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Principal’s Comments

Karoo Calendar

I trust that you all had a wonderful mid year break and spent time with family and friends. I am incredibly
thrilled to be back onsite and seeing the students and families at Karoo. We have another busy term in the
lead up to our exciting 30 Year Carnival at the beginning of next term. It is a huge event and I look forward to
celebrating the past, present and future of Karoo. Students, teachers and class reps will be reaching out for
support to prepare a stall for each class to run. Many hands make light work so there is an opportunity for
the whole community to be a part of the planning and preparation, and then we can all enjoy the day on
Sunday 23rd October. To prepare the school for this event, we will be holding a working bee on Sunday 7 th
August at 1:30pm. Many of our student leaders will also be attending as well and showing pride in their
school. We look forward to celebrating the afternoon with a BBQ as well to bring the community together.

I would like to also thank and congratulate Mrs Robyn Mowat again on her promotion to Lysterfield as an
Acting Assistant Principal. Mrs Mowat has been at Karoo for 7 years and has been a classroom teacher and
leader across many levels as well as a valuable member of leadership for the past few years. We are
incredibly thankful for Mrs Mowat’s contributions across many areas of the school and wish her the greatest
success in her role for the remainder of the year. Mrs Courtney Hoffmann will commence with us on
1st August in the Wellbeing and Inclusion role. We welcome Mrs Hoffmann to Karoo so please take the time
to say hello when you see her.

JULY
Thursday 21st July
Parent Reading Session 9-10am
(Foundation-Year 1)
Friday 22nd July
Year 5 & 6 Hooptime
Saturday 23rd July
School tour 3pm (bookings essential)
Thursday 28th July
Year 1 Hooptime
Foundation celebrates
‘100 days of school’
Friday 29th July
Pupil Free day
AUGUST
1st—12th August
Years 1 & 2 Swimming

We have also welcomed Ms Sasha Goss in 4W to replace Mrs Alex Watson. Mrs Alex Watson was at Karoo
for 17 years and had been a valuable classroom teacher across a variety of year levels. She held leadership
roles over her time and and her IT skills were an asset to Karoo, especially during Remote Learning! Ms Goss
has settled into Karoo and she is enjoying learning more about our wonderful school each day. Please say
hello to her if you see her around.

Thursday 4th August
Year 3 Camp parent information night

Wellbeing – REAL SCHOOLS partnership https://youtu.be/U_uF5k_3EsU
At the end of last term, I sent out some information about some of the wellbeing initiatives we are
implementing to support the health and wellbeing of all students. One of those initiatives, is a partnership
with REAL SCHOOLS to embed restorative practices and support positive relationships across the school. This
is not a quick fix and will take time to build this culture. We will be holding a pupil free day next week Friday 29th July for staff and then a very important parent session will take place on Thursday 11th August at
7pm in our library. During the session, REAL SCHOOLS will:

BOOK WEEK : 20-26th August

• Tell you all about the Restorative Practices Partnership that we are embarking on
• Provide you with strategies to use immediately in your Parenting … and they’re the same strategies
we are using
• Share the best ways to build a meaningful Partnership with our school. We strongly encourage
parents to come along to strengthen our partnership with you so we can all talk the same language
with the Karoo community.
It is important we have an idea of numbers attending on the night so please RSVP here https://forms.gle/
md8nVZpT6bzZyD8n7
An introduction for Parents about Restorative Practices.
Our school has made a very important decision lately and that is to become a Restorative School. Using
Restorative Practices isn’t something we take lightly. We’ve been watching what’s been happening in the
world of education when it comes to creating a strong school culture, to building effective relationships, to
resolving conflict and to improving student behaviour and bullying. The bottom line is that we think there’s a
better way.
Restorative Practices is that way. Working restoratively is really all about asking the right questions to
students when things go wrong. You see, most approaches have us putting our detective hats on and
focusing everything in the past. It really doesn’t get us very far because we never get to the present or the
future.
… CONTINUED OVERLEAF

Thursday 11th August
REAL SCHOOL—Parent info session
7:00pm in the school library

ADVANCE NOTICE
Year 3 Camp:
Year 4 Camp:

15th -17th August
5th—7th Sept

Term Dates 2022
Term 3: Mon 11 July—Fri 16 Sept
Term 4: Mon 3 Oct—Tues 20 Dec

VISITORS TO THE
SCHOOL
All visitors to the school must
report first to the office,
observing social distancing and
hand sanitising requests. School
masks are recommended when
indoors.

