
Thursday 27th January
Book pack collection 10am-1pm
- at the school office
Fri 28th & Mon 31st January
Pupil free days
FEBRUARY 2022
Tuesday 1st February
First day of school for Years 1-6
Tuesday 8th February
First day of school for Foundation
Wednesday 9th February
School photos—whole school

Term Dates 2022
Term 1
Years 1-6: Tues 1 Feb —Fri 8 Apr
Foundation: Tues 8 Feb—Fri 8 Apr

Term 2
Tues 26 Apr—Fri 24 June

UPCOMING CAMPS
Year 5 : Urban Camp
Mon 7th—Wed 9th March 2022

VISITORS TO THE
SCHOOL
All visitors to the school must
report first to the office, wearing
face masks, scanning QR,
observing social distancing and
hand sanitising requests.
LATE ARRIVALS
Come in to the office to be
signed in and receive a late
pass.
EARLY PICK UP
Come in to the office first to
sign the child out and collect
an early leaver’s pass.

Web: http://www.karoops.vic.edu.au

PRINCIPAL COMMENTS continued
Appointments:
•
Danielle Heatley has been appointed Principal (5 year tenure)

•
•
•

Robyn Mowat has been appointed as the Literacy Learning Specialist (this is a 2 year tenure)
Assistant Principals - Susan Adams and Ashley Beardsley
Cei Marasco -Education support

Family Leave: Cass Blonik will commence Family Leave prior to the end of Term 1
2022 School Structure and Staff Allocation
Our school structure is based on student enrolments, we will again have 3 classes at each year level, a total of 21 classes.

Principal : Danielle Heatley
Assistant Principals : Susan Adams and Ashley Beardsley
Learning Specialists:
Simone Vitas and Robyn Mowat

Tutors:
Michele Murray and Amy Ellis

Foundation

Emma Finnerty

Mel Siddans

Beck Barton

Year 1

Fiona Marker

Naomi Simpson

Alisa Hardware

Year 2

Karen Corrales

Simone Vitas

Joshua Edwards

Year 3

Robyn Harris

Matt Leeson

Claire Moyle

Year 4

Tanya Mollica

Robyn Mowat

Alex Watson

Year 5

Sophie Brown

Kim Davidson

Di Eva

Year 6

Michelle Davies

Gemma Wild

Rachael Arkley

Room 20

Room 19

Room 22

Room 23

Room 22

Room 22

Room 2

Room 1

Room 5

Room 4

Room 15

Room 14

Room 11

Room 13

Room 17
Room 21
Room 22
Room 3

Room 6

Room 16
Room 12

Office Staff
Sue Baxter

Business Manager

Mon- Fri

Anna Nicolas

Admin

Mon Tues & Thurs

Karen Sexton

Admin

Tues—Fri

Sally Goyne

Admin

Wed and Fri

Kerry Legg

Admin

Mon

Education Support Staff
Jayne Hagan

Kerry Legg

Michelle Fleming

Joyce Young

Lindsey
Whitehouse
Marina White

Tim Lai

Robyn Guzzardi

Lisa McDonald

Maria Dale

Cei Marasco

Specialist and
Support Staff

Specialist Area

Jemimah Main
(Mon, Tues, Fri)
Jess Cole
(Mon, Wed)

Visual Arts—F-Y2

Josh Maroney

PE and Sport—F-Y6
4M Release

John Oldham (Fri)
Jess Cole (Mon, Wed)

Music and Performing
Arts—F-Y2

Amy Batchelor
(Mon-Wed)

Science—Y3-6

Zoe Zheng

LOTE—F-Y6

Sabine Elliott

2V Release

Visual Arts—Y3-6

OSHC Staff
Melissa Newlands
(Co-ordinator)

