Karoo News
Term 1 Week 10

Wednesday 6th April, 2022

Principal’s Comments

Karoo Calendar

We have had a jam packed term, with the opportunity to welcome parents and visitors back
onsite at school being a highlight as well as many other activities that have brought back a sense
of community. We have formed our new School Council for 2022 and as mentioned in the last
newsletter, a new President was elected. Janna has put a small article and photo in this
newsletter so that you are able to learn a little bit more about her. Some of the other highlights
this term have been:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

District swimming
State School Spectacular rehearsals
Coach approach
Coin challenge
Living and Growing for Year 5 and 6 students
Year 5 Urban Camp
Leadership activities – PLAY leaders training, Yr 6 leaders training
Foundation Picnic and Play evening
Harmony Day celebrations
Cross Country
Easter parade and raffle

APRIL 2022
Thursday 7th April
F-Y2 Easter Bonnet Parade
F-Y2 Easter Special Lunch Day
(canteen open for other lunch orders)
World Maths Day at Karoo
RAT distribution
Friday 8th April
Last day of Term 1
(Canteen open as usual)
Whole School Assembly 2:00-2:30pm
(all parents welcome)
Students dismissed at 2:30pm
Tuesday 26th April
First day of Term 2
Friday 29th April
District Cross County
(select Y3-6 students)

Reminder ...

Term 2 will be bringing more exciting events as we continue to build on the strong community feel
that Karoo is known for. Stay tuned for more information for our Mother’s Day morning tea on
Friday 6th May. The Term 2 Working Bee is scheduled for Sunday 13th May and the colour run is
also booked in for May 19th. Also, I’m sure that many of us are very ready for a child free night so
book your babysitters now for Saturday May 28th for the Trivia Night! This is an event I am
particularly looking forward to after we had to cancel it twice. Tickets will go on sale the first day
back next term. The Year 3/4 concert is also planned for the end of term (Tuesday 21st June)
which will a wonderful way to finish off a busy term.
2022 Annual Implementation Plan
Karoo PS completed their school review last year. This review then informs the strategic direction
of the school for the next 4 year period. The 4 year plan is called the School's Strategic Plan. Each
year the school then creates an Annual Implementation Plan (AIP) that articulates goals and key
improvement strategies for a 12 month period, directed by the Strategic Plan.
Our 2022 AIP is endorsed by School Council, which then enables the school leadership team,
school improvement team (SIT) and staff to implement the work of the AIP. The AIP can be found
on the school's website here. https://karoops.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2022AIP.pdf
In 2022 we will have a strong focus on teachers using student data to drive planning in Literacy
and Numeracy, differentiating learning for students, conferring to give feedback to students as
well as supporting student’s wellbeing. If you have any questions about the AIP, please don't
hesitate to reach out to a School Council member or staff to seek further information, however I
strongly encourage you to read the AIP on our school's website to gain a clear picture of our focus
for 2022.
Karoo Vision - building a shared Vision together
As mentioned in my post on Compass, it is incredibly important to me as the new Principal at
Karoo to develop a shared Vision for Karoo that brings together the parents, staff and student's
hopes and ambitions for our school.

… continued overleaf

—

Phone: 9759-6222

Respect Responsibility
Excellence Honesty & Fairness
Tolerance & Understanding

Email: karoo.ps@education.vic.gov.au

SCHOOL HATS ARE
COMPULSORY FROM
SEPTEMBER-APRIL
(and when UV rating is 3
and above)
(CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR
SUNSMART UV RATING)

ADVANCE NOTICE
Year 6 Camp:

10th-13th May

Pupil Free Days
Term 2: Tuesday 14th June
Term 3: Friday 29th July
Mothers Day morning tea:
Friday 6th May

Term Dates 2022
Term 1:
Term 2:
Term 3:
Term 4:

Fri 28 Jan—Fri 8 Apr
Tues 26 April—Fri 24 Jun
Mon 11 July—Fri 16 Sept
Mon 3 Oct—Tues 20 Dec

VISITORS TO THE
SCHOOL
All visitors to the school must
report first to the office, wearing
face masks, observing social
distancing and hand sanitising
requests.
LATE ARRIVALS
Come in to the office to be
signed in and receive a late
pass.
EARLY PICK UP
Come in to the office first to
sign the child out and collect
an early leaver’s pass.

Web: http://www.karoops.vic.edu.au

PRINCIPAL’S COMMENTS CONTINUED
Karoo Vision - building a shared Vision together (continued)
When a vision is collaboratively developed, it takes into account the Karoo’s unique strengths and needs and reflects the hopes,
needs, and efforts of the entire school community.
We have already had a number of families complete the survey and had input into our aspirational vision for the future. Please take
this opportunity for your family’s voice to support the creation of Karoo's Vision and Values.
Karoo's Vision will be underpinned by a common purpose and shared values for all stakeholders. This is integral to build a positive
school culture that will sustain continuous improvement.
https://forms.gle/2giTCxrXRhQ51AjX7
The Happiness Habit incursion
All classes across the school enjoyed the live in-school musical performance last week by The Playground Craze. The performance
included cool pop music and fun theatre to engage students with important social-emotional skills and values. Positive pop music
covered topics such as confidence, resilience, kindness, persistence, friendship and cooperation.
The Playground Craze incursion is another way we are strengthening student’s self-awareness and self-management of personal and
social skills.
We enjoyed a rock-concert-like atmosphere, where they used street dance, pop music and comedy to build rapport with the
students. They learnt through storytelling how to build positive attributes in themselves by observing the characters in ‘real world’
contexts of young people.
Check out www.ThePlaygroundCraze.com/parents-carers to see music videos and learn more about the performance. You can even
download free music to listen to with your children!
Pupil Free Days 2022
Each year schools receive 4 student-free days for professional development, school planning and administration, curriculum
development and student assessment and reporting. Two of the student free days were at the beginning of this year and School
Council have now locked in the remaining two for this year.
Term 2 - Tuesday 14th June (this is the day after the Queens birthday weekend)
Term 3 - Friday 29th July
OSHC will be available for students , registrations essential. Information to come from Melissa with the details of the day.
Easter / End of Term Assembly
Parents are reminded that this term will conclude on FRIDAY 8 APRIL at 2.30pm. Please note the early closing time. We will conduct
our end of term assembly at 2pm from the basketball courts and parents will be welcome to attend. Parents need to physically
distance and have a mask ready to wear if you can’t distance.
We have been looking forward to our F – 2 Easter Hat / Mad Hatters parade, on tomorrow morning. We are looking forward to seeing
families here and all of the fun designs!
Thanks for the great donations for the Easter raffle—the foyer looks amazing! The raffle will be drawn on Friday at the final assembly,
winners will be notified if a student is absent. Thanks also to KPA members who have been busy sorting and wrapping donations, lots
of prizes to be won!
Term two will commence on Tuesday 26 April 2022 after a two-week break. Please take this time to relax with the family as it has
been a very big term for everyone.

Danielle Heatley
Principal
Message from our School Council President …
Hello Karoo, my name is Janna Wright and I was thrilled to be recently elected as the 2022 Karoo
School Council President. My oldest daughter Rebecca is a proud Karoo graduate and my youngest
daughter Amy is in Year 4 this year. As a parent I appreciate the benefits of a vibrant school
community and know it takes many hands to provide a rewarding environment for all.
My goal as President it to promote community engagement and positive action. It’s important to
understand the needs of students, families and staff so that we can maintain what Karoo does best
and make positive improvements where we can. I believe diversity is our strength and School
Council will be open to your opinions and transparent about our decisions.
In addition to my role as President I contribute to the Education and Fundraising sub committees on
School Council. I am also an active member of the Karoo Parents Association (KPA) and the 30th
Year Anniversary Celebration Committee. This is a wonderful milestone that we are looking forward
to celebrating later in the year. We always need the families of Karoo to get involved to make these
events happen. Whether you are able to contribute a little or a lot please contact the KPA or find me
at pickup to have a chat. I look forward to working with everyone in 2022.