VISITORS
Sign in using Kiosk: print pass
and grab a Visitor sticker
before entering the classrooms.
Don’t forget to sign out when
leaving.
LATE ARRIVALS
Sign your child in using Kiosk—
the printed Arrival pass is to be
given to the teacher.
EARLY PICK UP
Come in to the office first to
sign the child out using Kiosk
and collect a Departure Pass.

Phone: 9759-6222

Email: karoo.ps@education.vic.gov.au

Web: http://www.karoops.vic.edu.au

PRINCIPAL’S COMMENTS CONTINUED
An introduction for Parents about Restorative Practices continued
Put simply, we’ll be asking your children questions like:
•
What happened?
•
How has that made people feel?
•
And what action needs to be taken to make that better?
It’s all about teaching responsibility for your actions and knowing that nobody is going to do it for you. Our job is to help them do just that … better
and better and better.
There’s a LOT more to Restorative Practices and we’re going to ensure you find out all of it. Our ongoing Partnership with Real Schools is supporting
and resourcing us to make this change and you have access to all the resources too. Just head to the Member Login tab at www.realschools.com.au
and use the login/password karoops to have a look at all that we’re working on at school.
Stay tuned for more information on this exciting development for our school and don’t forget to lock the date in your diary for the parent
information session.
Student Supervision
Student safety at Karoo is our highest priority and the safe and appropriate supervision of students is an important element of our duty of care to
students. Part of this duty is ensuring parents and students are aware of our student supervision arrangements before and after school.
Members of the leadership team, including myself, are on yard duty every morning from 8:45am and every afternoon from 3:30pm - 3.45pm. We
welcome students to school and enjoy engaging in conversations with them. It is fantastic to see so many of our students arriving between 8:45am
and 9:00am ready for learning. Our classroom doors open at 8:50am so that students are able to go inside, pop their bag away and begin to get
ready for learning to start at 9am. Teachers are also in their classrooms preparing for the day so it is an opportunity to arrange a meeting for a later
time if you would like to discuss or meet with them for an extended time.
If you need to drop your child off earlier, it is important that you utilise before and after school care. We know that getting to work in the mornings
and dropping your children off can be tricky which is why we offer before and after school care onsite as a service to our community. Families are
encouraged to contact Melissa Newlands on 9759 6288 or refer to our website https://karoops.vic.edu.au/parents/#care for more information
about the before and after school care facilities available to our school community.
Please find attached a link to our Yard Duty and Supervision Policy. https://karoops.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Yard-Duty-andSupervision.pdf
Have a wonderful week,
Danielle Heatley
Principal

At Karoo, our students are lucky enough to have access to a variety of lunchtime clubs. Alternative play options
provide students a safe and calming place to socialise with their peers. Many of our lunchtime clubs are ran by
our student leaders, giving them the opportunity to practice their leadership skills. Clubs are chosen via student
surveys ran by our student council. The current lunch clubs we have available for students are; Coding, Origami,
Downball, Puzzles and Mindfulness. The library is also open at both recess and lunch play times.
Inclusive School Communities states that the introduction of lunchtime clubs can help students who are at risk of
experiencing social isolation, manage the traditionally unstructured time of the school day. The benefits of a
lunchtime clubs include but are not limited to promoting peer social acceptance, improvement of social skills
and increasing the feeling of safety at school.
Below are some photos of our students enjoying the Discovery Learning Club and the Construction Club.

•
•
•

How do Schools and Parents get on the same page about the important stuff?
How do we build a partnership around building fantastic young people for today and tomorrow?
How can our Teachers AND our Parents use the same strategies to manage behaviour, encourage
responsibility and improve the chances of success?

They seem like outrageously big questions, don’t they? And they are … but they do have answers.
Unfortunately, too often Parents and Schools are not on the same page when it comes to answering them.
Your school wants to do something about that and has commenced a partnership with Real Schools to make
it happen. But the school can’t do it alone. We need you to know everything involved and to have your say.
That’s why we need you at this critical event in the history of your school and the future of your children.
During the session, we will:
• Tell you all about the Restorative Practices partnership that the school is embarking on.

• Ask for your input.
• Provide you with strategies to use immediately in your Parenting … and they’re the same strategies your
Teachers are now using.

• Learn how to respond, rather than react, to your child’s behaviour.
• Share the best ways to build a meaningful Partnership with your school.

