
Karoo News 

Term 2 Week 2                                                                Wednesday 4th May, 2022 

MAY  
 

Thursday 5th May 
Year 1 Mont DeLancey excursion 

Mother’s Day Stall 
 

Friday 6th May 
Mother’s Day Morning Tea—8:15am 

 

Monday 9th May 
KPA Meeting 7:30pm 

 

Tues 10th—Fri 13th May 
Year 6 Camp 

 

Tuesday 10th May 
NAPLAN begins (Y3 & Y5) 

 

Friday 13th May 
Whole School Assembly 

 

Sunday 15th May 
Working Bee 

 

Thursday 19th May 
Run4Fun Colour Explosion 

Fundraiser 
 

Friday 20th May 
Division Girls Football  

(selected students only) 
 

Saturday 21st May 
Election Day Sausage Sizzle 

 

Saturday 28th May 
School Tour—3pm 

Karoo Trivia Night—7pm 

Term Dates 2022 
 

Term 2:  Tues 26 Apri l—Fri  24 Jun 

Term 3:  Mon 11 July—Fri 16 Sept 

Term 4:  Mon 3 Oct—Tues 20 Dec 

   Respect  Responsibility   
Excellence Honesty & Fairness 

Tolerance & Understanding 

Karoo Calendar Principal’s Comments 
 

 

Welcome everyone to our first newsletter of Term 2- it continues to boggle my mind how fast the 
time flies by! We have such a vibrant term ahead of us and I am proud to share what we here at 
Karoo have been up to thus far, as well as look forward to what is to come.  
 

STAFFING UPDATES 
As Term 2 has commenced and several staffing changes that were earlier communicated have now 
come into affect:  

• Mrs Staci Biggins is now the full-time classroom teacher for 4M. Robyn Mowat has 
continued to support 4M and Staci, and has dedicated the first 2 sessions of each day to 
work with the students of 4M in order to ensure a smooth transition. This structure will 
remain in place until the end of Week 2.  

• Mrs Robyn Mowat is now in the Acting Leading Teacher position. In this role, she is 
supporting whole school student wellbeing, which includes working with both Teachers and 
Educational Support staff to cater to students’ diverse needs, as well as conduct SSG 
meetings and work with parents of students with disabilities, or who require additional 
support, to meet their potential.  

• Miss Eden Benizzi is now the full-time teacher for Foundation S. She is focusing on 
developing strong, trusting relationships with each of her students, and continuing on with 
the routines and practices that FS has become accustomed to.  

 

NAPLAN  
NAPLAN will commence in Week 3 of this term. All students in Years 3 and 5 will sit the four 
designated tests, including: Writing, Reading, Conventions of Language (grammar, punctuation, and 
spelling) and Numeracy.  Year 3 students will complete the Writing test by hand and all other tests 
will be conducted online. Students had the opportunity to practice using the NAPLAN Online 
platform last term and this week have spent more time familiarising themselves with the online 
platform, using a specifically created demonstration site. Communication about NAPLAN has now 
been shared with parents via Compass and printed letters will also be distributed. We are confident 
that our students are well prepared for NAPLAN and are aiming for a calm and positive approach to 
the testing time. We understand that some students may find NAPLAN a little daunting and for 
parents of children in years 3 and 5, the best things you can do to support your child through 
NAPLAN are: 
 

• promote a sense of calm (do not talk too much about NAPLAN and just encourage them to 
do their best) 

• ensure a good night’s sleep  
• help your child to eat a sustainable breakfast  
• arrive at school on time.  

 

REPORTS 
Teachers will officially commence report writing in Week 5. The report format has been reviewed 
and will include a 5-Point scale which will help parents to determine how their child is achieving in 
relation to the expected level in both Reading and Mathematics. We hope that the new format 
makes reading and interpreting reports easy and informative for parents. Reports will be sent 
home electronically on the last day of term and Parent -Teacher interviews will be held in the first 
week back in Term 3, on Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 13th  July.  

