Karoo News
Term 2 Week 4

Wednesday 18th May, 2022

Principal’s Comments

Karoo Calendar

I can’t believe that we are nearly half way through term 2! We are well into the year and the
learning that is happening in the classrooms every day, as well as the continuation relationship
building with peers, is something that your children should be proud of. Every day I hear about
how the Karoo students are aiming high and showing their best version of themselves and
meeting high expectations. I look forward to being back on site and in the classrooms to see this
first hand! A reminder that our upcoming Pupil Free Days are:
•
•
•

Respect Responsibility
Excellence Honesty & Fairness
Tolerance & Understanding

Monday 30th May – OSHC is available for registered students
Tuesday 14th June – OSHC is not available as all staff are involved in professional learning
Friday 29th July – OSHC is available for registered students

MAY
Thursday 19th May
Run4Fun Colour Explosion
Fundraiser
Friday 20th May
Division Girls Football
(selected students only)
Saturday 21st May
Election Day Sausage Sizzle
Saturday 28th May
School Tour—3pm
Karoo Trivia Night—7pm

It has been so uplifting, especially after the last two years, to have such a community feeling at
Karoo. This has been evident through a number of events this year and even more so in the past
few weeks. Our KPA (Karoo Parents Association) are involved with students and staff in a number
of elements across the school and we are so incredibly fortunate to have such committed people
supporting our Karoo students. Some of these events have been:

Monday 30th May
Staff Professional Practice Day
-no students at school
(OSHC program running for those
who have pre-booked)

Today Show @ Wellington Village
Last Friday Wellington Village was buzzing with community spirit as Channel 9’s TODAY show were
filming their weather reports from 5:30am to 9am. It was so wonderful to see our amazing KPA
(Karoo Parents Association) showcase some of their planned projects to beautify and enhance our
Foundation playground. A HUGE thankyou to Tom Hjorth (Raph 4W and Billie FE) who jumped into
action mode and built the ‘Karoo Kafe’ model with 36hrs notice and prepared the paint and
supplies needed. Sarah Elliot (Jacob 1W and Sam 4M), KPA President, also set an alarm for 4am to
be down at Wellington Village with Tom setting up and ensuring the Karoo was represented
amongst the community groups on the TODAY show. It looked to be a fabulous morning with so
much community spirit. What a positive way to showcase our great school!

Wednesday 1st June
Kinder to Karoo Online Parent
Information Session (for parents of
children starting school in 2023)

JUNE

Monday 13th June
Queens Birthday—no school
Tuesday 14th June
Pupil Free Day (no OSHC program)
Thursday 16th June
Karoo House Athletics Day (Y3-6)
Tuesday 21st June
Year 3 & 4 Concert

ADVANCE NOTICE
Year 3 Camp:

15th -17th August

Pupil Free Days
Term 2: Monday 30th May
Term 2: Tuesday 14th June
Term 3: Friday 29th July

Term Dates 2022
Term 2: Tues 26 April—Fri 24 Jun
Term 3: Mon 11 July—Fri 16 Sept
Term 4: Mon 3 Oct—Tues 20 Dec

… continued overleaf

KAROO RUN4FUN COLOUR EXPLOSION
Tomorrow … Thursday 19th May

Don’t forget …
•
•
•

Come to school wearing a white t-shirt (make the colours POP!)
Set up your Student Profile page, raise money & collect prizes

Get ready to get messy and have some serious fun!
Phone: 9759-6222

Email: karoo.ps@education.vic.gov.au

VISITORS TO THE
SCHOOL
All visitors to the school must
report first to the office, wearing
face masks, observing social
distancing and hand sanitising
requests.
LATE ARRIVALS
Come in to the office to be
signed in and receive a late
pass.
EARLY PICK UP
Come in to the office first to
sign the child out and collect
an early leaver’s pass.