From the Assistant Principal …
Tomorrow (Thursday 21st July from 9-10am) Mrs Amy Ellis and Ms Fiona Marker are providing a
wonderful opportunity for our parents to learn more about reading in the junior years and how they can
become involved in supporting reading in the classroom. Both Mrs Ellis and Ms Marker continue to
expand and build upon their own knowledge and understanding about the science of reading in order to
adopt best teaching practice that will support all our students to find reading success.
Every day, all students from Foundation to Year 6 engage in reading lessons. But reading is not exclusive
to Reading lessons alone. Having a confident reading ability and a positive reading mindset set students
up to succeed in all subject areas, including but not limited to Mathematics, Science and Integrated
subjects.
The Literacy Toolkit, which is a Department resource that is available to both teachers and parents states:
Reading and viewing, as a mode of English, is an integral part of learning in all disciplines in the primary school. As such,
students need to not only become proficient in foundational capabilities such as phonemic awareness or alphabetic knowledge,
they also need to understand the literacy demands specific to the various curriculum or discipline areas across a range of texts
(Freebody, Barton & Chan, 2014).
For parents, it is often a question of how can I best support my child at home? There are a lot of things that you can do each day to
support your child’s reading development, no matter their age or ability.
1.

Developing a love of reading is first and foremost! The more we love to do something, the more often we are likely to do it.
Ensure that reading is a fun and enjoyable experience. Support your child to select texts that they enjoy and are interested in,
and read them in a comfortable and desirable environment.
Does your child love to read? How do you help to boost their excitement for reading?

2.

Model a love of and appreciation for reading is key. Children are looking to those around them to see how to act and behave in
the world. Reading is no exception. Children who see their parents/siblings/grandparents reading every day, are more likely to
adopt similar behaviors. Actions speak louder than words.
Do you read everyday? Does you child see you reading?

3.

Talking about reading supports children to develop their oral language and vocabulary development. Children who have a
broad word knowledge are more easily able to comprehend the texts they read. The more texts children can comprehend,
the wider range of texts they can choose from.
Do you talk about reading? Do you explain the meaning of unknown words together?

4.

Listening to reading. Reading to your child is not only an enjoyable experience, it also enables them to hear what good reading
sounds like; supporting their own reading fluency, expression and information.
Do you read aloud to your child?

5.

Routines! Children thrive on having a predictable routines. Developing a known time EVERY day for your child to read, helps to
set up good reading behaviors. Research is clear about the detrimental effect that digital devices and screens have on
student’s sleep if viewed in the two hours leading up to bedtime. Reading on the other hand is a relaxing activity to do right
before bedtime.
Do you had a set routine for your child to read every night?
For more information and ideas, the Victorian Department of Education (DET) had a wealth of
information that parents can access:
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/teachers/classrooms/Pages/
resourcesprctoptips.aspx
Remember: reading is the most accessible and beneficial learning activity you can provide.

Ashley Kuusela
Assistant Principal

By Mrs Hagan and Mrs Corrales

We currently have a large number of
overdue Library books! If you could
check your shelves at home/in the car/
under the bed and send in all returns
as soon as possible it would be greatly appreciated.
This year at Karoo we are very
excited to be celebrating Book
Week with a VERY special author
visit from Michael Wagner on
Tuesday 23rd August.
Michael visits lots of schools,
libraries and festivals every year
and has written over 80 children’s
books, including the funny
sporting adventures of Maxx
Rumble and The Undys.
He has previously worked as a radio broadcaster with the ABC, a
television producer, comedy and song writer. Michael performs
hilarious, lively stories that are drawn from his books and his life and
uses funny images, video clips and lots of humour to explain where
ideas come from, why ideas matter, his creative process, how to use
journals, and much more.
We will provide details very soon on how you can access the online
portal to order books prior to Michael’s visit so that students can have
them signed on the day.

Attention all Superheros, Wizards and
Witches, Pirates and Princesses!
We are excited to announce the date for our
Book Week Parade on Wednesday 24th
August from 9:15am!
Come dressed as your favourite book
character, we need colour, sparkles, wands,
cloaks and capes to dazzle and delight!

This term the Library shelves are welcoming lots of new exciting, informative, nail-biting, heartwarming and seriously funny books!
Our Scholastic Book Club rewards have been redeemed to provide a range of new titles
including more Bad Guys, Anh Do, Ella Diaries, Hey Jack!, Minecraft Zombies plus The Twisted
Fairytales collection to name but a few!

Events currently uploaded to Compass ...
Check in regularly to your parent portal
to keep up to date with all school news …
Please check for any unexplained absences your child may have,
and provide explanations through Compass.

PLEASE MAKE A NOTE OF EVENT DUE DATES AS LATE
PAYMENTS/CONSENTS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. PAYMENTS
MADE ONLINE AND AT THE OFFICE MUST BE MADE ON OR BEFORE THE DUE DATE LISTED ON COMPASS.