From the Assistant Principal - Ashley Kuusela…
Has your child come home from school and told
you about any visitors they have had to their
classroom? Perhaps they got to have a special
chat to Mrs Heatley or another teacher?
This term, the Leadership Team, together with
different staff members have used Learning Walks
and Talks (LWT) throughout the school to help
measure our collective impact and embed our
agreed practices.
Learning Walks and Talks are an evidenced based
practice, which renowned educational leader and
highly accomplished practitioner, researcher,
author, and presenter, Dr Lyn Sharratt accurately
summarized in the following manner info graphic.
At Karoo Primary School, our aim is to conduct
multiple LWTs throughout each term.
Prior to a LWT, the Leadership Team, together
with different members of our teaching staff
come together to specifically determine what
evidence of learning will be collected. The team
then co-constructs a google form that outlines key
questions to ask a randomly selected group of
students within each grade across the school. The
questions asked are aimed to measure the impact
of our teaching and learning program, to ensure
that the professional leaning and collaborative
practices we are engaging in each week, are not
only being implemented, but are having a real and
positive effect on our students learning and
wellbeing.
Once the LWT has been conducted, the team
reconvenes to analyse the data and debrief. The
debrief includes identifying the ‘Noticing’ (what is
the data telling us) and ‘Wonderings’ (what
questions have arisen from the data). The team
then hypothesise on the key actions required next
to make further progress. Finally, members of the
team then collate the data and provide a synopsis to share with all staff at a follow up staff forum. During this time, all staff are
provided with the opportunity to discuss, share and identify possible key actions to drive whole school improvement.
So far this year, we have conducted two Learning Walk and Talks. The first of the LWTs was to find out how effective our Start Up
program had been in supporting our students to feel connected to school, develop relationships with their peers and teachers, and
have a sense of voice and agency. We also wanted to measure our students’ awareness and understanding of the school values.
The second and most recent LWT was to identify how successfully the practice of Conferring was being implemented into the
classroom. As described in our last newsletter, Conferring is a practice whereby the classroom teacher conferences with students oneto-one, or in small groups, to identify and co-construct personal learning goals. Specifically, our aim is for students to have
conferences and a specific learning goal in the areas of Mathematics, Reading and Writing each term. The purpose of our LTW was to
ascertain if students were able to:
1.
2.
3.

recall their conference/s
identify their learning goal/s
discuss their learning goal/s and what they need to do to achieve
them.

From the Assistant Principal (continued)
Next term we will continue with LWTs. We have three scheduled and look forward to sharing more about them throughout the term!
At home, you may like to ask your child/ren if they have had a conference with their teacher. We are working hard to use a consistent
language, including ‘conference’, ‘conferring’ and ‘goals’.
The 5 questions listed below are also relevant to parents.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

What are you learning? Why?
How are you doing?
How do you know?
How can you improve?
Where do you go for help?

Ashley Kuusela
Assistant Principal

The Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2022 is now open!
This year’s theme is “Discover a new chapter”
The challenge first began in 2005 and since then more than 3.5 million students have read over 54 million books!
It is a wonderful celebration highlighting the importance of reading for literacy development.
It is a personal challenge for children to read a set number of books by 2 September 2022 and record their
efforts online.
•
•

Students from Foundation to Year 2 are encouraged to read or ‘experience’ 30 books with their parents
and teachers.
Students from Year 3 to Year 6 are challenged to read 15 books.

All students that meet the Challenge will receive a certificate of achievement signed by the Victorian Premier
and former Premiers.
This week class teachers will be issuing a Challenge username and passcode. Please keep them in a safe place.
If you lose or forget your Challenge passcode, please let your class teacher know so that the Challenge Coordinator can generate a new one for you.
Go to the Challenge application at https://vprc.eduweb.vic.gov.au/home
1. Select the School/Student button.
2. Select the VPRC login option.
3. Enter your username and password.
Select Login.
The PRC webpage offers a range of exciting features including:
• access to a library catalogue (including book images and blurbs)
• a modern user-friendly interface
• rewarding students with badges as challenge milestones are achieved
• the option for students to mark books as a favourite, give them a star rating or
complete a book review
For more information about the Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge please visit:
https://www.vic.gov.au/premiers-reading-challenge

Easter Holidays are just around the corner,
what better time to get started!

Fantastic Fun in Term One for Year Three!
As we reflect on Term 1, there has been a culmination of events, particularly related to learning and sporting opportunities, which
have all contributed towards a positive and successful start to the year! Whilst this term has been a blast for the Year 3 cohort,
parents and teachers, some of the extra-curricular activities that we have thoroughly enjoyed include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Coach Approach Incursion
Coin Challenge
Cross Country
Harmony Day Celebrations
Start Up Program
Year Three Sport
World Maths Day

Integrated
Over the last few weeks of term, our students have been working hard to finalise their projects of creating a game for our Integrated
unit ‘if one person makes a rule, is it fair?’ Throughout this unit, our students have created a template of a design poster, where they
were required to collaborate in groups to record information about the required equipment, number of players involved and rules of
the game. This week the students will be provided with the opportunity to teach their game to their peers with a key focus on self and
peer reflection. The students are extremely excited!

Writing
This term our students have learnt about two different writing genres, Narrative and Persuasive texts. These genres have been explicitly
taught to the students to assist them with NAPLAN preparation. The classroom teachers have modelled the structure and language
features of these genres through a scaffolded and co-constructed piece of writing with their students. Throughout the process, each
class developed a ‘Mountain Word Wall’ display to collect powerful words and assist them with their careful consideration of word
choice. Through monitoring their progress, we are very proud to celebrate their achievements.

General Behaviour
Our Year 3 students are becoming tired as we approach the end of term and they are certainly ready for a break. The Year 3 team have
been extremely pleased with the behaviour demonstrated by the cohort during this term, especially with their adherence to the school
values and the positive classroom plans. Outside in the school yard we have observed the students playing together in a cooperative
and sensible manner. We are continuing to positively reinforce this behaviour through the implementation of our Resilience, Rights and
Respectful Relationships wellbeing program. Students have also strengthened their relationships with less familiar members of the class
through the inclusion of clock buddies.

ANZAC Appeal items will be
available for sale all this week before school, after school,
recess and lunchtimes in the
school office.

$2.00

White Rising Sun Badge

$3.00

Wrist band

$4.00

Key Ring or Bag Tag

$5.00

Rosemary Badge
Bronze Rising Sun Badge
Slouch Hat Badge
Light Horse Slouch Hat Badge
Pen

Thank you for supporting this
worthy cause.

EASTER FUN AT KAROO
Easter Bonnet Parade (F-Y2)
Thursday 7th April at 9am. We can’t wait to see the excited
faces as they parade their creations that were made at home.

Easter Raffle
Its not too late to donate easter themed gifts for the Karoo
Easter Raffle. Drop them into the House colour tubs in the
foyer so our wonderful KPA crew can wrap them into more
fabulous prizes!
House points given for each donation.
Raffle tickets and payment due back Thursday 7th April.

Easter Hot Cross Bun Fundraiser
Easter Hot Cross buns were distributed this afternoon to
those families who placed orders. Thanks to the KPA team
who have worked hard to make this happen!