STAFF PROFESSIONAL LEARNING:  
This term, staff have already participated in lots of professional learning to improve their teacher 
knowledge and practice. 
 

 - Understanding and Recognising Trauma in the classroom   
Last week Laura Crowe (SSS School Support Services key contact and speech pathologist) together 
with Ashleigh Bibby (Learning Advisor from Lookout) presented to staff about the effects of trauma  

… continued overleaf  

Phone: 9759 -6222    Email: karoo.ps@education.vic.gov.au    Web: http://www.karoops.vic.edu.au 

ADVANCE NOTICE 
Working Bee:  Sunday 15th May 
 

Camps: 

Year 6 Camp:     10th -13th May 

Year 3 Camp:     15th -17th August 
 

Pupil Free Days 

Term 2:  Monday 30th May 

Term 2:  Tuesday 14th June 

Term 3:   Friday 29th July 

VISITORS TO THE 
SCHOOL 

 
 

All visitors to the school must 
report first to the office, wearing 
face masks, observing social 

distancing and hand sanitising 
requests. 

 

LATE ARRIVALS 
Come in to the office to be 
signed in and receive a late 

pass.  

EARLY PICK UP 

Come in to the office first to 
sign the child out and collect 

an early leaver’s pass. 



         

PRINCIPAL’S COMMENTS CONTINUED 

[Understanding and Recognising Trauma in the classroom continued]  
on the brain and the possible behavioral impacts trauma can have on our students and how teachers can support them to reach their 
potential. This is one of a two-part training schedule which will help us to employ a variety of research-based strategies into our daily 
practice throughout the school.  
 

 - Using Data to Inform Planning   
Regional PLC Professional Practice Leader, Karen Shiel presented Karoo multiple sets of student learning data to staff and discussed 
ways that teams could utalise the data during collaborative planning sessions to identify what areas of learning students require the 
most support and what other data teachers could use to help them plan differentiated learning opportunities and track student pro-
gress. Karen’s work at Karoo is ongoing and we are excited and privileged to have the opportunity to be working with someone with 
such expertise and experience.   
 

- Disability Inclusion Profile  
This week select staff engaged in a Practice Profile session led and supported by representatives from Australian Health Care Assess-
ments. This was to support our transition to the new Disability Inclusion funding scheme, including the new tiered model of funding 
that is being rolled out throughout Victoria.  More information will be shared with parents throughout the year.  
 

- Bastow Leading Literacy 
This week select staff will complete the second workshop of the BASTOW Leading Literacy course. There are five modules to the course, 
electives and a large number of professional reading material that must to be completed in order to successfully achieve the course 
requirements. At the end of the course, those who have attended will work collaboratively to designs a plan for change/improvement 
within the area of Reading across the school based on the pedagogical and practical knowledge and skills gained from attending the 
course.  
 

CURRICULUM DAY and PROFESSIONAL PRACTICE DAYS  
Staff have their curriculum day on Tuesday 14th June. This day will be a pupil free day and follows the Queen’s Birthday long weekend. 
Staff will engage in Protective Intervention Training which will improve their capacity to support children and young people with behav-
ioural challenges, to create a safe and productive learning environment. Staff who run our Out of School Hours Care (OSHC) program 
will also be in attendance. This means that OSHC will not run on this day, and we apologise for the inconvenience this will cause. We do 
believe however, that the benefits are worth it, as it will ensure that OSHC staff will be able to talk the same language and carry on with 
the same pedagogical approach and practices, as all teachers at Karoo.  
In Week 6, on Monday 30th May teachers will have a Professional Practice Day. This will be a pupil free day, however OSHC will be open 
for students to attend. We have carefully looked at the calendar to ascertain the best date for all and provide families with plenty of 
notice. We thank you for your flexibility!  
 

PARENT HELPERS 
As Covid-19 restrictions relax further, we are excited to announce that parent helpers are now welcome back into the classroom. Last 
term Mrs Mel Siddans worked to set all grades up with a Parent Representative. They are a wonderful asset to our school as they help 
to maintain and promote communication between the class and parents. Classroom teachers will work with their parent representative 
to organise parent helpers when and where appropriate.  
 