Consent and Payment
Year 1 Hooptime
Year 1 & 2 Swimming
Year 2 Hooptime
Year 3 Camp Balance
Year 4 Camp Deposit
Year 4 Camp Balance
Year 3 & 4 Swimming
Year 6 Bingo

DUE
DUE
DUE
DUE
DUE
DUE
DUE
DUE

District Athletics (select Y3-6 students)
District Hooptime (Y3 & 4)

25/7/2022
25/7/2022
12/9/2022
5/8/2022
25/7/2022
26/8/2022
7/9/2022
26/7/2022
DUE 8/8/2022
DUE 15/8/2022

Kaboom!
At the end of last term we were lucky enough to have a whole school performance by Kaboom Percussion. Laura and Nathan
were amazing musicians, as well and very entertaining and the students (and teachers) were thoroughly entertained from
beginning to end. The ‘thong-o-phone’ was a great favourite, as well as the bottle-o-phone segment where students had to listen
and guess the movie from music, including Disney favourites and Harry Potter tunes.

I learnt that songs you can ply on the piano, you can play on the bottlephone.
– Madeline, 5E
You can make many different instruments out of just recycled items. – Sophie, 5E
Music can be made or created from anything. – Pal, 6A

Laura and Nathan also took the time to look at all the amazing entries for the Recycled Instrument Challenge.
They chose 3 prize winners and helped present their prizes.
Congratulations to our winners!
Davin – FE
Koah (2V) and Braxton (1M)
Lucas (3H) and Georgia (5B)

A huge thank you to everyone who participated. We were quite literally overwhelmed with the amount of entries – we lost track
of how many after 70! They were all fabulous and it was great to see how much fun you must have had creating them.

Performing Arts Team (Miss Cole, Mrs Main and Mr Oldham)
Former Karoo student Tyler Sonsie
Debuts for Richmond Football Club
Congratulations to former Karoo student Tyler
Sonsie who played his first AFL game for
Richmond Football Club last Saturday.
Tyler graduated from Karoo in 2014.

Do you have books your kids have finished with?
Bring them to school and drop them in our
donation bin, located in the school office foyer.

Karoo is collecting books for 123Read2Me the Free Children's Book Charity—they
empower disadvantaged children to succeed with free books.
123Read2Me currently provides children in low socioeconomic communities with
FREE quality children's books.
So find some time during the upcoming weeks to go through your bookshelves and
donate all the books your kids have finished with so we can help 123Read2Me make
a huge difference in the lives of disadvantaged kids across Australia.
For more info please contact Jeff Shelley 0402183122 jeff@123Read2Me.org.au
or visit our website at www.123Read2Me.org.au
Congratulations Tyler!

Performing Arts

Visual Arts

Year 1 students have started a unit on Drama. Here is a photo of
them performing a play retelling the Dream Time story; How the
Birds got their Colours.

Year 6 students have been doing Observational Drawing.
Here is a photo of them observing and drawing their shoes.

Victorian Challenge and
Enrichment Series Program
Congratulations to our high-achieving Science students from
Years 5 & 6 who participated in the Victorian Challenge and
Enrichment Series Program run through the Knox Innovation,
Opportunity and Sustainability Centre (KIOSK) throughout Term
2. Students had the opportunity to further develop their STEM
skills via a series of engaging online lessons that incorporated
coding and other digital technologies. Feedback from both the
students and facilitators was incredibly positive, according to
Charlotte in Year 6, “The teacher was great, coding and robots is
fun!”
I’m pleased to announce that high-achieving students in Years 5
& 6 at Karoo have again been invited to participate in this
innovative program. To get the most out of the sessions and to
have access to the full range of resources at KIOSK, they have
offered to run session on-site (at Swinburne University in
Wantirna). Alternatively, session can also be accessed online.
There is no cost involved in joining the program as it is fully
funded by the Victorian Government through the Student
Excellence Program. For further information about KIOSK and
the sessions that we may be able to access, please see: https://
www.kiosc.vic.edu.au/program-type/vces/. Places are limited so
if your child was identified as a high-achiever in their Semester 1
Report (working above the expected level in literacy, numeracy
or science) and they’d be interested in attending sessions either
on-site at KIOSK or online, please contact either myself
(amy.batchelor@eduation.vic.gov.au) or our HAS Program
Leader Miss Rachel Arkley
(rachael.arkley@education.vic.gov.au) by the end of next week.
Amy Batchelor

OPEN: MONDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY
Before School: 8.45 to 9.00am
After School: 3.30 to 4.00pm

COMMUNITY NEWS

Neither Karoo Primary School nor the Department of Education endorses the
product or services of any private advertiser. No responsibility is accepted by
Karoo Primary School or Department of Education for accuracy of information
contained in advertisements or claims made by them.