Michelle Coulsen

Tim Lai

Rosanna Mantzouranis

Jodie Mitchell

..CONTINUED OVERLEAF

PRINCIPAL COMMENTS continued

A final word
As I write my final newsletter to the Karoo community, I would like to share a little about my time as an educator.
Teaching became my chosen career when I was in primary school in the 60’s, the influence of my Year 4 and Year 5 teachers were
perfect role models for me- people I respected- I loved school!
These two positive role models were much needed, Year 3 was when I showed my cheeky side… and got caught out……being
reprimanded for talking too often in class I was asked to stand on the seat of my desk…my classroom was outside the Principal’s office
and he walked past, so I waved to him (attention seeking, a bit foolish on reflection!) and even more unwise as my father was with Mr
Monaghan (dad was School Council President).
There was a consequence at home that night!
I also had my aunty and uncle as role models, they were teachers and helped me overcome my speech problem. I regularly went to their
home to practice ‘th’ not ‘f’. I was intrigued how sounds were made- it fascinated me.
I improved my behaviour, becoming a school prefect in Form 6, now known as Year 11 and successfully completed my secondary
education in 1974. I had to study hard to gain the score I needed, I travelled by train and tram every day to Toorak Teachers College.
During my later years in High School I had one big distraction in my life. In 1973 as a 16 year old I met Phil, 43 years later we are happily
married.
My parents supported me financially and I undertook several part time jobs too. I have sold handbags, made pizzas, worked in motel
reception, factory production lines, office work and hospitality. I learnt many skills during these years, an appreciation for others, how to
communicate effectively, discretion and confidentiality (very much needed at hotel reception!), to value and acknowledge others.
I started teaching in 1978 as a Child Migrant teacher in Port Melbourne, the same year I was married. I had two days training and was
given a tiny office that I transformed into a wonderful learning space. The school didn’t have any furniture so my dad brought the old
kitchen cupboards from home and mum made curtains and cushions to brighten the room. Port Melbourne was a wonderful community
to be part of (similar to my feelings about Karoo). I met two very close friends there and we still keep in touch today. Teaching back then
was very different, we were paid by cheque, so every pay day it was down to the bank and then to have lunch and a drink in the local
pub… then back to school!! At 4.00 p.m. most nights I was on my way home or heading into the city to do some shopping.
I moved to Noble Park North Primary School in 1980 the year we moved into our house. In 1983 I started Family Leave, our daughter
Brylie was born in 1983 and our second daughter Denae the following year. I continued to keep in touch with education by doing CRT
work and later took a position at my daughters’ school, teaching my daughter in Year 4 for a term.
I then moved to Oakwood Park Primary School and later Dingley Primary School for 11 years. At Dingley I had opportunities to develop
my leadership experience, I was a Literacy Coordinator, Assistant Principal and Acting Principal. Now my final years in education at
Karoo have been my longest and indeed the most rewarding. When I visited the school in 2008 with Mr Harry the principal, I knew Karoo
was the ‘right fit for me’ and it has been! It was the very strong feeling of community at Karoo that I felt and saw, and I am honoured to
have been here for 13 years.
There was a time in my career when I thought I would leave teaching, 2014 was a difficult time for our family, I had a significant amount
of time away from the school, undertaking tests to be a kidney donor for our daughter (this was not to be we weren’t compatible) - this
did not deter me, I went on to donate to an anonymous recipient and my daughter was fortunate to receive a kidney. We were part of the
largest transplant program in one day, 6 donors and 6 recipients. Sadly our daughter passed away 3 months later.
It was the support from the Karoo school community, importantly some very valued and respected colleagues who encouraged me to
return to school, I am so grateful for this.
Being a leader at Karoo has been an honour and privilege, it has been more than ‘work’ to me. I have enjoyed being part of your child’s
life, getting to know them by name and importantly watching siblings come to the school too, students are the highlight of my day at
school.
I thank the parents, your commitment to your children is to be commended, parenting is not easy, and I thank you for allowing me to
work alongside you to see your child/ children grow, develop and learn, to be the best they can be.
Leading is not a solo role, I have been supported my many, at the forefront is my family and importantly my parents and husband.
We don’t have any specific plans for our retirement however I look forward to spending time with my father, our daughter (who has
successfully gained a Leadership position at her school, I am extremely proud of her). I have 3 beautiful grandchildren and I will now
have more time to see them.
I wish everyone connected to Karoo, (be it your first year or last year) continued success and good health. Karoo Primary School is
highly regarded, and I know this will continue.

Leanne Vines

Thank you Mrs Vines for your leadership over the past 13 years.

We will miss your smile, your warmth and your kindness.

Congratulations on
your retirement!

We will miss you

YEAR 6 v STAFF BASKETBALL MATCH
Last week saw the annual Year 6 v Staff basketball match played at lunchtime.
After a hard-fought contest and a score of 3 games to 2, the 2021 winners were
Well done to all who played—here are some great action shots of the game:

BOOK PACKS DISTRIBUTED TO STUDENTS AS FOLLOWS:
Distribution day 2:
Thurs 16th December (for payments received between
8th—16th December)
Final Book Pack Collection day:
Thursday 27th January 2022 from 10am-1pm

Karoo Christmas Raffle
Congratulations to all our raffle
prize winners. Thanks to the
generous support of the Karoo
community, we were lucky to have
over 30 prizes on offer made up
of donations from families and
redeeming our Rebel points
(earned from purchases made by
Karoo families and friends).

Thank you for your support !

7 years of hard work has finally paid off.
Congratulations to
Hudson E (5B) on
attaining his Black Belt in
Karate. Hudson has
trained many hours to
make sure that he was
ready for the 4 hour
assessment which
included sparring with
adult black belts, self
defence techniques,
katas, basic kicks and
punches and
plyometrics.
Well done Hudson!
You should be extremely
proud of the effort
you’ve put in and your
achievement.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Wishing all Karoo families a Merry
Christmas and enjoy your very well
deserved Summer break!
See you in 2022!

Neither Karoo Primary School nor the Department of Education endorses the product or
services of any private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by Karoo Primary School
or Department of Education for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or
claims made by them.

To the Year 6 ‘Class of 2021’ ... goodbye and good luck!

COMMUNITY NEWS

 Our thanks to PFD Food Services for their very generous donation for our Christmas Carols BBQ 

Neither Karoo Primary School nor the Department of Education endorses the product or services of any private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by Karoo Primary
School or Department of Education for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

