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Principal’s Comments

Karoo Calendar

We started the term with great excitement and enthusiasm and I am pleased to say that despite
the Covid challenges, I feel confident that Karoo students are settled into the new school year and
focusing on their learning. I am incredibly pleased to be back at school after 7 days isolation. I
would like to thank Ms Susan Adams for stepping into the Acting Principal role so early in the
term, especially as a new staff member. She was supported by Ms Ashley Kuusela and Mrs Robyn
Mowat so a big thankyou is extended to them as well as all the other staff at Karoo.
Covid Update
Last week the Victorian Government announced a 6-week extension of the COVIDSafe measures
for schools. These measures will now be in place for the remainder of Term 1, subject to any
changes in health advice. We will update the community about any relevant details in the
expected Operations Guide and, until then, continue our current school arrangements.
Once again thanks to everyone for the manner in which you have supported our school as we
continue to work through the current COVID issues and guidelines. Please continue to keep an eye
on Compass for updates and most importantly, keep a close eye on the children and yourselves
for symptoms.
Student Leaders
We had the opportunity to present our Year 6 captains with their badges a few weeks ago. I was
incredibly disappointed to miss it but it is an exciting time for these students and their families.
Despite a outside smaller gathering, the presentation was a success and was a great opportunity
to clearly see the potential of all our captains. I look forward to working alongside the leaders this
year, activating their student voice and implementing some new elements to their role. The
Student Representative Council will also be receiving their badges this week. This is yet another
opportunity to build leadership for students in Years 3-6.
Goal Posts
As part of Student Voice in the past few years, our students have raised money and purchased
goal posts. It was incredibly disappointing to have them vandalised in the past which resulted in
damage to the base so they weren’t able to just be popped back in. A HUGE thankyou to Tom
Hjorth who has been able to repair them and have them fixed back in so students are able to use
them again. Now I hear the next thing the students want to raise money for is a net to stop losing
the balls into the reserve! On behalf of the staff and students at Karoo – Thankyou Tom!!
Getting to Know You Meetings
Our ‘Getting to Know You’ meetings were held last week with families across the whole school.
These meetings were held via Webex as we continue to do everything within our control to keep
our school open and our community safe. The meetings provide a wonderful opportunity to
exchange information, share expectations and to set the scene for a very successful 2022.
At Karoo, we plan at least one scheduled opportunity every term to share how your child is
progressing and the next steps in their learning. The partnership between teachers and parents is
vital to ensure the best possible learning outcomes for our students. We look forward to working
closely with you all again this year.
School Council
All government schools in Victoria have a School Council. They are legally constituted bodies that
are given powers to set the key directions of a school within state-wide guidelines. In doing this, a
school council is able to directly influence the quality of education that the school provides for its
students. Parents on school councils provide important viewpoints and have valuable skills that
can help shape the direction of the school.
… continued overleaf
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FEBRUARY 2022
Thursday 24th February
PLAY Leader Training
(select students only)
Student Representative—badge
presentation 3:00pm
Monday 28th February
KPA meeting (online) 8pm
MARCH 2022
Tuesday 1st March
Year 1 Coach Approach
2E & 2V Tennis clinic
Mon 7th—Wed 9th March
Year 5 Camp
Tuesday 8th March
1H—Tennis clinic
Wednesday 9th March
Year 3 Coach Approach

Reminder ...
SCHOOL HATS ARE
COMPULSORY FROM
SEPTEMBER-APRIL
(and when UV rating is 3
and above)
(CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
SUNSMART UV RATING)

ADVANCE NOTICE
2022 CAMPS
Year 5 Camp:
Year 6 Camp:

7th-9th March
10th-13th May

Term Dates 2022
Term 1:
Term 2:
Term 3:
Term 4:

Fri 28 Jan—Fri 8 Apr
Tues 26 April—Fri 24 Jun
Mon 11 July—Fri 16 Sept
Mon 3 Oct—Tues 20 Dec

VISITORS TO THE
SCHOOL
All visitors to the school must
report first to the office, wearing
face masks, scanning QR,
observing social distancing and
hand sanitising requests.
LATE ARRIVALS
Come in to the office to be
signed in and receive a late
pass.
EARLY PICK UP
Come in to the office first to
sign the child out and collect
an early leaver’s pass.