Web: http://www.karoops.vic.edu.au

PRINCIPAL’S COMMENTS CONTINUED

Mother's and Special Others
What a special celebration we had on Friday 6th May. We started the day with a beautiful breakfast for students and their mums,
grandmas or special women. Over 120 mums were able to come together in the gym for a cuppa and then moved into the classrooms with the children for some lovely activities. There was beauty parlours, massages, craft activities and a variety of opportunities
to spend some special time together. Thankyou to everyone who was able to be involved and attend on the day. Another special
memory to look back on!
Some more upcoming events that we welcome parent involvement are:
•
•
•

Colour Run – TOMORROW! Thursday 19th May – don’t forget to register your child online and reach out to family to support
our fundraising efforts
Election Day Sausage Sizzle - Saturday 21st May
Trivia Night – Saturday 28th May - book your table at the office ASAP! Book the babysitter and enjoy some fun with the staff
and parents at Karoo! I’m hoping to be able to arrange it so I can also come and enjoy the night!

Year 6 - The Ranch Camp
Last Tuesday 10th May, our Year 6 students headed off to Cape Schanck on a four day camp at The Ranch. The students and staff had a
wonderful time, enjoying many outdoor and team building skills/activities not to forget horse-riding. So many wonderful memories
were created! A huge thank you to Ms Wild (camp coordinator), Ms Arkley and Miss Davies and the parent helpers (Martin Ball, Mike
Tuni and James Lancaster) for all their preparation and hard work around this successful camp. A big thank you to everyone who
attended and supported the students.

School Assemblies
This term our school assemblies are held on a Friday afternoon at 2:40pm. Our COVID restrictions around parent attendance to these
events continues to evolve and we are encouraging parents to please come along to be a part of the celebrations at Karoo. Assemblies are held on odd weeks and newsletters in even weeks. We look forward to seeing you onsite.

School Tours
We have been proudly showcasing our school prospective families over the last term. We had a full Saturday tour at the end of April
with Mrs Kuusela, Mrs Mowat and the Student Voice and Student Captains. Once again, they were outstanding and we received positive written feedback about the calibre of our staff and students. We are continuing to tour on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings
and have a few more Saturday tours scheduled. If you know any families who have kindergarten aged children, please encourage
them to book in for a tour at Karoo. It would be wonderful to see our Foundation building filled with 4 classes in 2023!
While my recovery at home is at times frustrating and slower that I would like, it has been
uplifting to be able to continue to be involved in meetings online with staff and parents.
Something that is now possible after our learning over the last two years post COVID! I am
incredibly grateful to all teachers and support staff for going out of their way to involve me
in as many ways as possible. A HUGE thankyou as well to Mrs Kuusela and our leadership
team Mrs Vitas, Mrs Harris and Mrs Mowat who continue to do an outstanding job on the
ground.
I look forward to being back onsite later this term!

Danielle Heatley

Reporting from ground control

Principal

A word from Ms Kuusela
Assessment and Feedback is our focus for this term, as we work steadily on achieving the goals listed in our school’s Annual Implementation Plan.

NAPLAN

Last week all Year 3 and 5 students participated in NAPLAN (National Assessment Program- Literacy and Numeracy). Beginning on
Tuesday 10th May, students were assessed in the areas of Writing, Reading, Conventions of Language (spelling, punctuation and grammar) as well as Numeracy. Most students completed all the tests last week, although for those who were absent, we are working to catch
up this week, prior to the closing date, Friday 20th May.
I would like to extend my gratitude to our incredible Year 3 and 5 teachers who were able to prepare our students so well. This was the
first year that the national test went online for all schools across Australia and there were a lot of new things for us to learn. The students
did a great job carefully following instructions and navigating the platform. They all remained calm and enthusiastic and tried their best.
Thank you to all our parents for your support and ensuring your child/ren came to school well rested and ready to perform. NAPLAN results will be provided to schools from August onwards and we will notify you when the reports are being sent home. The same report
format is used for every student in Australia.
… Continued overleaf