SCHOOL TOURS  
Tours are continuing to be booked this term on Tuesdays and Wednesdays and last weekend, Saturday 30th April, we had a large crowd 
of prospective parents, with 11 groups. Our school captains, together with our Student Voice and Agency captains did an amazing job of 
helping to welcome everyone in our school and conduct the tour. A big thank you to Robyn Mowat and Karen Sexton who also attend-
ed. Feedback has been incredibly positive.  
In total we have had 25 groups tour so far this year, with 18  2023 Foundation Enrolments received, of which 6 are new families joining 
Karoo. Please help to spread the word about our wonderful school and encourage people to book in a tour if they would like to know 
more.    
 

COMMUNITY CONNECTION and EVENTS  
We are the school community that never stops! Term 2 has kicked off with a buzz and there is so much to look forward to. Some dates 
we are looking forward to include: 

• Mother’s day Morning Tea (8:15-8:45am) and Mother ’s Day Classroom Activities (9:00-9:50am)  - Friday 6th May  
• Year 6 Camp- Tuesday 10th – 13th  May 
• NAPLAN beginning Tuesday 10th May 
• Whole School Assembly—Friday 13th May 
• Working Bee - Sunday 15th May 
• Run4Fun Colour Explosion Run Fundraiser—Thursday 19th May 
• Election BBQ - Saturday 21st May  
• School Tour (at 3pm)  and Trivia Night Fundraiser (at 7pm) - Saturday 28th May 
• Year 3 and 4 Concert – 21st June  
I cannot thank those parents and staff who have helped to organise these events to make our school what it is and who are striving to 
make it even better.  Furthermore, I would like to personally thank parents for their incredible support of me during Danielle’s absence. 
Danielle is looking forward to getting back through the school gates as soon as possible and in the meantime is using technology to stay 
connected each day.  
 

Ms. Ashley Kuusela    -   Acting Principal (in Danielle Heatley’s absence)  



         

Student Wellbeing and Engagement 
 
At Karoo w e are dedicated to the physical, mental, emotional, and social health of our community. We are aw are that many students 

have and are experiencing trauma and anxiety that may impact on their w ellbeing and learning. The staff at Karoo, have recently 
engaged in Professional Learning about, how  signif icant incidents can impact on all elements of a student’s life, their emotions, and 
responses. 
 

A valuable resource w e have begun to use w ith the students is learning about the different parts of the 
brain and how  the parts respond w hen w e experience emotions. When students feel sad, annoyed or 
cross they may feel like they are “Flipping their lid ’.  
 

This is best explained in the video - 
 https://www.youtube.com/w atch?v=lRmnV mELMn8 .  

 

We encourage you to watch the video and talk to your child about: -  
    - What happens to them w hen they “Flip their lid”?  
    - How  did they respond?  
    - What feelings did they have? and  

    - What strategies they may use to help them self -regulate? 
 

Talk w ith your child about how  people use different strategies and w hat are the most effective for them. If they don’t know  the strategies 
they are using, support them w ith ideas that they could use.  

Some of these strategies could be things like…  

• Walk about  

• Finger breathing  

• Hold your breath to the count of 5  

• Visualise  

• Practice balancing  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Robyn Mowat  

(Acting Leading Teacher – Student 

Wellbeing and Engagement)  
 

and the Wellbeing Team 

 
Please make sure 
 you are paying  

attention to your own 

wellbeing and getting  
support if need be.  

A word from Mrs Heatley .. 
 

 Hi everyone 
 

My road to  recovery  has started wh ich means I  am on  the countdown to returning back  onsite at 

Karoo!  I am now a w eek post surgery and have set myself up  well at home so  I can elevate my foot 

while still working.   I have thoroughly enjoyed joining meetings and  professional learning with staff and 

contributing from behind  the front lin e. A huge thankyou to the whole Karoo community for supporting 
me during this time!  A positive of the last two years has shown us how effective we are able to be 

working from home.  Technology can  be a support and keep u s connected so physical distanc e doesn ’t 

have an  impact. Mrs Kuusela and  I talk  either v ia Web ex or phone at least once every day  and I  look 

forward to continuing to support the teaching and  learning at Karoo durin g this tim e.  
 