Check in regularly to your parent portal to keep up to date with all
school news …

Absences
If your child will be absent from school, please log in and enter an absence note.
PLEASE ENSURE THE CORRECT DATE AND TIME OF THE ABSENCE IS ENTERED.
If your child will be absent for the first part of the day, please ensure you put an
end time for the absence (eg if you anticipate arriving at school at 10:30am,
please put absence end as ‘10:30am’). If your child is late to school, don’t forget
to come in to the office and sign them in prior to going to the classroom.
Parents are responsible for attending to unexplained absences. We recommend
logging in regularly to ensure they do not build up.

Having trouble logging on?
Please be aware that Compass passwords only last 12months, and the latest
version of the Compass app should be installed. We have been advised by
Compass that uninstalling your app and then re-installing it may help solve the
problem. If not, please call the school to ask for a password reset.

Events currently uploaded to Compass ...

DUE: 28/4/2022
DUE: 22/4/2022

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF EVENT DUE DATES AS LATE
PAYMENTS/CONSENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. PAYMENTS MADE ONLINE AND AT
THE OFFICE MUST BE MADE ON OR BEFORE THE DUE DATE LISTED ON COMPASS.

ZOOPER DOOPERS FOR SALE
in the Courtyard this Thursday & Friday
We will be selling Zooper Doopers after school in the
Courtyard for the rest of this week. The money will go
towards the Year 6 Graduation, so please help
support the Year 6s in our final year
of primary school.
Thank you,
… Year 6 students

Starting Monday 28th March Karoo Primary
School will be participating in the Wonder Recycle
and earn program.
This is an exciting opportunity not only to earn
some free sports equipment for the students but
to also help the environment. If we are lucky
enough we could also be selected to win a recycled exercise circuit.
What are you waiting for? Start collecting now!
Make sure to ask your family, friends and neighbours too.
We will be trying to collect 25 kilograms of bread
bags between Monday 28th March and 9th September.

Consent and Payment
Year 1 Mont Delancey Homestead
Year 6 Camp Balance

Wonder Recycling Rewards for
School

50c

OPEN: MONDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY

Bread bags need to be free from crumbs to help
the recycling process, so please shake out the
crumbs prior to placing them into the collection
bin.
Let’s do this Karoo!
Mrs Karen Corrales & Miss Clair Moyle
on behalf of the Student Council

SCHOOL TOURS FOR
FOUNDATION 2023
Do you have a child starting Foundation in
2023, or know someone who does?
Join our Principal for an informative
School Tour, running Tuesdays and
Wednesdays at 9:30am and one Saturday
tour each month!
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL
… call the school office
on 9759 6222.

Before School: 8.45 to 9.00am
After School: 3.30 to 4.00pm
 We ask that you please name all of your child’s belongings as it
makes it easier to return items to your child via their classroom
teacher.


Please help us to keep the lost property neat and tidy after you
have looked for any missing items.
Thank you for your assistance … Karen Corrales

SCHOOL UNIFORM SUPPLIER

Klad Sport

8 Macro Court, Rowville, Phone: 9763 0266
Mon - Thurs : 8:30am-4:30pm
Friday : 8:30-5pm
Saturday: 10:00am-1:00pm

COMMUNITY NEWS

COMMUNITY NEWS

These school holidays, families can help the Appeal by attending Kids Day Out
on Friday, 15 April, held at the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre.
The MCEC will be transformed into a children's wonderland of carnival rides,
giant inflatables, craft activities, music, dancing, films and more.
Entry the the Kids Day Out is free, with donations and proceeds from its paid
activities helping The Royal Children's Hospital give sick kids the best possible
care.
Neither Karoo Primary School nor the Department of Education endorses the product or services of any private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by Karoo Primary
School or Department of Education for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Fizz Kidz will be back at Karoo in Term 2. Their hands-on Science Program is held
in the Science Room after school on Thursday afternoons. The cost for the 8
week program is $168; for further information, or to register for a free trial, please
see their website: https://fizzkidz.com.au/school-science/

Neither Karoo Primary School nor the Department of Education endorses the product or services of any private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by Karoo Primary
School or Department of Education for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