A word from Ms Kuusela (continued)
Professional Practice

Throughout this term, staff are continuing to develop their professional practice with a specific focus on Assessment and Feedback. PLC
teams (year level teams) are working collaboratively to develop data walls.
What is a data wall?
A data wall uses simple and inexpensive materials like sticky notes and masking tape to visualise individual students’ achievement over
time on a physical wall. Having student’s faces on the data wall ensures all students within the cohort are visible to the whole teaching
team.
Why use a data wall?
Building a data wall is a practical and powerful way to focus the work of every teacher on the growth and achievement of every student.
The power of a data wall comes from including every student in that group – not just those struggling, flying or doing okay. This shifts the
conversation from ‘my students in my classroom’ to ‘our students in our school’; and it shifts the motivation from ‘improving my practice’
to ‘improving our practice’. A data wall can become the place where teachers gather to tame the torrent of data coming at them and
transform it into actionable classroom strategies. Over time, this not only builds teachers’ confidence with incorporating evidence into
everyday teaching – it also builds their belief in collective efficacy, that is, teachers’ collective power to improve learning outcomes for all
students.
What does the research tell us?
Building collective teacher efficacy is one of the most powerful things schools can do for students – delivering three times the boost to
outcomes as a privileged background. A data wall can also overcome barriers to putting collective efficacy into practice. High-performing
schools have found simple visual approaches to integrating and analysing data sources just as effective as complex IT approaches.

Our teams at work
Photos from one of our recent Staff Forums demonstrates our team’s collective work to build data walls. Teams will use their data walls
to collaboratively plan differentiated lessons that cater to our student’s diverse needs.
Information source: https://www.education.vic.gov.au/Documents/school/teachers/teachingresources/practice/
Professional_practice_note_5_data_walls.pdf

Ms.Ashley Kuusela - Acting Principal
(in Danielle Heatley’s absence)

Primary school aged children across Australia will take important steps towards a healthier future
by participating in National Walk Safely to School Day on Friday 20th May 2022.
Walk Safely to School Day also encourages positive environmental action, better use of public
transport with reduced car-dependency and encourages parents and carers to walk more, reducing
dangerous traffic congestion around schools. The national initiative promotes healthy eating and
regular exercise.
"Children need at least 60 minutes of physical activity a day. We should encourage them to take a
walk before school, during and at end of their day," Harold Scruby said.
Top 5 tips for parents to get their kids walking to school:
1. Walk some or if you can, walk all the way to school
2. Get off the bus a few stops earlier and walk the rest of the way
3. Leave the car at least 1km away from school and walk the rest of the way
4. Set your alarm 30 minutes earlier to fit in a walk to school
5. If you can't walk in the morning, walk home after school

Please join in and walk to school on Friday the 20th May.

KAROO RUN4FUN

COLOUR EXPLOSION
Thursday 19th May 2022
Thank you for supporting our major
fundraiser for this year!
It’s all about participation, raising money for our school,
promoting health and wellbeing that ends with a fun school
based event.

What to remember?
•

Set up your Student Profile Page and send the link to
friends and family to sponsor you

•

Come to school wearing a white t-shirt (to really show
off the amazing colours!), any pair of pants/jeans/
shorts and a pair goggles or sunglasses if they
choose (children attending After School Care will
need to bring a change of clothes)

•

Check out the cool prizes to choose from.

•

Get ready to get messy and have some serious fun!

•

We are also excited that parents are able to come
onsite and join in the fun!

Fundraising is as easy as 1..2..3
STEP 1: CREATE
Create a student profile page at www.myprofilepage.com.au and click ‘Register’ . Follow the instructions and
you’ll be ready to fundraise.
STEP 2: RAISE FUNDS
You can raise funds online or in cash using the sponsorship booklet—ask your family and friends for their
support! Raising as little as $10 will entitle you to a prize.
STEP 3: CLAIM PRIZES

Loads of prizes to be claimed—raise $10 and choose one prize from the $10-$19. The more money you raise, the
more prize groups you can select a prize from!
You can mix and match your prizes … for example, if you raise $50 you can choose one prize from the $50-$74
category OR choose one prize from the $20-$29 category and one prize from the $30-$49 category.
Once the fundraiser is finished (Thursday 19th May), simply login to your profile page and click the ‘Order My
Prize’ button or complete the back page of the sponsorship booklet and return it with your sponsorship money
to the school.