I look forward  to being in the classrooms and yard again seeing all the students and fam ilies later this 

term!  
 

Danielle Heatley 

Principal 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lRmnVmELMn8


         

  

Visual Arts 
In Visual Art sessions the Foundation students have been 

learning about colour, shape and line through collage and 

sculpting activities. They especially enjoyed creating ‘magic’ 
when they mixed two colours of playdough to create an 

entirely new colour.   

PE/Sport 
This week our Foundation students have been work-
ing on how to throw an object as far as they can. We 
used the superhero Thor as our inspiration and mod-
el on how to throw an object. We have been focusing 
on making sure that our eyes looking at the target 
throughout the throw. For students that are feeling 
more confident they have been focusing on stepping 
towards the target with their opposite foot to their 
throwing arm during the throw and having their 
throwing arm follow through down and across the 
body once they’ve released the object. 
 
 

Performing Arts 
In Performing Arts, Year 1s have been learning about the 
Music Element Tempo. In the photo, students are 
responding to differing speeds of music using the 
parachute. 



         

  

Science 
In Science the Grade 4s have been experimenting with heat and making colour-change playdoh!  
We’ve also been busy building cars, cities and lots of other wonderful creations during STEM Club.  

 

We are gett ing close to the reading event of the 
year w here  Family Tree  will be read live by 
Josh Pyke to more than 1 million kids around 
Australia and New  Zealand.  
 

A copy of the book is currently on display in the 
Library and w ill be available for students to bor-
row  after the event. 
 

A variety of activities linked to the book w ill be 
available to students at our lunch time Library 

Club during w eek 5, some of w hich can be 
found on the Learn from Play w ebpage; https://
learnfromplay.com/national-simultaneous-
storytime-2022-book-activities/ 

National Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) is held annually by the Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA). Every year a 
picture book, written and illustrated by an  Australian author and illustrator, is read s imultaneously in libraries, schools, pre -schools, 
childcare centres, family homes, bookshops and many other places around the country.  Now  in its 22nd successful year, it is a col-
ourful, vibrant, fun event that aims  to promote the value of reading and literacy, using an  Australian children's book that explores 
age-appropriate themes, and addresses key learning areas of the National Curriculum for Foundation to Year 6.  

 

 

 

We are very excited that the Victorian Premier’s Reading Challenge 2022 is now  w ell under-

way w ith several students having already achieved 100% completion – congratulations on your 

reading efforts and a special thank you to parents/carers for your active encouragement!  It  has 

been a pleasure to read and publish so many w onderful book review s.  Don ’t  forget to keep a 

regular log of all books being read.  A leader board is currently being put together for display in 

the library w indow  and w ill be updated at the end of each w eek. 

Please ensure all 
books on loan from 

last term are  

returned as soon as 
possible so that students can 

resume their borrowing in  

Term 2. Thank you! 

Mrs Corrales and Mrs Hagan 



         

                KAROO RUN4FUN 

          COLOUR  EXPLOSION  

                            Thursday 19th May 2022 

 

Thank you for supporting our major fundraiser for this year!  

It’s all about participation, raising money for our school, promoting health and wellbeing that ends with a 

fun school based event.  Fundraising is as easy as 1..2..3  
  

STEP 1:  CREATE 
Create a student profile page at  www.myprofilepage.com.au and click ‘Register’ .  Follow the instructions and you’ll be 
ready to fundraise. 
  

STEP 2:  RAISE FUNDS 
You can raise funds online or in cash using the sponsorship booklet—ask your family and friends for their support!   
Raising as little as $10 will entitle you to a prize. 
  

STEP 3: CLAIM PRIZES 
Loads of prizes to be claimed—raise $10 and choose one prize from the $10-$19. The more money you raise, the more 
prize groups you can select a prize from!  
  