Web: http://www.karoops.vic.edu.au

PRINCIPAL’S COMMENTS CONTINUED
School Council (continued)
One of the great things about our school is our strong parent input and involvement. Our School Council is one the main forums in
which parents and staff work together for the benefit of all our students. At the beginning of each school year we have a number of
vacancies for School Council. There are 6 x Parent member positions to fill this year (5 for two years and 1 for one year).
If you are interested in nominating, please collect a form from the school office or download one from Compass. These must be
lodged at the office by 4pm Friday 4th March.
Parent Opinion Survey
Parents are a vital part of Karoo Primary School and I would like to thank those parents who took the time last year to complete the
Parent Opinion Survey. Last year the survey was available to all parents, we had 29 respondents.
The following is a snapshot of some of the results. I have highlighted the areas green that are particularly encouraging and we would
like to sustain and grow. The yellow highlighted areas are focus areas to improve on. While all of the results are above the state, we
at Karoo would like to see these results improve in the coming years by gaining a greater understanding from parents and students
how to make improvements.
Karoo’s results –
Positive endorsement

Parent Community Factor
Parent Participation and involvement
School communication
Teacher communication
School Ethos and Environment
General Satisfaction
School Pride and confidence
Student Cognitive Engagement
High expectations for success
Student motivation and support
Safety – Promoting Positive Behaviour
This school has a positive approach to promoting positive
student behaviour
Managing Bullying
Not experiencing Bullying
Connection and Progression
My child enjoys the learning they do at school

2021 State results
Positive endorsement

2020

2021

80%
88%
80%

80%
89%
84%

77%
82%
74%

92%
92%

93%
93%

81%
83%

90%
85%

95%
91%

85%
78%

94%

93%

87%

85%
89%

84%
83%

81%
69%

89%

94%

89%

School Crossing/Parking
Having been back at school for nearly four weeks, we have already been made aware of some issues relating to parents parking safely
and legally particularly in Murrindal Drive. This is a concern and is creating a safety risk for students, parents and the wider community. Following complaints made to Knox Council in the last couple of weeks, a Council Parking Inspector has visited the area and will be
continuing to make regular visits to monitor people who are parking illegally. Once again, we ask parents to park in designated parking spots and to obey all parking signs. There are a number of 2 min drop areas where you are not able to leave your car. These are
purely a drop and go area for your students to say goodbye to you at the car.
Last year parents were observed attempting to drop off or pick up their child/children in the staff carpark. A reminder to all parents
that this places students and other community members at risk of being struck by a car.
We ask all our families to ensure they park safely and legally and do not enter or walk through the staff carpark. We have a few students who need to access the disability car parks and have sometimes found they are unable to enter or exit the disabled parks due
to parents illegally dropping children off in the carpark before and after school.
… continued overleaf

PRINCIPAL’S COMMENTS CONTINUED
At Karoo Primary School there are a number of car parking options:
•
Murrindal Drive – there are three parking spaces near the crossing, as well as three parking spaces at the end which are a 2
min drop off spot. This is a 2 minute area which allows parents to stop to drop off their children, however, the driver must remain with the car.
•
Karoo Road – Directly out the front of the school is a drop off zone in the morning, incorporating 7 drop off bays. This is a 2
minute area which allows parents to stop and drop off their children, however, the driver must remain with the car. On the
opposite side of the road to the school there is parking available, where parents can leave their car while they come into the
school.
•
Kellbourne Drive – this is on the other side of the reserve. There are long term parks on both sides of the road and parents and
children can walk across the reserve.
Do not park at the Milkbar or Childcare centre on Murrindal Drive: please note these parking spaces are for their customers, and not
parents dropping children off at Karoo.
As always, please ensure where you park is a designated and safe parking spot. Please be courteous and patient, use the parking spaces appropriately and model positive behaviour to our children.
What parents/road users can do:
• Plan your trip so that you arrive earlier or later to avoid the rush (especially in wet weather)
• Consider car pooling
• Seek alternative parking facilities a short distance from Karoo and walk with your child
• Only use designated parking bays, observe all signage and listen to traffic wardens
• Remember the safety of our children and obey the road rules
• Ensure children exit and enter cars on the kerb side
• Use the 2 min drop off spots to drop your child off – never leave your car parked there, even for a couple of minutes
• Read all the parking signs
• Don’t rush and take your time
School Tours
We at Karoo are incredibly keen to share our wonderful school with prospective families. We will begin school tours in March and are
excited to add a Saturday tour each month to help cater for working families. If you know any families who have kindergarten aged
children, please encourage them to book in for a tour at Karoo. It would be wonderful to see our Foundation building filled with 4
classes in 2023!
Have a wonderful week

Danielle Heatley
Principal
CAMPS, SPORTS AND EXCURSIONS FUND (CSEF)
The CSEF is provided by the Victorian Government to eligible families to assist with expenses relating to camps, sport and/or excursions
($125 is payable per student).

IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR 2022
If you received the CSEF in 2021, you DO NOT need to complete an application form for 2022, unless there has been a change
in your family circumstances. The school will automatically apply on your behalf.
If you are applying for the CSEF for the very first time, please come into the school office and collect an application form (and
provide a copy of your Concession Card) for the school to submit on your behalf.
ELIGIBILITY

•

To be eligible for the fund, a parent/legal guardian of a student must be a holder of a valid means-tested concession card, such
as a Veteran Affairs Gold Card, Centrelink Health Care Card or Pensioner Concession Card, or be a temporary foster parent.
There is also a special consideration category for asylum seeker and refugee families.

•

You must provide a copy of your valid card with your completed application form (first time applications only).

•

Cards must be valid on the first day of either Term 1 (31 January 2022) or Term 2 (26 April 2022).

•

Applications will be accepted up until 24th June 2022, with payments commencing from March onwards.

For more information please visit https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/programs/Pages/csef.aspx
or see Anna in the school office.

From the Assistant Principal ...…
Students from Foundation to Year 6 have settled into their 2022 classrooms and are displaying lots of enthusiasm for learning.
For the first two weeks of school, all students participated in the Karoo Primary School ‘Start Up Program’ which was designed to
support and promote positive relationships, confidence, and high expectations. Students learnt about one another, the school
values, positive learner behaviours and routines, as well as how to have voice and agency over their learning. This has provided
the solid foundations needed for a wonderful learning environment in which our students can thrive.
Karoo students are very positive about their learning and when asked about what their favourite thing to learn in class was, they
had lots to say! Below is just a snap shot of what our students are loving in their class:
Jasper T- 3M
“My favourite subject is Maths
because it is the best of all.”

Ebony R- 4M
“I love learning about place value because I
like making different numbers.”

Jasper is also looking forward to
this Thursday when he will be formally presented with his SRC
badge and celebrate his leadership
role this year. When asked about
what he was looking forward to most about the role he
replied, “showing kindness to everyone”.
Josie R- 1S
“My favourite is learning
how to write. I make cards
for others and write a lot!”

Josie has been using the
Learning Intention and co
-constructed Success
Criteria to help guide her
learning.

Chloe N- 6A
In Music, Chloe has loved
learning about the Ukulele.
“I learnt the guitar for a
short period of time and
revising with the Ukulele this
year has really helped me.”
We are so lucky to have such a rainbow variety of
Ukulele’s for our students to strum along with!

Jack W- 2C
“I like Maths. I’m really good at it. It’s actually
really fun.”
Jack has loved completing puzzles where he has
had to use his knowledge of place value to reconstruct a number grid from 0-120.
Bella G – 0B
“My favourite is Maths. I like when we go outside and sort.
I sorted insects!”

A part of the Mathematics curriculum in Foundation is to
sort and count objects. This week, students adventured
outside, where they got to collect a variety of objects to sort
and count. Bella loved being outside to learn and enjoyed
the hands-on experience, including the insects!

Chelsea A- 5D
“I like writing because it is a
way to express my creativity
and the ideas I have.”
While the Year 5s are
currently focusing on the
Persuasive writing genre, they
still have time in the week to
‘free write’, meaning that they have choice over what
they want to write about. Currently Chelsea is writing
a Narrative and explains, “I get a lot of ideas from
the books I read.” She is a perfect example of how a
love of reading can support our learning and passions
in other areas of the curriculum.

Ebony has enjoyed working with a partner to
play hands-on games that are designed to
sharpen her skills in Math.

Billy and Zara – 6W
In Physical Education (PE) students
have been learning how to throw a Shot
Put. Their favourite part this year however has been playing the game ‘Kiosk
Ball’ where they have enjoyed being
competitive, letting off steam and
throwing balls at each other, “it has
helped us practise our aim, which is
also helping us is shot put too!”

As you can see, there is a huge variety of learning opportunities that
our students are exposed to each day. To prompt positive discussion
about your child’s learning, a few question prompts you may like to try
are:
•
•
•
•

What was the best thing you learnt in class today?
What did you work hard on today?
What subject did you find lots of success in today? OR What lesson
did you love most today? Why?
In class tomorrow, what is one thing you want to get better at?

Championing the everyday successes, small wins and challenges of
today, breeds confidence and stamina to learn more tomorrow.

Ms Ashley Kuusela.

Year 1 Writing
The Year 1 students have been busy writing personal recounts as well as having their choice of what to write in
free write sessions. We hope you enjoy reading a small collection of their writing.

Today we used spy pens. First I
wrote a message to my partner Kiara. She read it with the
special light. Then Kiara wrote
a message back.
I love being a spy!
- Ella 1S

Today I played tennis. We
practised our forehand and
our backhand. Then we
played a game called jailbreak. It was so
much fun!
- Raymond 1S

I took my giraffe on a walk
to the jungle. He ate some
leaves. He loved it a lot…
crunch, crunch, crunch.
ps. He loved it.
- Harry 1M

Koalas live in Australia and
have sharp claws. Koalas
have soft fur and they have
shiny and cute eyes. Koalas
are so cute and
pretty.
- Sophie 1M

In February we went on a
holiday to Mount Beauty. It
was two hours away. On the
way we saw a beautiful farm.
- Billie 1S

On Sunday I played
‘crocodile crocodile can I
cross the bridge’ with my
sister Chloe. It was so much
fun!
- Katherine 1H

I love ice cream because it is
yum. It tastes like cherries.
It is good to have ice cream
on a hot day.
- Eleni 1M

Once upon a time there was
magic. The word was full of
wonder. The magic helped
creatures but magic
faded away in time.
- Ollie 1M

At lunchtime I like to play
Minecraft games with my
friends
. - William 1S

On Sunday, me and Julian
had soccer training and we
played a game!
- Oliver 1H

I built an amazing lego
tower because I am good at
lego.
- Aaron 1H

Today in the classroom I was
being a spy with my friends
because it was fun.
- Jade 1H

ZOOPER DOOPERS
FOR SALE

Last week our Murrindal Drive Crossing Supervisor
celebrated a very special milestone birthday!
Congratulations Stewart from your Karoo family!

in the Courtyard each Tuesday &
Thursday from 3:30-3:45pm
We will be selling Zooper Doopers for 50c after
school in the Courtyard for the rest of Term 1. The
money will go towards the Year 6 Graduation, so
please help support the Year 6s in our final year
of primary school.
Thank you,
… Year 6 students

50c

KAROO PARENT’S ASSOCIATION (KPA)
Next Meeting : MONDAY 28TH FEBRUARY 2022 at 8pm



All welcome to join

Via WEBEX - Meeting number 573 354 386

CANTEEN NEWS …
Check in regularly to your parent portal to
keep up to date with all school news …

Events currently uploaded to Compass ...
Consent and Payment
Foundation Headphones
Year 1 Coach Approach
Year 2 Coach Approach
Year 3 Coach Approach
Year 5 Camp Balance
Year 5 & 6 Living & Growing
Year 6 Camp Deposit
Year 6 Camp Balance
Division Swimming (select students)

DUE
DUE:
DUE:
DUE:
DUE:
DUE:
DUE:
DUE:
DUE:

04/3/2022
23/2/2022
17/3/2022
04/3/2022
28/2/2022
07/3/2022
18/3/2022
22/4/2022
01/3/2022

Consent only
Media & Digital Technologies
Agreement (all year levels)

DUE: 25/2/2022

State School Spectacular
(select Y5 students)

DUE: 25/2/2022

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF EVENT DUE DATES AS LATE
PAYMENTS/CONSENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.
PAYMENTS MADE ONLINE AND AT THE OFFICE MUST BE MADE
ON OR BEFORE THE DUE DATE LISTED ON COMPASS.

Canteen is open for lunch orders & recess counter sales
every day. Please make sure you use the latest menu
(available at the school office, on our website and on
Compass-School Documentation.)
MANUAL ORDERING
• Write child’s name, grade, room number, canteen items
and total on a brown paper bag (suitable size to hold lunch
items) with correct money securely inside the paper bag.
• No paper bag? Write order on an envelope and enclose the
money inside. Add ‘paper bag’ to your order.
ONLINE ORDERING
Register at www.QuickCliq.com.au, activate your account and
login, add student name and our school and place your order.
Use Paypal, Credit Card or direct deposit.
SCHOOL UNIFORM SUPPLIER

Klad Sport

8 Macro Court, Rowville, Phone: 9763 0266
Mon - Thurs : 8:30am-4:30pm | Friday : 8:30-5pm
Saturday: 10:00am-1:00pm

COMMUNITY NEWS

COMMUNITY NEWS

ONLINE MUSIC SOLUTIONS
SIGN UP NOW FOR MUSIC
LESSONS AT SCHOOL ON
THURSDAYS
Dear Parents and students,
Lessons for keyboard, guitar, sax, clarinet, flute
and trumpet are available for students from Years
1-6. Lessons are held at Karoo Primary School on
Thursdays with Justin Forster from Online Music
Solutions (OMS). Group lessons cost $16.90 with 1:1
lessons also available.

Enrolments
Parents of students wishing to participate in
any of these programs will need to email
oms@bigpond.net.au for an enrolment form.
Further enquiries: Phone 9874 6667
Neither Karoo Primary School nor the Department of Education endorses the
product or services of any private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by
Karoo Primary School or Department of Education for accuracy of information
contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