CREATE YOUR PROFILE PAGE AND
START RAISING FUNDS TODAY!

Student Wellbeing and Engagement
Kind Connections Program
The Year 2 students have commenced a Wellbeing program with Celeste, our
school Wellbeing officer, called ‘Kind Connections’. Year 2 students on building
their understanding of what kindness is, how they can show kindness to others and
how to become a better friend.
Students have already participated in session where they have created a kindness
link, to support them to choose kind words. Also, they have discussed and shared
their understanding of different emotions, what makes them feel this way and how
they can support others to feel cared for.
Students had the following comments about their first few sessions:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

We learnt about compliments - Deeshan
We learnt that compliments are things that you say to other people and that it is a kind way to communicate.
Like saying – “I like your hair today!” - Cidalia
That kindness is better than being mean - Natalie
We made ‘kindness links’ to make a class chain, and wrote things like, “You are nice.” - Jack
Kindness makes someone feel warm - Aiden
Kindness makes people happy - Lyla
Kindness chains
You say something nice to someone it will make them feel good - Brooklyn
We learnt about our feelings and how to identify them - Alex
That good kindness = Good friendship – Lachlan

When asked about how they felt about the work so far, the students
made the following comments:

•
•
•
•
•

I like it a lot because it made me happy to see the rest of the class learning and being happy - Cidalia
When Celeste came she wanted to help us recognise how we felt - Flynn
I think Celeste is doing this to help us be nicer in Year 2 - Natalie
We are learning kindness so that we can be kind to others in the school - Brooklyn
Celeste came to help us understanding our feelings – Jack

At home, you can…

•
•
•
•
•

Talk to your child about being kind.
Catch them being kind and praise them.
Encourage them to spot kindness act from other family
members.
Play a game with the focus on being kind.
Make a family kindness jar.

Please make sure you are paying attention to your own
wellbeing and getting support if need be.

Robyn Mowat
(Acting Leading Teacher – Student Wellbeing & Engagement)

And Karen Corrales plus 2C

Some ‘eggs-elent’ fun was had by our
Year 4s last term as they got creative
in their Easter activity.
Check out their imaginative creations in
the Year 4 EGGSTRAVAGANZA !

PE / SPORTS NEWS

By Josh Maroney (PE/Sports Co-ordinator)

KAROO HOUSE ATHLETICS – PARENT HELPERS NEEDED
We are in need of as many parent helpers as we can get to help with our Karoo House Athletics day (Years 3-6)
Karoo House Athletics would not run without our dedicated parent helpers who assist around the track to ensure the event
runs smoothly. Parent helpers are placed on a particular event and will assist organising teachers with the running of that
particular event. If you are able to assist in any way it would be much appreciated.
Date: Thursday 16th June

Time: 9:30am - 3pm

Where: Knox Athletics Track, Bunjil Way, Knoxfield

If you are available and willing to assist on the day, please complete the form below:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScFnWQa1BI5caiI-3PSFOjG6EMd1dQ-PjrrEA000Cw-OJfgAw/viewform

Science

Performing Arts

In Science the Year 6 students have investigated light and
colour with a Hodson Light Box and have made colours
disappear using colour wheels. The light box allows
students to see what happens when we mix primary and
secondary colours of light.

Foundation students shone performing our Autumn
poem (Twirly Twirly Round and Curly) and our Autumn
song (Like a Leaf or Feather). Find a favourite Autumn
leaf outdoors and you might be lucky to see a home
performance!

Visual Arts
During Visual Arts lessons Year 3 and 4 students have been learning about ancient Egyptian hieroglyphs and used them
to create a ‘cartouche’ representing the sounds in their name. After etching their design into a foam printing plate they
were able to make prints using metallic paints.





To coincide with the upcoming Performing Arts incursion ‘Kaboom Percussion’
we will be running a family design and construction challenge.
Your task is to use your imagination to invent a musical instrument
that is made out of RECYCLED MATERIALS.
You may decide to construct your instrument using old boxes, bottles, jars, cans … the possibilities
are endless. Think about how the instrument will make a sound - do you hit it like a drum? Does it
use strings like a guitar? Do you blow into it like a trumpet?

All entries must be submitted on Wednesday, June 15th to the Art or Music Room. Due to limited
space, entries will not be accepted before this date. Please ensure your entry includes your name and
class. Winners will be announced the day of the Kaboom Percussion Performance – Friday, June 17.

The Arts Team

Our transition program is set to begin… make a note in your diaries now!

KINDER TO KAROO - ONLINE PARENT SESSION
Wednesday 1st June at 7:30pm

Meeting open to all families with a child starting school in 2023 —whether enrolled at Karoo or not! If you (or
someone you know with a child starting school in 2023) are interested in learning more about teaching and
learning at Karoo, our transition program and hearing from teachers and school leaders please join us for this
informative online session. Q&A opportunity after the presentation.

Meeting link: https://signin.webex.com/join

Meeting number: 573 354 386

FOUNDATION FUN @ KAROO

Wednesday 15th June from 5:00-6:00pm
Come and experience a taste of school at our Foundation Fun afternoon—explore the school environment
and join in our family friendly activities. All families welcome (you don’t have to be enrolled to join in the fun).
Bookings essential—call the school office on 9759 6222.

SCHOOL TOURS

Each Tuesday and Wednesday, and one Saturday each month
Please make a booking for a school tour by contacting the school office of 9759 6222. Tours running until end
of July 2022.

Enrolment forms available at the school office
for families wishing to enrol their child in Foundation for 2023.

BOOK YOUR TABLE
NOW—IT’S NOT

TOO LATE!
•

KICKS OFF AT 7PM

•

PRIZES GALORE

•

PARENTS ONLY
EVENT

•

COME AND BE A
PART OF THE FUN!

Check in regularly to your parent portal to keep up to
date with all school news …

Absences
If your child will be absent from school, please log in and enter an
absence note. PLEASE ENSURE THE CORRECT DATE AND TIME
OF THE ABSENCE IS ENTERED. If your child will be absent for the
first part of the day, please ensure you put an end time for the
absence (eg if you anticipate arriving at school at 10:30am, please
put absence end as ‘10:30am’). If your child is late to school,
don’t forget to come in to the office and sign them in prior to
going to the classroom. Parents are responsible for attending to
unexplained absences. We recommend logging in regularly to
ensure they do not build up.

Wonder
Recycling Rewards
for School
Karoo Primary School is participating in the Wonder Recycle
and earn program, an exciting opportunity not only to earn
some free sports equipment for the students but to also help
the environment. If we are lucky enough we could also be selected to win a recycled exercise circuit.
What are you waiting for? Start collecting your bread bags
now! Make sure to ask your family, friends and neighbours too.

Events currently uploaded to Compass ...

We will be trying to collect 25 kilograms of bread bags until 9th
September. Bread bags need to be free from crumbs to help
the recycling process, so please shake out the crumbs prior to
placing them into the collection box in the office. Let’s do this
Karoo!

Consent and Payment

Mrs Corrales & Miss Moyle on behalf of the Student Council

Year 3 Camp Deposit
Year 3 Camp Balance

DUE 17/6/2022
DUE 5/8/2022

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF EVENT DUE DATES AS LATE
PAYMENTS/CONSENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. PAYMENTS MADE
ONLINE AND AT THE OFFICE MUST BE MADE ON OR BEFORE THE DUE
DATE LISTED ON COMPASS.

OPEN: MONDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY
Before School: 8.45 to 9.00am
After School: 3.30 to 4.00pm

COMMUNITY NEWS

Neither Karoo Primary School nor the Department of Education endorses the product or services of any private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by Karoo Primary
School or Department of Education for accuracy of information contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