You can mix and match your prizes … for example, if you raise $50 you can choose one prize from the $50-$74 
category  OR  choose one prize from the $20-$29 category and one prize from the $30-$49 category.   
  
Once the fundraiser is finished (Thursday 19th May), simply login to your profile page and click the ‘Order My Prize’ button 
or complete the back page of the sponsorship booklet and return it with your sponsorship money to the school.   
  
  

CREATE YOUR PROFILE PAGE AND START RAISING FUNDS TODAY! 

MAJOR  
 FUNDRAISER  

FOR 2022 

PE / SPORTS NEWS 

Well done to all of our Cross Country runners who ran at District Cross 

Country on Friday. It was windy conditions and a tough course but our 
students showed a lot of grit and determination to complete the run. 

Thank you to our parent helpers who were out on the course directing 

students where to go and Ms Davies, Mrs Watson and Ms Brown for  

their organisation of our runners on the day.  
 

Well done and good luck to Chloe V, Declan C, Tate C, Jack H, Maya L, Pal 

G & Lola P who progressed through to Division after finishing in the first 

12 in their age group. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.myprofilepage.com.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKaren.Sexton%40education.vic.gov.au%7Cb6910f7e0ef64229696308da2742f410%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637865465755410527%7CUnknown%7CTWFp


         

SCHOOL TOURS FOR 
FOUNDATION 2023 
 
 

Do you have a child starting Foundation in 

2023, or know someone who does? 
 

Join our Principal team for an informative 

School Tour, running Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays at 9:30am and one Saturday 

tour each month! 
 

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL  

… call the school office 

 on 9759 6222. 

 

Wonder Recycling Rewards for 
School 
 
Starting Monday 28th March Karoo Primary 
School is participating in the Wonder Recycle and 
earn program. 
 

This is an exciting opportunity not only to earn 
some free sports equipment for the students but 
to also help the environment. If we are lucky 
enough we could also be selected to win a recy-
cled exercise circuit. 
 

What are you waiting for? Start collecting now! 
Make sure to ask your family, friends and neigh-
bours too. 
We will be trying to collect 25 kilograms of bread 
bags between Monday 28th March and 9th Sep-
tember. 
 

Bread bags need to be free from crumbs to help 
the recycling process, so please shake out the 
crumbs prior to placing them into the collection 
box in the office. 
 

Let’s do this Karoo! 
 

Mrs Karen Corrales & Miss Clair Moyle  
on behalf of the Student Council 

 

 

OPEN:  MONDAY, THURSDAY, 
FRIDAY 

 

Before School: 8.45 to 9.00am  
 After School: 3.30 to 4.00pm  

 

Check in regularly to your parent portal to keep up to date with all 
school news …  

Events currently uploaded to Compass ...  
 

 

Consent and Payment 
 

Year 3 Camp Deposit   DUE   17/6/2022 
Year 3 Camp Balance   DUE   5/8/2022 
 

 
 

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF EVENT DUE DATES AS LATE  

PAYMENTS/CONSENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED.  PAYMENTS MADE ONLINE AND AT 
THE OFFICE MUST BE MADE ON OR BEFORE THE DUE DATE LISTED ON COMPASS. 

Absences 
If your child will be absent from school, please log in and enter an absence note.  

PLEASE ENSURE THE CORRECT DATE AND TIME OF THE ABSE NCE IS E NTERED.  

If your child will be absent for  the first part of the day,  please ensure you put an 

end time f or the absence (eg if you ant icipate  arriving at  school at 10: 30am, 
please put absence end as  ‘10:30am’).  If  your  child is late to school, don’t forget 

to come  in to the  office and sign them in pr ior to going to the  classroom.  

Parents are  responsible  for  attending to unexplained absences. We recommend 

logging in regularly to ensure they do not build up.  

A message from  the Office … 
Sick Children 

A reminder that the best place for sick children is at home.  With cold weather  

just around the corner, we do not wish to see the spread of colds and flu as well 

as keeping tabs on covid.  Students who display covid-like symptoms at school will 

be sent home.  
 

A quick guide to COVID-19 
If your child is not experiencing COVID-19 symptoms they can continue to attend 

school, but you should monitor for symptoms.  Students who show symptoms of 

COVID-19 cannot attend school and should get tested immediately. Students 

should continue with twice-a-week rapid antigen testing on school days. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Outstanding Asthma Plans 
If your child has Asthma and an Action Plan has not been submitted to the office, 

please do so as a matter of urgency, so we may provide the best medical care 

for them. 

My child has tested positive … what do I do? 
 

• Advise the school about the positive result 

• Quarantine your child for 7 days 

• Your child must stay home until their symptoms have resolved 

and they are well 

• If your child was at school when they were infectious you 

need to report the positive case through the Student COVID-

19 Test Portal (or you can notify the school) 

• You must also report your child’s positive test to the 

Department of Health via the COVID-19 Positive Rapid 

Antigen Test Self-Reporting Form or call centre on 1800 675 

398  
• School office will record the 7 day absence on Compass 

My child is a household contact … what do I do? 
 
• Advise the school that they are a household contact 

• If they are well and have no symptoms they may attend 

school 

• Household contacts in Years 3-6 must wear a mask whilst at 

school 

• Your child must undergo daily RAT testing and continue to 

monitor for symptoms 

• Should they subsequently test positive, notify the school and 

follow the procedure listed above. 

https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au/?utm_source=email+marketing+Mailigen&utm_campaign=EmergencySchools24Jan2022&utm_medium=email
https://covidtest.educationapps.vic.gov.au/?utm_source=email+marketing+Mailigen&utm_campaign=EmergencySchools24Jan2022&utm_medium=email
https://dhvicgovau.powerappsportals.com/rapid-antigen-test/
https://dhvicgovau.powerappsportals.com/rapid-antigen-test/


         

COMMUNITY NEWS  

Neither Karoo Primary School nor the Department of Education endorses the product or services of any private advertiser.  No responsibility is accepted by Karoo Primary 
School or Department of Education for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

To a child a book is  not just a book;   

it’s a journey to wherever the ir imagination wants to take them.  
 

The Lions Club of Wheelers Hill invites you,  as parents, to take your  chil-

dren on a journey of excitement to the ir Book Sale at Caribbe an Park, off 
Ferntree Gully Road,  Scoresby on 21st and 22nd of May. 
 

There will be 100’s & 100’s of books  for children of all ages, from infants 

through to teenagers. All of our  books are in  excellent condition with 

many being new or ne ar new.  Prices for these books range from $0.50 to 

$2.50 and the doors will open at 8.00am on Saturday and  
at 9.00am on Sunday.   
 

Oh yes, we also have 1000’s & 1000’s   

of books for  adults as well.  

 

A STORY FOR 
EVERYONE 

 
An exciting offer for new 
members of the Ritchies 
Community Benefit Program  
… $10 off your first shop 

(conditions  apply). 
 
Share with friends and family 
to get the new App or Card 
and nominate Karoo Primary 

School.  
 
It’s quick, simple and easy to:  
Download, Register and  
Activate 

 
 
Key Assets Victoria is a not for profit foster care agency operating in the 

east, south and west of Melbourne.  There is currently a great need for new 
foster families and we would love to hear from interested families! 
 

FOSTER CARERS NEEDED 
 

If you have thought about foster care, please get in touch and ask the 
questions you have always wanted to. 
 

Ring: Key Assets 1800 932 237 or 1800 WE CARE 
Email: info@keyassets.org.au 
Web: canifoster.org.au or keyassets.org.au 
 

Interested families would receive a brochure, information and no pressure!  

mailto:info@keyassets.com.au
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.keyassets.com.au%2F&data=05%7C01%7CKaren.Sexton%40education.vic.gov.au%7C7f89cc4d3a234280926c08da2c90e9e8%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C637871298151297814%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZs

